TRISTS: 


[CO ED 
OR, 


The Preachers Patent 
CLEARER 


A ND, THE 
Peoples plea conſidered. 


In a Sermon, preached before (and 


now preſented to} the As$0CIATED 
Minifte:s of Chriſt,in the County « t Sommer ſer, 
ata late fol:mn Ordinadon at Sommerton 
| in the ſaid County, Junc, 9. 1658. 
ty Join. Normans tun ſer of the : Goſpelat Bridgwater. 
Rom, 10+ 14, 15s 
How then (pall they call on him cn whom they have net 
be lived? ard hw (hal they believe in himyf whons 
they have not heard? and how ſhall they hear with- 
ont a preacher | e 
Aznd hw of ds _ they PEO ? as it is 


I TIRES 12, 
1 thank Chg Jeſs our Lond who path enabled mc: fur that be 
Tedd 164 me-(aithfull. 18; tins meiilg the A: t{t: 'V 


$24 OOO GAO PC——_—_ 
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Lovde #2, Prinred fc r Edvad Brewſter,at the C Crane 
12 Pay?s Chu:ch yard 1 6590. 
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> O—— <— — — 
w..4 


DileGiſſemis, in Chri ſto per- 
quam reverendis Mimfiris 
Evangelii, apud  Somerſe- 
tenſes ASSOCIATIS, 4r- 

- Giſſemoqz &©* pacis &» pie- 

tatis vinculo conjunciis , 
Gratiam miſericordiam © 
pacem in Domino. 


Patres fratreſq; in Chriſto colend:ſſimi, 
SING) Nte oculos ponit 
Z& conCciuncula hxc 
> _— 
£23 \< ( qualis qualis eſt ) 
_ S==” gmnia illa, quibus 
” nuperrime przbuiſtis creQas 

A 2 auUres, 


Ep: flola Dedicatoria. 

. \ * A 
aures. 'Quam acrius cflagita- 
runt non Pauct, ut In apricum 
teram.hanc omnibus & ſin gu= 


lis veſtrum perquam humilli- 
me offero. | 
Non eſt quodlauti apologia 
ceuiongisambagibus vosfuti- 
te & nullo cum icuftu morer. 
Polt iteratas a me denuo munl- 
tunque inficias, vicerunt 
randem corum, quibus fami- 
liariffimc utor, rationes, qux 
©; Ti, deltderio Chriſti, cel1, evan- 
2. 3ricn-gelin, cju{demque Miiterii 
2” cxardere mihi videbantur. 
23491) Pompaticam eloquentiam 
con _— Cut Hieronywmtiin5iruutar non 
7d;;4pyAmbilt concionator veſter,nec 
Srwy- Doric aurium, 4 fed pro- 


peryChryft, 
im Tit, delle 


Es Epiftola Dedicatoria. 


b x Cor.to 
defle 2nImis-: bh «4 £9 Gotly Abs 5 ER , 


ut cum Apoſtolo loquar, ne'?- , 
+ . » 9T1 8 (ug- 
inants reddatur crux Chriſti. ,,, «52, 


c Oratione 1taque prelsa ulus v6 


x | ” OI F235 Td 
{um,non preculra p d poPli-g;.uue. 


lari, non polita. e Nec mintis 7270, c- 


de rebus Theologicis dicen- at 3h eat - 


onte le; 


dum ſemper dux1, quam de :394, r3 
Philolophicis Cicero - Iſtiu(- 54+. 


. . \ . Chryſ.in 2 
modi res dicere ornate Pueri Cor. rr. 

| d .Q: 114 « 

le eſt, plane autem & PEr=nndun - 
, FSFE. 8 * Prnts Ur 

{picuc expedire pole, docti looms mm. 

& intell!g<entts viri, j deſtior can- 
Vent ita 


074139 pre [< 


ſa nan _audax, Seneca. Ep. 40. #2 j110. e Cujnſtungue orat- 


Aa 2 des pots cam, { Lotta 5 {ata antimiuyn 1 prſfttis oc- 
CirDAtas bn Ferephis iis joldum, Ie. Epiſt. 27, f Cicero 
L. 3. de finos, bon, & mal. 


Rerum Theologicarum Con= 


culcatores, potins, quam con- 


A3 c1onatores 
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cionatores ſunt, qui ( ſecun-. 


dum Hzreronymum ) exceptis 
verbis tinnults arque emendis 


y Hier. Ep. 


catis, nifil aliud loquuntur. 


1amil. mg g Licent i Itaque ut cum Apo- 
ſtolopalam & ingenue profi- 
tear, non ſtatuiſſe me quice 
quam {cire, nifi Jeſum Chri- 
{tum, exmque crucifixum : þ 


hþ 1 Cor. 2. 2, i Con- 
fel. L. 2, ca. 4- 
k - E:brſcar ergo ſu- 
perbus && inſgiltx Pecea- 
tor, + itmeat Cclatione 
excatus, tr 7 baflumma- 
fas, imp! rune Vito 
ie e/atus,ſ i pattainflatus5 
eb plus placet ars Art 
footet;s (1161172 ſcieatia 
Ae Avoſtolis, p/us codex 
Flitoms <,atam liber dis 
1242 quem mull: leflin 
Wits it, HH la (a+ e uti 
ediſucc t; mulus ſerms 
ſapst, iſt ſuerit Gram 
Matite £07:6:Ftus, Dias 


& quicquid fi ſine hoc 


nomine fuerit,quam- 


vis literatum, & ex- 
policum , & veridi- 
cum, non me totum 
rapuilc , ficut Augu- 
ſiznus. i Valeant, per 
me licet, oratorum 
Jenocinia,Platonico . 
rum & k Peripatett- 

__ conim 
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_ corum ſophilmata : ,g;.4 imarinetu, 


Arma cnim militiz £#herorics prrprira- 


noſtrz non carnalia On 
{lunt > {ed divinitds / 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
valida, ad deſtruQgio. Heb. 4: 12. 
© * Seu $Znplnouires 
nem munitionum : [ 2 Pauls ſcriptums 


Vivus eſt Det ſermo fir, *t plerique lee 


k gant, ſextEngupives, 
& efticax w_ Tora ut Complatenſis edte 
icriptura divinitus tro, vim vocabuls 


:  eglus in ſe inclus 
eſt inſpirata,eademq; Fay Bly Proinde 


| utilis ad doarinam, ab Oecumento ex=- 


ad redargutionem,ad Pritur «wwlroui- 

Py PE es x) T19Ampoplory 
corre 1Oncm,a I1l- qu de rmmtegregplenz 
ciplinam in juſtitia : As © 

þ ryſoſtomo ar- 
Nec lolummodo | a rem ptr; ag 
teſt hominem {apien- 1. e. accurate & 


= is « exatte inftrultus , 
tem reddere ad a Jo-Rainold. T hel. 


lJutem, verum eilam To de S, {cripteras 
hominem Det chm Þ: 64+ 


\ . / 
«21:00 EIN EE T.0uiv37 5; * Aa Oo 
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2 2 Tim. 3: ; 5 
15,16, 17. OC pertecttim ; & ad oitifie | 


14c Andr. 


River. 1(:- OPUS bonitti perfeae inftru- 
——_— 

In evangelio; en ! omnnis 
veritas eſt, & omnis manifes 
ſtatio vetitatis;{icut Origeres. 

0 En! xt prov beck; W v0 50? Ay + 
om 9.245, Uti Baſilius p Ind, vel 
od, Bellarmino ipto fatente, En! 
p Contn2 {acra (criptura regula certi(s 


Eunoml- | , 
um. L.1. {1ma, tutifiimaque eſt q 


Ad enn- 
dem modums © Chryſoromus ſ[criprrram dicit” 
& i) Cuyd aFavia! Uxi YI 07% oO K& ro: 
Humil. 13, in 2. ad Corinth. q De Ve:bo Dei. 
$I C2. | 


Ad ſcripturas itaque audi- 
Adv FOIeS ubique Provoco, qua- 
ſir: rum adoranda eit plenitudo. 
plenttuilne 1 , 
T<r:.:d. 5 Ad legem & coitcfſtatio- 
ve 1, Acr- " ; 
Mus OO ZECLLEY 
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nem, cum lja'a clamito, g*iſ3. 20, 
Illuad ipſum , quod antehac 
Conliantinus, in Synodo Ni-« 

cena, omnibus a me diflen- 
tientibus ſuadeo : untinam, 

& addi liceat perluadeo! viz 

ut hoſtilem omnem expel- 
Terites contentionem, ex ver- 

bis divinitus inſpiratis, folu- 
tionem quzſtioni capiamus, 

t Audiamus , quid «4 naycmity fs 
dicit Dominus; non per er OE 
quid dicit Donatus, *\,,\;6 27 2, 
VP &Cc. vel hic, vel Tw.or rw 22219- 
Ille , licet apprime Theodor. - Hiltor' 


; Eclef, t: 1+ ca. 7: 
cruditus, Atnicus aut v—rlorſica tm 

NOWBen Mea 11 00115 
tibns, dicit Domirus : Andi : dicit Nominus, non di- 
Cit Dow: it 45, aut Ro7atus, at F; /BCERTTHS, A at Am 


broſias,aut Auguſtus. Ay g-Epift.48.circa m:C 1. 


"146 
Pp 450 


* Contr. 
Perilianu 
arc umnt, 
Ecl. Ca. 3. 


x Ilcmy 
cm, 
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us. Nec audiamus,ut inquit 
1dem Auguſiinus; * Hzc dico, 
hzc dicis; ſed audiamus, hxc 
dicit Dominus. Liceat ejuf- 
dem verbis, & fratres a'loqui 
me, aliter hoc in argumento, 
quod iu manibus eſt, ſentien- 
tes Sunt certe libri Nominici, 
quorum authoritat! urrique 
conlentimus, utrique credi- 
n:us, utrique fervimus , ibi 
quzramus eccleliam, ibi diſ- 
cutiamus caulam nolſtram. 
Nolo equidem, (ut ſubjungir 
iIlle ) humanis documentis , 
{cd divinisoraculis, eccleftam, 
addo & miniſter:um, demon- 


"ftrari. x 


Illud tamen non difliteor, 
{ed 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 

ſed planc, ur res eſt, haud 
invirus expono ; hoc aliquan- 
to majorem mihi 1njeciſle 
ſcrupulum , utrum libertas 
iſta prophetandi,quam adop- 
carune fratres, S. icripturz 
accommodata fugrit ? an po- 
tius aba'iena ? ſc. quod, non a Dee: 
modo in Socinianorum & Farr: 

OE” recite id 
caſtris, uſitatiflime cam pro- ;,,,,,r: 
pugratam habemus,qui ſcrip- wm 
curls parum tribuunt, vertm 7, "7" 


etiam), in F nthuſiaſta \ayoo! col = docendt: 


Invie C 1114 . is aggredi, 
uvie ( & <zuidem farraginis greats 


id aptus ſit, quod ag gredi copitat, vel cupit Theoph. 


| Nictolaid. #7 refit. tratÞ. de milf. miniſtrorum, In 


eandem ſententiam ped:bas eunt.Catecheiis Racco- 
vieniis.C. 2, Ragdccins innrot. in librum S migelects, 
©6197 in Traftati 42 Eccleſia, Eins defenfionem has 


betr:, per Thbe-ph, Nicholaidem. 


homunc'ionum 


Epiſftola' Dedicatoria. 
homuncionum) b qui ſcrip- { 
turas apeite Tejiclunt At ſen- 

bE/izi-rentiz huic uni ſuffragantur 


wir do” 
wa ſec omues, in hocunum lubencil- 


:i0/um 5 {mne cocuntes. 

Diabo/t | 

ciu,dooma Anabaptiſticiide homimbus fine diſcrimme 
perm tendis, funitiourm eccleſiaſticam ſuſcivere, & 
eccleſtam docere, Heron. Zanchi. is quartum pre- 
COpIume 


Teſtem Deum invoco in 
© 2 Cor, anNImam meam;c me nullis vel 
1-23- 1racundix, vel invidix 1 Ign1- 

culis leibere » Ob ans 
nunciatum Chriſtum, ceu 
anhclantes{lacrorum defiderio 
Cuari{tianos. Hoc mihi intimc 
In votis eft , Dominimque 
meſlts animieds & obnixe 
rogo, ut opcrarios in mellem 

{vam 


d 
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P* ſua <0", mitrat, d emittat, 4Scomdi 


wvuloat. 5// 


N- e extrudat, f ceu ect. ginterneta: 


OTC 


ar Nam mc: ds utdem multa e ſecxdiim 
ye / 


{= 


operarti auteImn jAuct. ” Uiud?® Es 


Montane |} 

unice memor x infixum ve-f /cuudun 
E almi & 

lim, qgucd omint (It extru- Syriac De 


1.6m Per 


dere operarios :deoque dolo- = Yies 
{1 potius quam doch eſt, 1e-!: 


2:0 Hilars 
1p{um 1ntrudere, ceu InNJ1Cere. eabory 
Huc ut animum advertatis, © Ge 

41 UL Ou 


m eoque cogitationes altius najuqui 
defigere ut placeat , ſuadet* Hens 


HET. 
hec , quam audiviſtis , Con-j/3.6 
C10. Lv{-cum 
Rerum ſummas tanttim << 
perlequebar : utpote, qui 
compencia Jong's antract;- 
bus anteponenda {-mper fen= 
ſt, Przfertim vero, quia fic 
poitulabant 


Ep: ftols Dedicatoria. 


poſtulabane anguſtiz tempos, | 


ris, nec aliud, utplurimum 
anditorum oenii: ut multa 
in pauca confcram, & omnia 
( quoad poſlem ) quz argu- 
mentum hoc ſpectant , ut 
uno qual! faice compleQar: 
Nonnulla infuper adſcripſ1 - 
at non fine delidetio vo- 
ſtrim alicuzus, mulcis mihi 
nominibus pariter & yobis 
oblervandi, & mulcimodz 
literaturz celebritate de- 


corati, Hxc ad intium 


cujuly1s linez fic (©) infig- 
nita ded1. 

Me ex aliorum fontibus 
hortulos hoſce noltros ir- 
rigatlſe , haud inticias eo : 


h Nec. 


fk. fol Stn 


OLE CUE ETC OPTI RE” Ty” TI GH Vs Rs T Wa * a. Wa f7 A fo ial "wm. Ma «kl. 


—_ 
s 


SM OM 
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' h NeC (olum ab altenigenis Zh Eft ee 


{ed a noſtrcatibus hk hoc a gu- rm ut 
mentum teri, eruditiont ves... 


0, benig- 
ſtrx latis compertumeſt. mam, & 
-* plenum 
ingenni pudoris, fateri per quos profeceris. Plini, fe- 
cund, :d Veſpaiian prafat. nat. hiftor. 
5 Joh Gerhard. Loc. Com, Tum. Sext. de Mi- 
nift Ecclef. ca. 3. ſet. 1.n. 54. &c. :. 64. &ce 
Fred. Baldvin. Cai, conſc. 1 4. ca. 4,cafi: 1. Joth, 
Stegwan. Phothi:1aniim. Dip. 53. qu. 1 & 26 
Hier. Zanpchius in quart. p-zcepr. Chen: nic. Loce 
Com: de ecclci:3, Bucanue Luc,Com. 42. qu. 29+ 
ad qu. 45, Profeti. Leyd- cenſ confel. ca, 2. ſets 
2. 3. Synuphis pur. Theolog, Diiput. 46. c. 5, 
Apollonii Confiderailc quart. controverſe &c. 
Ca« 5«< Ui. Zo : 
&k Lazar. Scaman agadiarity, Gilleſpy Miſcell. 


_ queſt, Rutherford peac. plea. ch. 16, qu. 16. & 


ducrighc of Pre{byt. ch. 5. 1c&, 1, 2: Collins 
vindiciz min. Evangel. & vindiciz revindicatz. 
Hall. Pulpit guarded. Fe reby Lawf. preach Tho. 
Bali. London Minift. Jus d:ivinuw Minifcrii E- 
vangelii. Liber v1x. ſatis laudatus, & qui de eccleſi 
Avglican a optime meritus eff. 


Veſtrim 
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Veſtiim erit, reverendz 


fratres, Xqua lance trutinare, 
quid jit vert, & quid a vao 
—_— : qui (muſarum dicam? 
an ) ſcripturarum ſacris ver- 
ſatiflimieſtis, & politiort 1t- 
terarura inſtructiflimi. Quic- 
quid bon occurrit, aut vert, 
illad Det efle, palam profite 
or: fin zliquid malt, vel falſi, 


( quod me prorſus 
] Omnia boze mea, 


wer ſunt pure bon. latet ) hoc plane 
3:0 Puremenzomma noſtr; elit. / Hic, 


mala men, © ſunt primum OPpTIam de- 


pure ml, & pure 


i di , ut quantum 
m Sic in/irut £2P- OM8BIMo potwu , cum 


r145, de arte ha. 
SIA autiendi {cripturis loquar, nt 


Cor:c:oves Sacre | && Nec fallar In els, 
Ja.C:Z's nec talluam ex ets 
a Penes 


pan 9+ 


Ly” WE WW 


H_ 


U) w 
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z Penes vos fit judictuny, his 

de rebus : quibuſeum, tan« 

quam Frart in vos n Sic adprecatur 

animi , & permagni Augufirm St 
\. caſte delicia mee 

alfectus ( licet per- ſcripture tHe: nec 

exiguum ) teltimo- fallar i» pa ac 

nium, libellus hic . = 

depomtur. 

Grata memoria amores , 
mores, res velitras omnes 
proſequor. Grata mihi ſem+ 
per in mEntem occurrit eon- 
cofrdia veſtra, grata comitas, 
ofrati cofiventus, grataconſue- 
tudo & colloquia. Eruditam, 
quam apud vos frequentifli- 
mus obfervavi pietatem, ex- 
ardeſcentes preces, efferve(- 
centem zelum , exoptatam 


(a) {ub « 
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ſubmuſſionem, exantlaros la-_ 


bores, & emeritus #520 9 0- 

yrro, laudes nulla unquam 

apud medeleat . n:c delebt ) 

oblivo. Art temperabir 1er+ 

mo , quamvis nunquam 
o Ipſe mc tacebunt affectus. o 


Citns 
quim vos obliviſcar: etl nnquam ſermo racebit, lo« 
quetur affedus. Ambrol. de Giatianv & Valen- 


LinlanOs | 
Pernavigate , chariflimi 
fratres, & verb & vuz velis 
expaniis, {ecundiori fpiritus 
affatu fruituri, potiamirique 
votis, amico lidere, amicis 


ky &,-f 


Cl 


ſanQtis, ad Dei gloriam, Dia« ,, 
bolorum gravamen, eccleſiz 
pacem, & eccleſiaſticorum 


proſpera, irementibus licer 
| & 


IT 
Ia 
el 
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. & frendentibus Satana, ejuſ- 


s quos {timulos adji- 


que (eCtatoribus. 

Non eſt, quod noſtrim 
quivis, Jonx inſtar, p in totp Jon. 1, 
tantzlqz ecclefiarum procel-5: 6: 
iis, Ignorationis, Ignaviz, 
Intemperant'z, aut ingeni1 
vairi ſomno fit conlopitus. 
Officio honeliati lumus. Hoc 
unicum , 7 QUAS ,, Tim, ,.1.a46. 


{cintillas admoveret? Epiſcopus eſt nomen 
quod plus oneris , 


quam honors /t Out- 


S ceret ? ut Chriſti fcar. polyd. Vir- 


E propugnatores, & 5 


K 
pe 
E 
IN 
t 
XC. 


il, 
r Unot labores we- 
CArnis EX P u gnato TICS ritati nunc exhibes, 


 nolmet comprobe- ?#! tianrermvere- 


Fa tignts pignora iatrad 
MUs. Optime cecet ſpei trite oats 


laboranti. r Nec ob-  cla»ſum renes,Gre* 
eſt quo mintis in 8%: Moral. 
a 2- lautiora 
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lautiora provehantur dona, 
iplihimo utu, & docendo - 
promoveamur dodrina, s * 

» 

8 Qn0 in plures diffuuditur, ev redandantior manat, ( 

& mw ſuum fontem recurrit. In ſe enimrefluit ubert as 

prudentie, & quo pluribus fluxerit, ev exercitims fit 

omneyquod remanct. Ambreoſ, Offic, ( 


| Quodad me ſpedar, cum * 
prxteQto Pharaoni a poculy, : 
peccata mea recordaturus 
{um hodie ; # ingenueque 
; Gen; 41. 9, cum Ambroſiorecog- 
v Offic, ce hoy: noſco: v quod pri. R 
_ Fuſe "".ribere 8 docere inciperem; F 
—& quantumliber quam diſcere : Dil-" 
quiſg, profecerit , cendum igitur mihi” 


qr,” wwe A Ay 


»emo eſt, qui decer: 
21977 —_—_ drm Vvi- ſimul & doc E nd um d 
vas, Ibid, elt, Nec profireri, 


Pige| 


V 
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> piget, Auguſtin verbis * pa- 


" rmmutatis,ex cOrUMMUMErO * Fgo ex 


 meefle,qui docetproficiendo, eorum 
numero 


+, & docendo pioficiunt x &1N,,, ,5; 
- hoc gaudeo (utiSeneca ) ali- profitcor; 


gut ſeri- 


quid diſcere,ut doce* j,,, ,,,f,remdo, & 
an - nec me ulia res ſcribende proficiunt 
_ Epitt. 7. 
 _ licet. ex» F225 ita front 
of HT {it & alutaris, ut homines dum do» 
" quam mihi uni ſci- £4, 4iſcant. Se- 
1e ſe neca Epiſt. 7. 
_ cUrus UIN, Jy y [dem, Epilts 6. 
Veneror equidem inventa 


lapientiz :  & facile eorum = nos 
+6 Jo 


[1s 

n; 

-(.ſententiz ; accedo, qui judica- pit 
p;runt, nemin®© unqui habuiſle 
doOrinam inmicum, niſl ig. 
exjBorantem. Iccoque de indu* 
ze ſiria, hac in re, aliquantilper 
ver a tnikec concio,nequis 
a 3 auditorum 


a. 2 SG we 
Fe i LANES AG _ - - ——— CRC Rnes 
2 WIE 4 4 RR wing Ix lh. = an by © 
S62% I) vos ate Bn 7 Gris 005-4 4 * To pO IwIP IRS I” » 
- - p 
— - - - — _ - o w *  <b-a <4 - " 
- _ So 095 ge . pe ———os 


_— _ ” 
H_— 
> - 


4 ISS " 
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auditorum a veritatis trami- 


— 


ce, hac ex parte, defleCtat. 
Hlad vero planememiniſle, & 
penita mentereconditum vel - 
Jem ; altud efle erudiri de ve- 


ritatibus Jeſu Chriſti, aliud 


a Ehpcſ,4.20, 21. 
INenguid Domine 


Deus weritatas , 


c;iſqus novit iſt a, 
ipje placet tibif [ns 
teilx enim him , 
qui ſcit omnia i!!a, 
ic autem neſcit : 
Beatus autem quz 
dcit , etiamſi ills 


neſciat «Qwivero Wh 


edoceri de eo, ficut 
veritas cit in Jelu #, 
Poteſt quis peritus 
elle, imo pradicator, 
b tamen peritu'us c, 
Nec {icmmmorandum 
eſte icientits judico, 


ut poſthabirz {int 


7e C illa novit nonprovter illabea toy fed proper te ſor 
{im beatus eft.Gofuug Cot Lc b1Gorg9. 47 

C Onid proac} periinun eſſe, ON Pereira | 
Avg. ' Confel. L. 11; C2. 


d. rc 


2.204% BS: 


ſcripturx 4, nec ipſi dim 
{cripruris , att Juhi ſpiri- 


[i 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 
tue. Animalis enim homo- 
non percipit, quz ſunt {piri- prof 
tus De1,in icripturis n:{1, po- "ibs + 
centi ejulJem Ipiritus adju- »arceſ- 
mento f, cujus inſpiratione, —_— 
exaratz lune {cripturz g. Caduca 
| ſequi fig- 

menta, & cole faſtidire myſteria? 1hdors de lie 
bris Geritil. e —O Domine perfice me, © revela 
mihi eas. Avg. Conf {, L. 11, ca. 2 Anoſ- 
Camus gratiam, qite facit Prod: fſe doftrinam, que 
gratia {i deſityuidemms etinm ob.f[e dotrinam. Idem 
Epilſt. 107. f 1 Gor, 2. 14 Pial. 119. 15. £ 
2 lim. 3 16. | 

Sed manum de taSnla. Ut 
veritati & vobis proſpere {uc- 
cedant omnia, obnixe peto. 
Adunitis veſtris conſiliis , 
conatibus, 8& cxptis omnibus, 
fauſta [zt4que omnia p <core 
Ur vivat Chriftus; valeat 


a 4 caula 


Epiſtola Dedicatoriz. | 


cauſa ejus, vigeat concordia, 
nec diutius yacillent Chriſtt- _F 
ani - utrevaleicat, quz eſt 
{ecundum pacem, dilc) plina, ; 
& radices altiozes agat, qux 
eſt {ecundim pictatem, do- 
Ctrina ; iterum atque iterum, 6 
inſ(tat oratio 


Dex ;ndiſſuwi vobis tc 
fratris owicys ac 7 
Domino conſervi 


) 
] 
JoH NoR Ma N, ; 


To 


VECEOEETEEE 
y To the plain, efpecially the 


pious READERS, 


ad 


,, &Q WT Ext to the glory of God 


v,/; 


EL . NV - my Sawiour,the good of 
= Sr your fouls, was it that 


, ſubdued me; ( who bad elſ been 
ſtill deaf to all intreaties of 
friends and fellow-labourers ) 
to let you ſeethis from the Preſs, 
which others (© probably, ſon 
of you ) beard fromthe Pulpit. 
The ſame God, who perfefs 
firength in weakneſs that ſo far 

* proſper d it when it was deli - 
wvered to the car, make it now 
likewife þ werfill #pon the 
bear: ,-en it is delivered to the 
eyedf cither en ſbal be _— 

c 


The Fp:ſtle 
ed by it, or the ſaints refreſped, 
or the ſaucineſs of ſeducers red, 
buked, or the ſervice of om 
Sawiour regularly advanced, j 
the ſpeaker bath bis end, thi; 
ſermon its errand. Some thing, 
are now ſet before you, mri, 
than were then ſpoken : Som 
things which I did not then de. * 
frgn,eſpecially for further cleer. * 
ing up of objefhons ; others, 
which I could not then del:wer, 
for the fuller carrying on of the 
application. Both are common- 
ly thus marked ( ©) at the be- 
Frog of each lime. The reſtyou 
davewelnigh in the ſame words 
which you ti-en heard , as near 
as my notes and memory could 


ſuggeſt 


to the Reader. 
"ſuggeſt 2t , onely ſome things 


ow and then may be herein de- 

'Mlivered leſs contraGly:eſpecial- 

i ly in the uſes. Before you pernſe, 
"ray. Man may open the Scrip- 

- tures to yourund-rſtandings, but 
" God alone can open your under. _ 
. ſtandings tothe Scriptures a A's. © 
* you Þ ruſe, pcuſe a while, and PET 
conſider ; -onflering the [eve 

rall texts and truths, and com- 
paring ſpirituall things with 
ſpiritual, Tf you wil notmzattate 
" upon, @ ſearch God's Word, 
I ſhall never marwail, if you 
miſtake or {light mens writings. 
'S Having per uſed, put things to 
an iſſue ; 4s inthe preſence of 

God \ Judging your ſelves that 
ſt you 


{1 


16 


The Epiſtile 

: th, 

you be not judged, Do you Con, | 
clude upon the whole, that ſud? ; 
as undertake to beteachers ordit ; 
narily in the Church withou®” 
ordination, are but toy ling them: fo 
ſekvs in their own corruption 9”, 
Ob ! tet conſcirnee be put off by j, 
you, while it is ready to put to , 
you ſuch queſtions as theſe, Is it ; 
a ſin for this man to preach,and 

can it bee ſafe for thee to hear 

bim? Canthy attendance be wel, 
3 his a6t ſo ill? Shal his gailt 

increaſe by it, and wil thine de- 

creaſe? Doth hewiolate an Ordi- 
#ance of God,and invade an of- 

fice ſo ſacred ith: Goſpel? And 
durſt thou beſide thy conni- 
vence atthis attempt,bring it all 


the 


7 


tothe Reader. 

E the countenanee,whereto thy c3= 
WS, will amount © Could the 
. pr de o his beart make him a 
"preacher, unleſs ty preſence 
Fwith arbers,( provably the more 

m for ti&e "did 32 untain h1mbear- 

ers? O my foul ! Shall I int 

s hopef r heaven, harden him in 

0 tha ft n,for which} we muſt with 

t ont repentance, h.wi in bell for 

7 ever? Is this to reproveear doth 

" it not approve this work of 

» darkneſs, to giveit the reſpect 

; of my obſervance in the open 

light ? Shall I not knowingly 
bereby communicate in bis ſin £ 
and how can I have comfort 
thence for my own ſoul * Hath 


God prohibited him to preach? 
ana 


The Epiſtle 

and bow can I have a precept tfic 
hear © or hope to profit b by) 
bearing bime Where have it 

hi promiſe that I ſhall,or how 4 
[4þ { pray in faith, that I may reef 
wy any ſoul-advantage by hith 6 
ſpecially, while 1 run my ſelf 
upon ſuch a tentation, inſteadm 
of reclaiming him from kits riſe” 
greſſron 2 Nay, bear the WW. ord 
of the Lord : 1 ſent them not, nor 
commanded them:therefore they Þ 
ſhal not profitthis peopleat all, . 
ſaith the Lord, Jer. 23. 32. ! 
Hearken not to the words of 1 
ſuch Prophets; for I bawe not 

( 


þ ſent ther , faith the Lord, Jer, 
F if 27.14.15. 23.16. with 21. | 
| | Reader bad" ſithou ſeenthe pub- 


To the Reader. 
f 1ich tears, that were bled forth at the 
yes 3 OF heard the p [juonate throws, 

th,r were breathea Jerth from the 

 %e. ris; by (ner theje} l-:D mts ofChriſt 
animal weren:w) ole mnt; / et apar1 [T hat 
gpever h« ſhoutu preach jo many ſermons 


, without a ſolemn ſending forth ! and_ 


2 which te could jee no promiſe o 
Jſuee, | &c. ] 1t could not but have 
dmaae jome impreſſion upon thy heart, 
A it did upon mine and many 0- 
4 #- rs. T ſhall detain thee no lon- 

ger, but to deliver my own ſoul, in 
W the words of Zealons, and Studious © 


Firſt 
:16ccr for 


-y Baxter *. Chriitian Reader, as ever them 
7 thou would ſt be ſanGtified, confirms ſtry,f. 14+ 


? ed, and fived, hold faſt to Chriit, 
* IC criprure, Miniſtry aud Spirit 5 and 
i that in the Church e&- Communion 


ot Saints 5 and avbor the thops hts of 


ſeparating each from other. "4nd tn * Epiſtle 


to the 


” declare my ſenje of the ſawe Irath, ing e,q.. be. 
the ſamererms with holy ond humble fore P. 


Dr, Sibbs *, now in beaver, I jpeak 


HM, yrs ON | 
he Erhe- 
70T, #147 $83 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
910t as if way wereto be given 10 Va 
ſtian, lawleſs, licentions, liberty | 
propheſying 3 that every onc,as ſoon | 
he 3s big of ſome new conceit. ſhon 


bring forth his abortive monſter: F( 


thus the pillars of C__ fail 
ould ſoon be ſhaken,@» the Church: 
God.which is an houſe of order,wou 
become a Babel,an houſe Mi confuſto: 
The doleful ifſnes of which pretende 
liberty we ſee in Polonia, T ranſylv: 
nia, and in Countries meerer hand 
Reader,the doleful iſſues which we ſe 
in England,le: 5 ſeg h over, & ſprea; 
before the Lord, in whom Ireſt. 


Thy ſoul-friend, 


f 


_—_ 


JouN NoxManY 


of 


( 
ſ 
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d Ordination-Sermon, 

V'e 

#26 2 Timothie 2. 2. 

a; And the things that thou baſt heard of "Mc, 
among many witneſſes, the ſame commir 
thou to faithſull men, who ſhall be able 
to teach others alſo. 


M Heletwo Epiſtles of Timc* 
WT thy,and thenextto Tits; 
SHeq What aze they,but Par!'s 
DireQory for thegegu- 
lar continuance, and re- 
verend carriage of the 
Colpel- -Miniſfiry ? Two things h: intt- 


ſle h upon ty 2 The inveſti; wc 
of 


Chriſt”s Commiſſion-Officer : | 
of ſome with the Office of Miniſters, the | 
imployment of ſuch in this Office, Huw 1 
and on whom T :mothy and 7itus ſhall « 
confer it, and how them(cIves and thoſe 
ſhould carry themſelves in it: what 1 


was their part tor delegating men to the 7: 


. Miniftry, and what niuſt be their own 7 


and others part and demeanour in the b 
Miniſtry. Theſe things are very accu- P 
rately and abundantly interſperſed. I 
Lo, it is not enough ( without furcher Þ 
preface ) that Timothy :n theſe, and Titus 
in the next Epiſtle look how they do (/ 
comport themſelvs, but they muſt com-A 
mit this ſacred truſt to others ; the ne-E!: 
ccſlity of the Miniftry is ſo eminent: andP34 
this with the beſt-fighted caution, and” 
moſt ſtudious circumſpe&ion,the natureEP 
of che Miniſtry is likewiſe ſo excellent,s* 
This, this beloved & much reverenced 7 
whichisthe end of your preſent convene 
tion, is Pa!'s charge, and muſt be T:mo-c4 
thie's care in this vere, The things that#'c 
thou pſt heard of me among many witneſſes} 
the [ame commit thou, &'c the 
Four things waſt be here briefly engui?% 
red into: 1. The matters or things whiclf! 
areto bec committed, 2, The manner 
OW: 


| ln Ordination-Sermon;, 
e | how? 3e Theinan by whom, 4. The 
y mcn to whom tice things are to bee 
1 cummlcced. 
e FOccit, what are the thingswhich Timothy 
it muſt commir ? Pas! cells him, T he things 
ie that thou haſt heard of me, the ſame com- 
n 24 tho, But whether thoſe which hee 
ie had heard trom Paw! publickly and o- 
1- penly in his preaching,or more particu- 

lacly choſcathis own ordiration, when 
xr hee was put into the Miniftry by | 
is Paul, (a) rogether with the Presby cery, ©) : Tim. 
lo (5) oe the chief or only things in our 65 r Tin 
a- Apoſtles eye, it is nor «xpretſed: The, 
e-cniuing words beſpeak the laſt ( at leaſt 
1dpart];.if :ot ) principally inter:ded: 7i- 
1d mothy it is plains not only charged tn theſe 
reEprſtles with teaching others, but with or- 
1tAaining teachers: And no doubt , but 
d avith committing #nto others the Office to 
neteach, hes to commit ſuch Goſpel-truths by 
zateaching, as ſh all be of beſt, and moſt mſcr= 
naviency, to their holy and happy condutt, 
>; thronghout the difficulties, and d [charge of 

their office of Teachers, A pornt of eaſe 
1jabſervation, and eminent uſe, which could 
cyt probably be omitted at the Apoſtles Or- 


\eftination of Timothy, that hath obrained 
W. 2 Wettn 


93 


Chriſt's Commiſſion Officer : 
of ſome with the Office of Miniſters, th 
imploymenc of ſuch in chis Office, H:, 


NOTE 


This volum: 
tight binding a 
effort has beer 
duce the centre 

result ir 
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thehow ? 3. The1naan by whom, 4. The 

7 o.whoa.chcle things are to bce 
TT 


ne has a very 
and while every 
en made to repro- 
res, force would 


In damage 
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Chriſt”s Commiſſion-Officer : | 
of ſome with the Office of Miniſters, the! 
imploymenc of ſuch in chis Office, Huw? 
and on whom T:mothy and 7 :itws ſhalle 
confer it, and how themiclIves and thoſe 
ſhould carry themſelves in ic : whatl 
was their part tor delegating men to the 
Miniſtry, and what niuſt be their own# 
and others part and demeanour in th. 
Miniſtry. Theſe things are very accuP' 
rately and abundantly interſperſed, la 
Lo, it is not enough ( without furchen« 
preface ) that Timothy :n theſe, and TitaF- 
in the next Epiſtle look how they d& 
comport themſelvs, but they muſt com 
mic this ſacred truſt to others ; the ne! 
ccſlity of the Miniftry is ſo eminent: ans 
this with the beſt-fighted caution, an#9 
moſt ftudious circumſpeAion,the naturf? 
of che Miniſtry is likewiſe ſo excellen® 
This, this beloved & much reverenced”! 
whichisthe end of your preſent converf7 
tion, is Paz!'s charge, and muſt be T r1m#at 
thie's care in this verte. The things thi 
thou aſt heard of me among many witneſſe? < 
the [ame commit than, T's oh 
Four things waſt be here briefly enquſe 
red into- 1. The matters or things whi0 } 
areto bee commicted, 2, Tne mann# 
mov 


| An Ordination-Sermoy, 
he how ? 3. The inan by whom, 4. The 
w mcn tO whom tiicſe things are to bee 
ill commi.ced. 
oe Firit, what are the thingswhich Timothy 
atmult commicr 2? Pas! cell» him, T he 5hings 
heat thor haſt heard of me, the ſame com- 
wt tho, But whether thoſe which hee 
thhad heard trom Pau! publickly and 0- 
cupenly in his preaching,or more particu- 
lacly cholcathis own ordrmation, when 

hence was put into the Miniftry by 
;1uÞ aul, (a) rogether with the Presby cery, ©) 2 Tim. 
db) oethe chief or only things in our 65 TT 
»mIpoſtles eye, it is noc + xpretſed : The 4.14 MT 
neti{uing words beſpeas the laſt ( at leaſt 
anartl;.it ot \ principally interded. 7r- 

anf#othy it 1s plains not only charged tn theſe 

tuiip!/tles with teaching others, but with or = 
en#/ning teachers : And no doubt, but 
-eqrith committing unto others the Office to 
vegrach, he 1s to commit ſuch Goſpel-truths by 
impaching, as Il all be of beſt, and oſt mſer 

+hfency, to therr holy and happy condutt, 

, ſeronghout the difficuities, and d (charge of 

wir office of Teachers, A port of eaſie 

auſervation, and eminent ſe, which could 

h107 probabl J, be omitted at the Apoſtles Or- 

nn#atien of Timothy; that hath obrained 
B 2 Weltn 


v3 
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18, cum 2 


4 Chriſt's Commiſſun- Officer + | 


well- nigh an unrverſall concurrencegat evee| 
ry Ordination ſince. | 

Secondiy,but how muſt T:#zothy com- 
mit theſe things? TxadAs. It would be 
little other than a walt of precious time, 
and of your patience, to produce the ſe- 
verall Scriptures in which, or purpoſes 
to which, this word is uſed. Thee are 
but two ſenſes (I humbly cunceive) that 
Tim.1.14. can With any probabilicy bee tendered 
Lu.12 48. here: viz. Either that Timothy commit 
&© = theſe things to others in way of do&rine 
bey/on0)v. only, by teaching and opening theſe 
Toophyla- things to them ; or in way of delegation 
fiferimen allo; and ſpeciall truſs, as the word i: 
conftituit iy Often uſed; (c truſting theſe things 
verbs With them as Officers, who are to teach 
NS o97% Others, and muſt theretore be a depoliro- 
T*24]:9- ry and treaſure-houſe of divine truths 
yx.. /llnd for others. This latter ſenſe, which cms- 
rACcrfIt ae nently taketh in the committing of the Of . 
Maca Gre to teach, is that which to me ſe-me, 
nom, boc : ns 
20 de pg. Molt eſpecially in our Apoſtles d:{12n 
16:40, v4 and purpoſe, for theſe eworeaions. Be» 
deeplura a- Cauic, 1. This moſt openly correiponrds, 
Pee. B:<am nor only to the {ubje&t in hand, bue to 
1 cj. the ſcope of the whole + both Epiſtles 
/uc ud wc Ding to direft Timothyelps cially about 
| Publick 


c)1 Tim. 1 


U 
91/7, 
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An Ordination-Sermmy, 


publick Ordinances and Officers : how 
| heſhall Ordain Officers, and how theſe 
* and himſcltſhall order the affairs of 
© their Ofiice. 2+ This hath the moſt ob- 
” vious, it not the only countenance from 
* the Characters given us, of the men to 
* whom Timothy is to commit theſe things 
which are immediately ſubjoined, For 
if T-mothy were to commit theſe things 
to them only,in way of dofrinal teach- 
ing; what necd or uſe was there, of fo 
© ſevere a reſtriftion, or of ſuch ſpecial 
ſe qualifications, as we read added? faith- 
MN full mer,able to teach others alſo + which 
B Gilleſpy in bis Miſcellany Oueſtions, Col- 
B lizs in his Yindicie, and the London Mis 
ch niſters in their Jus Divinum Minifterit 
O- Evangelici, do very well obferve. No 
Bs doubc, but as to the doftrinall teaching 
2” of theſe things, Timothy was no lefs a 
f- debtor, than was Pas! co the Barbarian, 
1, as well ag Gretk; to the unlearned, as 
21 well as learned; bothto the wile, and 
*- to the unwile, Rox. 1. 14, So that Timo» 
as, thy is to comit theſe things, more than in 
© way.ot doctrine only: He is ro com- 
15 mic them in way of delegation alſo,un- 
"ut to ſuch fairhfall men, as (hall be able to 
ck B 3 reach 


£ 


Chriſt”s Commiſſun-Officer : 
teach others : which cannt rationally 
be underftood, uf ocherthan pablick, and 
authoritative teaching; it eicher 1. che 
quality of the men, or 2. the content! 
and aim of theſe Epiſtles, which concerr 
publick tranfaftions in the Church 
eſpecially publick teachers; orif 3. th 
command it {lf be duly weighed: fo 
(ach as are to reach buc privately, an 
from grounds of chatity only, need n; _ 
ſuch commitment of theſe things t-.., 
them nor needs it that there be ſud 
choyce of men : this being every ma! 
and womans duty, Heb 5. 12. Nor c« 
any thing be juſtly impleaded, from the Api 
ftles uſe of the future tenſe, | whoſhallb ; 
able to teach others alfo | for though thi , 
they ſhal be able to teachothers,be neceſſari 
antecedent to the commitment of the Office 
ſenſu phytico, z. e, that they ſhal have ab 
Lities to teach - yet it followeth,the commil 
ment of the Office, fentu morali, i. e. th: ; 
they (hall uſe ſuch abilities ordinarily, or : 
able to teach others, acceptably, and lawful ” 
ty : remembring ſtill that old, hone, an ir 
recerved principle, Hilud ranthm pofſunu 
quod jure pofſumus. 7 are able to do1 ; 
more, than we are able m Law, or may « © 

lawful 


| "An Ordination-Sermon. 
Ni lawfully. And thus our text aptly corre- 
we ſponds to that of the ſame Apoſtle,Rom.,10. 
the Verl. 15. How ſhall they preach excepe 
they be ſent ? 2, e- how {hall they preach 
en Warrantably ? Abilities they n;uſt have 
h before ſending, bat ſending weſts them with 
% authority. So that the words ſpeak as 
f, Much in effect as this; Doth Timothy 
bod know ſuch as are faithtull and fic, or a- 
- ble to teach others; he mnt commir 

k "theſe things to them, as Truſtees for oihers, 
-. 1 Doth he find any ſo qualitied for the Ote 
£ face to teach, hee mutt ieave chem Com- 
., Miſfioned to this Office; Are they quali- 
1», fied with fidelicy and ability, T :wothy 
i, muſt commit to them a furniture of au- 
h thoriy. 

Thirdly, but how muft 7:mothy con:- 
Fe mit theſe things, this Office to chem ? 
1; What !heonly ? he, and none bur hee ? 
my No, we never tind the Miniſtry commit- 


thi ted co any, by a lingle perſon - bur (till 

It is done by ſeverall in ſociety. we at- 
7 | Ways read of more than one concurring to it, 

and never remember leſs than two: And 
#" thoſe are no leſs than were Par! &Barna- 
'S bas, AF-14-23.The Twelve areaflociates 
- in ir, As 6, 2,3.6. and it is the joint act 


f 
all B 4: 0 


Ar ll 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 


of how many teachers and Prophets ?| cli 
AF. 13. 1, 2,3+ The ſeatand tubje& of! ny 


this power, is not a Presbyter ; bur the! 
Presbyrery, x 7im, 414: Can weratio-| 


nzlly think, that Pas/ doth require Ti- 
”othy to commit the Minittry to others, 
ſoas recedes from, and hath no conl1- 
ſtency with the praAice of Pax! in the 
ſame caſe, upon T:mothy himielt? Well, 


and who ot us doth not remember, that 


Timothy received his Commiſſion,no ton + 
ly by the laying on of Pas!”s hands, but 
ofthe Presbytery likewiſe? 2 Tim. 1, 6. 
and 1 7m. 4 14 True cls, that T:rz6 is 
to Ordain Elders, Kare wavy, City by 
City, where the Churches were planted, 
and their condition called jor it; but 
with this proviſo, as Paul had appointed 
him. Tz. 1- 5. And who can think, that 
Paul's appointments, and Pax! 's ations 


Ic | 
hi 


ſhould ſo li ctleaccord,or ſo much inter- 


tere? that Par! (hould order either T7125 
there, or Timothy here, to do that ſingly 
by bimielf,which Pazlan Apoſtle never 


did { it I may not ſay, never durſt ) but . 


in {uclety ? It 1s granted, that this com- 


mand did concern Timothy eminently, 
ard gnal'y above others ; but nor ex- | 


claſively, 
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 ? | cluſively, ſo as to ſhut out all others. It 
of | muſt be done by others likewiſe, though 
ie! ic be direRted to, and is to be dire&ed by 
)= | him eſpecially, as one that had an emi- 


fo 
$ 
T 
EC 
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c 
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nent and ſpeciall truft, about the orde- 
ring of this and all other Church affairs 
being by office an Evangeliſt,2 Tims. 4.5. 

Fourthly, Yet once more; to whom 
mutt Timothy commicr this truſt, theſe 
things in way of office? What? to all 
the Congregation > No : There muſt be 
ſome to be taught, as well as others ſent 
forth to teach. What then? to any of 
whatever qualification ? Nor this. They 
muſt be ar leaſt men of a good life, faith- 


full men ; yea, and men of good learning 


too, that ſhall be able to teach others alſo. 
The text thus opened,the truth is ob- 
vious, which I ſhall at this time take up, 
cr obſerve from it, | 
Ob{erv. Thoſe that are authorita- 


_ tively from Chriſt, in his Church, to 


teach othcrs, muſt have that Office com- 
mitred to them, as well as bee qualified 
for thar Office. 

How orient ( me thinks ) is this obſer- 
vation in all its truths trom the text * 
Lo, 1.Some chere mit be in the es 
who 


ID 
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who are authoritatively from Chriſt 
teach others. But then 2, Thar there may 

be ſuch in the Church who are fron ,. 
Chriſt to teach authoricatively, they 1 
muſt have the Othce commited co them G 
by ſome Timothy. Yet 3. Timothy may ( 
not give Commiſſion to this Office, un- 
leffe he find qualifications for this Office, 
Timothy may not dare to confer authori. , 
ty on any, without due cognizance fich ; 
had, both of their fidelity and ability, | 
Well, 4. Hath God qualified any with | 
fidelity and ability 3 yet though they - 
areableto teach others, they may not 
acceptably teach others in the ſenſe 
mentioned, ( unlefſe for proof of thofe 
abilicies ) untill Twmorthy hath from God 
committed to them authority likewiſe. 

Bur co lead you further abroad, Give 
meleave to open and offer to you, thefe 
five things,and thereto lend me l befeech 
you, your moſt ſtrict and ſerious atten- 
tion, 1. There muſt bee ſome in the 
Church who are by Office from Chriſt 
aut horitatively to teach others. 2, They 
muſt be qualibed for this Office. 3. They 
muit have chis Office comitred to them. 
4.How it muſt be comitted, And 5- Why 

z}©T 


nd 


O 
hey ly from Chriſt to teach others. I ſay by 
T7 Office ; but this not civil, but ſpiricual. 
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it muſt be committed to them. 


Firſt, there are to be ſome inthe 
Church, who are by Officeauthoritative- 


Officers wee are, not intheCommon- 
wealth, but in the Church, to which 
Chrift hach promiſed, I will alſo make 
thy Officers peace, 7{a.60, 17. Thus bre- 
thren and beloved; we may with Par/ 


magnifie our Ofhc=, * An Office the Mi- *Rom. TI. 


niftry is, 1 Tim. 3. 1. Yea, ſuch is the '** 
Deaconſhip, ver. 10. 13. and therefore 
this much more,which as to your want, 
and its worth doth ſo much tranſcend 
that, as the Apoſttes intimate At. 6. 2. 
Whar lefſethan this ? | that it is an Of» 
fce |] doth Pax! aflert of his own Mini- 
try ? Row 11. 13+ oraflure the Saints 
of ours ? when he tells them, Rows. 12. 4+ 
That as we have many members in one 
body naturall, and all members have not 
the fame Office ; ſo cis in the body myſt i- 


' call too, ver. 5. 6. wherein Deacons, Pa=- 


ffors, Teachers, and Rulers be in diſtin&t 
Office, as the7, and 8, verſes import. 
So that Preachcrs are by Ottice dittin& 


from anddignitied above the en” 
a 
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all Teachers ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12} \ 
29- It is no more poſſible that all be Mi! d# 
niſters or Teachers in the body ſpiritual, 1 


than that all be Magiſtrates in the body 


Li 


civill ; or that all be Officers in the body 15 


military: or that allthe members be eye 
or tong::e, in the body naturall : If al 


may be Teachers, where are the others to. 
be raught 2 of whom this Text tells us.. 


Need I mention the praQice under the 
Law, the Prophecies then touching the 
Goſpel, or the precedents lefc us in the 
times of the Goipel? Hethat runs may 
read, a conſtant diſcretion between the 
Prieſts and people then,between Paitor and 
people now, between the members of the 
Church, and the Minifters of the Charch tn 
both. To the Law and to the Teſtimoxy. And 
here how eminent a difterence hath the 
Holy Ghoſt mads! Minifters of the 
Chucch are co be overſeers, members of 
the Charch to be overſee», Atts 20.25, 
Theſe are ſet #»der, thoſe ſaid to be over 


_ themin the Lord, 1 Theſ, 5-12, Thele | 
are toſubmit, thoſe to preſide and rule, 


. 5 a oe Te. ——y— mM... 


Heb. 13. 7, 17. Briefly, theſe to bee | 


ztaught , the other to reach, Galat, 6. 
ver, Oo. 


Yea 
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12) Yea,teach we muſt not only with af - 
lid daity,buc with authority. With authority 
al, 1 ſay,not magiſterial indeed,as it wewere 


dy 
dy 


Lords over the Church; 1 Pets 5-3. That 
is intecdifted - Afar, 10. 42- but Minis 


ye ſterrall , as over the Church in the Lord x 


all 


TY 
MI 


- 


1c 
IC 


1 Theſ. 5. 12. this is incouraged. Heb. 
13. 17, Far! far beit, that we ſhould 
preach up ſuch an authority,as if we had 
dominion over your foith! 2 Cor. 16 24+ 
No, all the authoricy which we plead 
tor, is the diſpenſation ( not domination ) 
committed tous, for the good of the farth- 
fell. 1 Cor. 9,17. Theauthuricy which 
the Lord hath given us, is for your edifi- 
cation, and not for your d:/iruGt91,2 Core 
109. 8, And with this reſtriction, and un= 
der this reſpeCt, let me tell you ; that we 
are to teach,and exhort,and rebuke, not 
only with authority, but with all authority, 
Tic. 2. 15+ and there is not that holy 
Minitter. but may ſpeak wi h holy 4:- 
cav, according to his meaſure : Truly 7 
am ful of pawer by the ſprrit of the Lord , 
7 of iuagmentand of might to declare un- 
to Jacb his tranſpreſſion, & unto Iſrael his 


| ſin. Mic. 3.8. True it is, that all Church- 


mMembcrs ought to be teachers of others. 
Heb, 


Chris's Commiſſion*Officer : 
Heb. 5. 12, But this private and charity, 
tative: Chriſt hath theretore over an(ch 
above,appointed in bis Church ſuch tea 
ing likewiſe, as may b- publ:ck aud anthu 
ritative. I. e, that there be ſuch teachers , ce 
who are by power and authority derrved from 1g 
him to them, publickly to open and apply the ce 
Scriptures, for the converjion and edtficati« ye 
on of ſouls; as in his ſtead, and not only in| 
private, © Where yet, ſuch in teaching | 
<& are properly enough ſaid to preach ,: 
<« though it be in a private houſe, Att, 5.. 9 
* 42. or but to one partic#/ar perſon ;\ g 
Act. 8. 35 it being not fimpiy an act of | 1 
© charity in them, bur an a& of authori- | ] 
[ 
| 
| 


6 


© cy, Which it cannot be ſaid co be in 0- 
« thers. Charitative reaching which 
ſhould be every m2ans work, too ſoon be- 
cometh zo mans work. And therefore, 
Chriſt hath ordained, that there be pe- 
culiar officers for authoritative teaching, 
who are to give themſelvs wholly to ir, 
1 7#. 4. 15. and muſt not only be able 
to teach, as the Text ſpeaks; but muſt 
be apt to teach, 2 77m. 2-24. and abide 
in teaching. 1 Tm. 4.26. And unto 
cheſe teachers, all people are bound to 
attend, as thoſe that teach mot only by a- 
bility, 


Irigy ility, but by anthority derived from Jeſus 
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ang br;ſt. Luke 12. 16, Indeed, how ſhall they 
Eaobear withont 4a preacher ſent?R6, IO. 14,15 


Think you,that ſuch teachers are now 


Syceaſed; and that this office was of no 


2 Jonger continuance, than che firft age or 
he century of the Church ? Oh ! Where are - 


He 


your conſiderations of the everlaſting 


n Kingdome of Chriſt ? ( A ) of the Chur- )IC.9.6.7. 


ig 


'E] 


5 « 


. 
I 


f 


2 


ches perpetual exiſtencies?(5) and of her I 1 33- 
continued preſling exig-ncies? ( c) or oo Bs 
of our deareſt Chrifts ends by,and enga- yeh, x2, 
gements to the Miniſtry? ( 4) Dida2, 28. 
Kingdom ever ſtand without Officers 2<)Rom.10. 
Did the Church ever ſubſifſt without a, 
Miniſtry and Ordinances? Or hath Chriſt | . > wm 
ſaid that ſheever ſhould,on this ſide glo- a)war. 28, 
ry? Nay hath he not rather told us,that 19, 20: 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever 2 £4-24+ 46, 
and that this is the word, which by the #7: 
Goſpell is preached to you? x Pet. 1.24. 

25. Beloved, did not Chrift affufe his 
Chriſtian Churches by prophecy un- 

der the Old Teſtament , of giving them 

teachers by office, without limicing it to 

this, 6r that Century or age ? Fer.3. 15 

Nay rather, lerting us underſtand, that 


be will have ſuch continued, even afrer 
the 


| 16 2  Chrift's Commiſſion Officer : 

2B | [110i the Jews are called, if you compare tha! : 

111108 verl with the 14,15,17. ver,Or fer. 23, 
th þ 3. 4e&c.or I[a,66.20,2 1, Betides, When| 
8 Chriſt had aQually ſent foich firit che 
11 Twelve, at. 10: 1. and after that the 
it Seventy, Lak. 10.1. and again cnlarged 
| Þ ; their Commillion, 1a. 28,19. doth not 
158 he aſcertain his preſence with them, e're 
|}; he parted from bo earth, alway, to the. 
end of the world,ver. 20. which could not 
intend themtelves onely, but mutt in- 


* Quamvisquoad mo 

dum & gradum Ox- 
traordinaris Minsſtrt 
zullos habent ſucceſ- 
ſores,quoad vpſam ta- 
men eſſentiam adimt 
niſtrationis,codem of - 
ficio ſunzuntur Mint» 
ft:z Ordwnaru verſus 
Ecclſgam, quo ext ia- 
ot dina'tt olim fungee 
bantur Ameſ,Medu. 
Theol. lib. I. Ca. 35+ 


N. 4: 


[ clude their ſucceſſors, * who-e- 


ver are, according to his ordi- 
nance, bid go teach and bap- 
tize : For the Diſcipler, where 
are they andthe Apoſtles ? do' 
they live for ever? Again, be- 
ing aſcended up on high, did 
not our Lord Chriſt givs gifts 
unto men ? andthus, not only 
ſome Apoſtles, and tome Pro- 
phets, and ſome Evangeliſts ; 
but ſom Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfe&ing of the Saints, ' 


z | | forthe work of the Miniſtry, for the edi- 
* fying of the Body of Chriſt: ends of con- 
| tinued and conſtant obſervation, need, 


| i and uſe.But till when, ſhall cheſe Paſtors 
'B and 


tha 
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and teachers endure? and how long ſhal 


» © F | 
23,) the Church enjoy them ? Till wee are* $15 Tus 
hen! all come in, or into * the unity of the#'*T=s 


the 
the 
ged 
not 
* 're 


the. 


faith, and ofthe knowledg of the Son ofrn 5 #i-' 
G.d, untoa perfect man, unto the mea- £595 quod E 
ſurevt the ſtature of thetulneſs of Chriſt, /c#4 £xp0- 
Eph, 4 8, 1 1, 12, 13. Shall 1 add to all/* 3)" 
this ? how Chritt hach particulaily di- ,4.fiScrip< 
reded, tor the invelticure of tic and taith- tun (it, 
full men with this Office, in his ſeverall«'- 3» 2s 
Caurches, in theſe two Epiſtles to Timo- Th ns wws 
thy, and in the next to Tits; and ho+ 84 At, 
hee will have thcle Commandements any 1 
inviolably and imparcially kept #zte/ 5. SIR 
appearm?, 1 Tim. 5. 21, 22. Chap 6, 14s 
Readers, if you can b:lieve, that there us no 
more need of labourers for hasband-y , 
[ 1 Cor. 3+ 9+. |orof ſeedſmen, or reapers 
for harveſt, | 2 Cor. 9.11. Luk, 10. 2:1 
or of builders for houſes, 1 Cor+3+-9,10. | 
< orof (vine to plant and water for gar- 
« densand orchards; | 1 Cor. 3, 6, | 
« then, and not rill then, may you be- 
& licve that ih: Church ſhall have no 
« more nc: d of Miniſters by office : for 
thus the Scripiures mentioned, cxprefs 
© our necellities of them to us. Sure | am, 
* if CThuich-members may be li11] cal e 

| | C *the 
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« the S..ns and Daughters of God, 2 Cor.) 
& 6. 16, Such Miniitcrs may be likewiſe 
« « called che Spiriruall Fachers, that bes 

& w<t them, 1 Cor. 4+ 15, che ſpirituall 
« nurſes that feed and nourith them, 
& x Theſ, 2. 7. 1Cor- 3. 2, andare the 
© itewards, thac when grown up, are to 
& oive them their portion of meat in due 
<« {eaſon, Lnk, 12. 42- Ina word, it men 
< had need ſtill to be believers,they have 
< ſtill need of Miniiters, by whom ye be- 
was * lived, 1 Cor.3 6 and it yeare ſtil] Pil- 

© grims and itrangers, s Per 2. 11, how 
* ye can wan. ſuch Othcers as are called 

© paides, Heb. 13.7. andthe lightof che 
& Word, at 5. 14. I muſt proteig, I ſee 
Knotz farewell che Othce- Minifters of 
&« Chiiit 1n Ezg/avd, and farewell the 
& chariots and hoxrſmen of England, 2 
& Renes 2. 12% 


'P 
_ Ge Sec ndly, thoſe that are by Officeau- 
ih 4. thocitatively from Chriſt to teach 0- 


Phil, x. r. the:*, maſt be qualified for this Officey 
Ag. Gy; before they have ic commitred to them, 
with28. This is atcue ſaying indeed,ifa man de- 


$T1567 8 (jre che Office of a Biſhop ; ( which term 


Ein Scripture phraſc,beſpeakerh no more 


elſe r5ger-CieN a Presbyter or Miniſter(a)many of 
£1 B;ſhotby our tranſlators, Our 


| likewiſe, that who and what 


forche be Commillioned, or 
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' our Engliſh Biſhops #. ce. Prelates them- 
Bran beingJudges (5) he de- bYA.B. Whirgife againſt 


firech a good work, 1 Ti, 3, Carrwright,p.383- An- 


ver, 1. But muſt not this bee felm in 1 Tim- 3. B 


acknowledged a true ſayitig Bridges of the Princes 
SavremaCy P. 253+ 


x «8.06 ioft Semi- 
the man is that deſirerh it ; —_ like v-ecarh. ſce 


| how able 2 how apt &c ?] B. Jewel againſt Har- 


thould be firſt conlidered, be- ding Def of the Apo- 
Jos. par. 2. ch. 3. divil. 
; > & chap g. divif. 1. & 
{et apart unto ic ? Elfe what , 1? 77 chat a- 


meanthoſe numerous chara- |, par. 1. Ch. 33: 
Gers, which 7:iwmthy hath | 
given him in charge, that are continued 

co the eight verſe, and whereof T7 rtzs is 
re-mindedlikewiſe, by the ſame Apoſtle, 
when he appoints him io ordain Elders 

in every City, at leaſt of Cree, Tit. 1, 5- 


_ ad 13. Or wnat means elſe that notable 


and no leſs dreadtull charge? 1 T7 5. 
vr, 21-22. | charge thee before God, 
and che Lord Je{us Chrift, and the Elect 
Angels, that thou obſerve theſe things, 
wichour preterring ohe betore another; 
doing nothing by partiality, Lay hands 
ſuddenly on no men,neitker be partaker 
of other mens fins, k:ep thy (elt pure- 
Ah my brethren! Church-work is chars 


-57av i» 
(.: yp” MM. A, A Fs 


20 


AR. 20.28 
I: Yet. þ. 
18.19. 


| Chriſs C i "4 pong 
work, Lay we on hands [uddenly,and we lay 
them on ſinfully. And to be ſure, we (hall 
partake of other mens fins, if we ſhall fo 
little prize their, our own, % other mens 
ioul:, whict'any thing below the blood 
of him that was God,1s two {mal topur: 
* bale? Come firs, who ts the faithſul ani 
wiſe ſteward ? him ſhall the Lord make! 
ruler over his huuſhold,Lzk. 12.42. And' 
ſhall we, who are the Lords by Office, 
and mult account io the Lord for our 
Office ; ſhal! we make them rulers, who 
will -2azifeſtl; ruinve more than rule the 
houſho}d of Faich? Can wee keep our 
ſelves pure, and yet be careleis of confer- 


ring ſuch a power, ſuch an honour, as the 


Atmiſtry is?it hath a power to bind, to, loo 
from hell ; A power to open and ſhut heaven, 
At, 16: 19-and an honour abfiraftly fo 
calied, Heb. 5. 4. that doth nut onely 
ſpeak us to be Embaſſadours for Chriſt, 
2 Cor.5. 20, but Angels1ather than men, 
Rev. 1,C.2. O beloved! who is ſ[effic zent 
for theſe thiros? Surely none are 11 regard 

ef :dequation,and alas) how few inregard of 
acceptation £ Bur what thuugh we cali- 
not find men eqzal/ to the Office, ſhal we 
forgery, that men ſhould bee able tor the 

Ofhce ? 
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lay Office ? * Surel yt he bold preciprtancies of Roe me 
all en nncalled upon this Office, and the bloo- hes Gn 
fo ay freecleratings of men unqualified ito 
*BS this C fice, are abommations never en017 
od to be bewailed before the lod. 
ar” Thiruly, } hule ther arc authorita- 
nd tively trom Chiiit to teach others in his 
ke Church, muſt not only bequallihed tor 
id" this Office, buc niult have che Office come 
omitted to them. Hiar the Apoltle ; How 
ur ſhall they preach excepi they be ſent ? Rom. 
10 Jo. 15. How ſhajl they laith he + Nay 
ie they do; and this how often ' how open ! 
I and God ſent them nat, ſa; the godly - Tea 
= IT have not ſent theſe Projhets, yer they ran ; 
Ie IT have vot ſpoken tothem, yet the  propheſi= 
JJ ed » ſaith God himſelf. Jer. 23. 24.11 rue, 
'2 they doit wricked!y; but huw thall they 
0 doit warrantably 2 H ow tha] they preach 
y except they be tient? z. e, wich the appro- 
» batianef God's Law; they may ealily ad- 
» wentureuponit ſrom their o» x Inſt, How 
! ſhall they preach either with ſucceſs and 
{ COUNtENAance from him ? or withcut {in- 
"fall and lawcy preſumption in them ? 
How darcth he perform the Heralds Ot- 
fice, to proclaim war and peace In tne 


conicience, who was never put inio tte 
C 3 Ottice, 


— Ln ces ea ee ae, OS 
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Office, nor can produce an Herald's pa- 
tent? This is the Metaphor, aa; 2 xn«| <h 


e/Z25.y How ſhall they preach as God's 
Hora ';?Lo Chriftians!beſide meerneſs fot) 


= Office,an Herald of Goda Miniſter mmſs| of 


have miſſion : ſuitableneſs co rhe Office is! 
not enough without ſending .Nay,are you| 
not rold, in the ſame trains of reaſon! 
2d Rhetorick ; that there is as great a 
neceſlity of ſending, chat we bee preach«| 
ers, as was and is ot preachers, that you: 
be hearers ? or ot hearing, that you bee | 
believers ? or of believirg, if you expe. 


an anſwer to, and the acceptation of 
your prayers? So high our Apoſtle car- 


rieth it, it you look back upon the 13, 


and I 4, verſes. Such an holy concatena- 


* 00704 £10n maketh he of all theſe, So that you 
5n 1aftie, cannot bear us in hand, with the blaſ- 
C. 42-TVv. *phemous Socinian, that there remains 
Nicoolzid. ©30 more a neceſſity of ſuch {cnding,lince 
— The Apoſtles ceaſed ; for that (ſay they) 
01 r6aR 1; *thele were to preach a new dofrine, 
— *which we now are not. For with what 
Schmaitz. * iithfulnels can this be ſaid, regara TP 
gen if. "Fp58 of hearers, the Interrogations all 
"6 : running in ſo clear and conſtant a 
per, 2. dif. iream ? Tis as much ſaid, Row ſhall 


Ps L, they 


ec 


*«h 
v1 


Ct 
6 
1} 


d- 
y 

| 
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F* they hear withouc a Preacker ? and 


< how ſhall they believe {2 him of whom 


*they have nuc kheard?8&c ashow ſhalchey 
reach excepr they be tent? Or tn regard 
of the holy Apoſtles * who afſure us, chat 


©hey preached ao other things.thi choſe | 


which doſes and the Prophets did lay 
ſhould come, At. 26. 22. Chap, 24.14. 
Chap. 28.23. And not only, as they 
patied to and fro,did they ordain Elders 


' Gin every Church, AF, 14-23 burpre- 
' Eſcribed a couſtant courſe for Ordinati- 


© on likewiſe, as the Epiftles to Timothy, 
and Titus witnelle. Nor can you lay , 
© that they are ſent ot God, who are on- 
©1ly gifted. For as it isnot ſaid; how 
© ſhall they preach excepr they be gitred? 
© but ,e:xcept they be ſent; and that as waich» 
men and meſſengers, as the next words 
© import out of the Propher Iſaiah 52-7. 
$. Sogthe Scripture never ſaith cha git- 


© ting is ſending, but ſuppoſerh i hat or- 


©dinarily before this ; & diftinly ſpe-ks 
of Suvaus and Ii z. e. of the abilities 
© to preach or prophecy, and authority 
© to preach or prophecy, of mens ſita- 
ble qualifications for it, and ſ.rdirg forth 
with commiſſions for it. Witneſ's Ezek. 2+ 

C4 243» 


2 3 
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2,3: Iſai. 6.7 8,9, Jer. 1. 79, Joha20,plea 
21, 22. And what though it be true zemil 
©chat ſending imports many times,Godgſſcri 
£ commmanding men to go forth ro the;yat 
< work of the Miniſtry ? yer, as no gif-jricl 
Sed brother can thew us any ſuch com-jwh 
© maiid from G..d, ſoit's vbſervable 5} * 
©(hr the Scripture never mentions any}Goc 
<.s (cnt forth to preach or propheſir,butf Bel 
£; h- ſame perſons were always, cither} ab 
© mediately or immediately, appointed} Se 
© of God unto the (Office. Witnefſe ſai. } wo 
*x Ss, 9 « Jer, I. 5.7. Ezek. 2. 4. AMMat. IO, AC 
©145+ 16. 21a713, 14. Joh, 1.6 Mat. 11W 
*10,&c. An immediate miit.o & ap pulnt- ar 
© ent to this Office there are no-pious| th 
© men will boaſt they have; or it they | C 
© did. there are no prudent men will be- | v 
© lieve they have, ti11, they ſee it atteſted | n 
© with a power of miracles; Nor is there v 
<any promiſe whereupon any ſhould 1 
hope for it. So that I cannot but con- « 

1 

| 


—_—— = 


* cludeupon the whole : That zo man car 
2ow preach Ordinarily and orderly, without 
Ordrnation, or being ſent forth of God me- 
diately, He ſins #m preaching that is not 

thu ſent forth with power. 
Eur to draw the preof of this propo- 
*itton out into moze pa ticu.ars. Bee 
plcalcd 


A »n Ordination-Sermon. 


04pleaſed to obſerve the exprefle precepts, 


C5 
dg 


he:pauced it, andicheclegant properties 8& 


fo-:ricles wherewith Minifters ace clothed, 


Ne 


þ 
1 
; 
1 


| 


:minent precedents, and evidcnt pre- 
(cri; tions,wherewith God bath counmtc- 


which beſpeak it. 


Bchold as they miniftred to the Lord; 


abd faſted, Af. 13, 2. the holy Ghoſt ſaidgey. 5, 4. 


Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them. And 
accordingly,the Prophets and teachers , 
mentioned ver. 1. When they had fafted 
and prayed,and laidtheir hands onthem, 


2 


| 


| 
| 


they ſent them away, ver-3, Obſerve, 
Chiiſtians. God had ſuited them to the 
work, God had fupplied them with fit- 


; neſſe,yet theſe muſt ſeparate them to the 


work , and ſend them forth. And why 
this ſeparating, think we,of ſuch extra» 
ordinary officers ; if not to ſan&ihe, as 
it were, and fſeall an Imprimatur upon 
the ordinary rule ? It is granted, rhat 
Panls Apnſteſhip was not of men, neither 
by man, but by Jeſas Chriſt, aud God the 
Fmtlea whoraiſcd hmm from the dead, Gal. 
T.1- That he was firſt znmedrately de- 
ſigned hereunto by Jetus Chiift, as 16 

was 


Sect. 1, See the expreſſe precepts of* 1Tim. 


| ; 5 — &NS. 22» 
God {or it (to wave the implicit only- 8 
G it ( P Y d bog IO, 


X Collins 


&1dic. 
Miniſt, 
Evang. 
Qt 2. 


Chriſt"s Commiſſion-Officer: 
was declared to Anarias, At. g. 15 Bibital 
if the holy Ghoſt will have one ſo -:yhe 
culonſly & immediately called,to pair thier 
common road, before the ordinary exer: 
cution of his office among th: Gentiles{F/; 
who of us then, may plead immunityh 
from it, or proudly take another byFor 
path ? Though God had every way qualifint 
fied Paul and Barnabas for the minittery}an 
though God had eminently called thenitte's 
the ininiftry,yer that theſe Prophets an{w; 
Teachers do externally commiſſion, or ſe#co 
Parare them to the Miniftry likewiſe, iy 7 
evidently the command of the Holy Ghoſtl gi 
Let me preſent you next with that pres c: 
cept of God by Par! to Titus, Ch.1i.5.—! T 
And ordain Elders in every City, as I had. c« 
appointed thee, What Elders meaneth' at 
he? By age? No, time, as one faith, 
* notT:t#s muſt make theſe, What 
Elders then> Elders by Office, as the 


Tov Emig- not in the ſiate, but among and over 


Ke@oy &c, the Saims : 
who are to hold faſt the faithfull word, 


verſe 7, 9: 


Bilhops, or overſceers, 


Now thus , there is 


ſomewhat ſuppoſed in theſe words, that 
there ſhould be Elders in eve- 
1y City , where the Churches were 
eſta - 


0 

b 

0 

* Ac2ap; words enſuing clear it; and thoſe, : 
] 

| 

| 


An Ordination-Sermon. 

aftabliſhed ; and [or-what propoſed how 
The Charches mult be ſupplyed with El- 
Bers. How {o £ Tit us muſt ordain them, 
XOrdats Elders inevery City. T hey are not 
efF/ders by Office then, till Ordination. But 
iqvhac is this ? muſt Tits qualifie them 
For this Office ? and is this all, which is 
/Fintended by it?No; this was God's part, 
andis to be preluppoſed on their part, 
we're 725 may pur forth any ſuch att to- 
ng wards them, as Ordination is; if you 
efconſule the following verſes 6, ad 10. 
ie T!tzs may diſcuſs and ventilate their 


77 


| gifts and qualifications, but God onely y ,jc, ,,, 
e cah derive and farniſh, (4) That which rCcor.12.6 


| Titzcs hath in charge is to Ordain, to 


1d: confer the Office of Elders , 21x51 518 :b)Sic apud 
1 and in that notion is the word uſed, not Demoſthe- 


b only by profane Authors frequently,(/ 
t bur by the Apoſtles, AF. 6. 3. »5 uo 
e 


ne,Xenoph. 
& Herodia 
| , Occurrunt, 
087, 7c. waom we may appoint over ,;,a cue 


z» this bulineſs,as our tranſlators render it: ,,g,c.,/py, 
This howdid they ? but by prayerand,,,, g:1%. 
; laying their hands on them, ver. 6. and,,g,..c,2.. 


| ſopntiing them into the Office of Dea-; ..:55; 


x2 bisapat 


; cons? befides if gifts, if qualifications 


could have made them Elders, of what $, jc, 


need or uſe was thrre of ſuch an order 
from 


- Wo ron - 
Gab © Lone 5 oe tag ll - 
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Chrit's Commiſſion Officer : 
from Pa«/? or of Ocdination by Tip 
for thus they had been Elders alreadp< t 
before and withour either 5 if but $4) 
charaQered, as the next verſes do dijfid 
ſcribe, And if ſo, how is Tits require phe 
to Ordain ſuch? and why reſtrained ($9! 
Ordain ſuch onely ? So obvious is ifÞ4' 
Laat belide a competency of ability of 
cheir part,there muſt be xx/e50x015,an af ly 
pointment or Ordination con 1:'s pary Wi 
likewiſe; or they are not to be acknows - 
ledged Elders.Socxpreſs are the precepty '® 
of God for it. K 

Sect. 4+ And what eminent precedent Ic 
find we among the godly for it ? Surely nq 
man taketh chis honeur co himſelf, but © 
he that is called of God, Heb 5.4: Trur, h 
mary a man doth de fato,but not any man t 
doth ( i, e. ought ) dejure. Nt Aaron un+ / 
derthe Law, norany of the Prieſts atter! * 
his order; © They were ſeparated from * 


50. Exo.<among, the chi'dren of 1/rae/ to their 


2Chro.29.c 


Office; * which was not only to offer [c- 
crifice unto Godbut to open the ſtatutes of 
'God,& teach in Iſrae/,(b)the work now 


10 Levir. of every GoſpelMinitter. So, nor did 


che Apoltle and high-Pricit of our pro- 


7- jeilion Chriſt Jeſus ; He allo glorified not 


hims- 


"An Ordination-Sermon, 
T;rhimfelf ro be made an h:gh-Priec/? : but 
eadhe that ſaid unto him, Thou art my ſon,to 
ac $lay have ! begotten thee, Hebe5.5. Whar, 
> didid he gloritic himſelt to be made a Pro- 
irdpher then ? Neither, The Spirit of the 
4 {Lord God ( ſaith he) is upon mee, and 
Wi hath anointed mee to preach good trdings, 
of © co Iſa 61, I, te, anointed me not on- 
arfly with abi/iries, but with a»thority. Hee 
was a Prophet of the Lord's railing up, 
as Ah. 3.22. If { honour my ſclf ( faith hee 
in his Miniſtry ) 2zy honour 75 nothing 3: if 
#s my Father that howonreth me, Joh.$.5 4« 
| It was the Father ſa»i:fied and ſent him 
1d into the world, about his Miniſteriall 
2; concernments, Joh. 10. 36. and ſealed 
{ him his Commithon, Joh, 6, 27. And be- 
x hold, as my Father ſent me, even fo ſend 1 
«| 704; {aith he ro his Diſciples, Joh.20,22. 
Ah beloved 1 Self- Ainiſters then are 
none of anr Saviours Miniſters, His Mini- 
fters can (ay; he made 14, and not wee our 
ſelves, And with Paul, 1 Tim. 1.12.7 
" thank Chrift Feſus our Lord, who hath ena- 
bled me, for that he counted mee fauhfull, 
putting me 1nto the Mimſtry. Oblerve, He 
doih not thank him onely for his ena- 
b!i3;5 tor the Miniftry , but for his imve- 
titure 
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30 Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer - 
ſtiture with the Miniſtty 5 not onely fyou 
his promptneſs for it but for putting him ngua 
;t, Sodittin&a notion did che holy fuil 
poſtles and Prophets keep,of their quadph 
fications tor the Miniſtry,which made thall P 
apt to teach ; and of their commiſſion thpri 
be Miniſters which gave them authority jja ' 
zeach. Lo, as they were allowed of Gad fe 
be put in truſt with the Goſpel,(ſo they teſjau 
us ) they ſpake 1 Theſ. 2, 4. and accoR 
ding as the glorious Goſpe! of God with 

_ committed to them, Tim. 1.11,Did the d: 
holy men of God think it enough, thaſ #: 
they were able topreach 2 Nay, but thig' 
was it they choſe rather to inſiſt upon] #| 
that they were (as Pau! ſaith of himſelf} C 
appornted preachers, 2 Tim: 1.11. True it} | 
ie, they durſt not but manifeſt his word, ( 
through preaching, but then it way} | 

&) Jer.1.5, committed to them according to the\' 

7, 17- commandment of God our Savionr, Tit.\” 

-<=x _ 1. 3. And therefore how often have 

Hof /27” wee them, both in he Propheſies of 

&c. *' the Oid Teſtament, (g) and in the. 

Rom. r. Prefaces to moſt of the Epiltles (4) in 
"a che New Teſtament, inliſting upon , 


og 7-and juſtifying of their callmgs to bee 


—<— 


1 Pet, 1.x, Prophets and Apoſtles > Beloved, hear 
Ke, YOu 


AnOrdmation-Sermon. 
ly fon any of them pleading, that 
/m "ua lifications are a ſufficient Com- 
ly Emiſſion ? or for a freedome of Pco- 
74apheſying by un-officed Prophets ? 
thi pardon the in congruence of the ex- 
2 thpreflion) or, becauſe God hath fitted 
ity ja man with parts and abilities, that 
2d ghee needs no other furniture of power or 
' teſauthority, to exerciſe and exert them ? 
:offRather 3; do you not hear and read 
wit them , d:ſtinitly propounding , and 
els direfFly proving their Commiſſion , over 
haj and above their qualifications } Aﬀſa- 
hig ring you , rhat God did not onely bring 
nl them: gifts , but bid them go, lai, Chap. 
If} 6, verſe, 9. Amos Chap. 7. verſe 15- 
it! Jeremiah Chap. 1, verſe 7, Ezekiel 
rd, Chap. 3+. verſe 1, 4, Ir. That God 
234) ſarHtified them for, that GOD (ent 
1] them forth to , and God ſer them 
| in their Miniſteciall work and Office, 
e| Jeremiah Chap. 1. werſe5- 7+ 10. Ezcks 
f Chap. 2. verſe 3. 4« Oc. Not onely 
| bad they diſpoſitions ana gifts for come 
MUNICAting the Goſpel , but . 4 diſpene 
ſation of the Goſpel was committed to 
them,1 Corinth.Chap. g.ver. 17. Gal. 2.7» 


© my brethren! are we compalled abou 
: with 


La 


wn 


| 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
wich ſogreat a cloud of witneffes, a 
ſhall wee yet think che commirment 
che Miniſtry needlefſe or uſeleſſe? *© 
©an wee {uffcr our ſelves to bee put « 
*with to poor a pretexc as this ? That 
Ehele inſtances from the Apotil:s ar 
*Prophers do nut ariſe to the Od nai 
©n now praftiied, by the interventio 
of men, and impoti:1on of the hands « 
he Presbutery. For whoee:h not, th; 
"they fuliv reach to evince the neceſſity 
*a commiſſioning tothe Office, beſide quali 
efications for the Office of Oy; whic, 
<is the point now beforeus? And it bt 
ng more then manifeſt, chat che in 
diate ways of committing men to the Mt 
Eiijtry are now ceaſeds and a mediate wil 
from God inſtead thereof, commanded, 
*which is written as with a Sun beam, in 
{he Epiſtles to Timothy and Tres :; unleſ 
you will break with God,and theſe pre- 
©edents among the godiy,by putting your 
"ou ves into the AMimſtry, whereas they 'wert 
©>:ut intoit of God, 1 Tim, I, 12. Theſe in- 
"ta nces will in ctfe& and virtue 6:74 you; 
**0 the O:dination now praGtiſed ; it i 
*be the only way now preſcribed,and lett! 
<15 of Jeſus Chriſt : Of which hereafter. | 
Sect, 3ol | 


— aw . «© wet _ = , Yang wk ,J 


An Ordination-S ermon. 

Seft, 3. Thirdly, ſee yer farther the e- 
vident preſcriptions, which are given forih 
for putting men into Miniſtry, by cur 
Lord Jeſus ? and theſe how numerous 


{ that they fill up a good part of three | oo 
piſtles. Beloved, con!ider I beſeech you. 
ul Why ſhorld the conferring of the Mimftry 


be ſopreſſingly direftedro Timothy and Tis 
tus 2 why ſhould the cal. of men to,and their 
qualtſications for the Miniſtry be ſo plainly 


ty differenced * Why ſhould the committers, 


: and they committed to it, be ſo particularly 
IG diſtinguiſhed 2 It gifts, with a detire tocx- 


erciic them, wete ({uffticiene? or the fo+ 
lemn committing of this Office, were 


144 but ſuper-erogatory and ſuperfluous ? 


icl 
ell! 


Zo 


{ Would the blefſed Spirit ot wi/edom 
| haveſpentic ſelf in ſuperfluites, think we? 
| Is there no more ſet before us, bur who 
are tobe Miniſters? and how they areto 
. at their Miniftry? Harth not theſame 


ſpiric let before us, their appointment and 
putting wito the Miniftry likewiſe? Ay; 
and this how articulately | By. what mer? 


' in What manncr? after what matters 


revious? and by what means preſert ? 

Vho are to be Ordarzers? who,and how 

they are to be Ordaired? whats pre re- 
D quired 


Chris Commiſſion Officer + 
quired to it > what to be performed in it? 
and what he produtt and !ſſne of it 7 Ralf 
elſc but 1 T2 3. Chap and x Chap, ff 
Tits. Sirs, why «ti» walt, i: re werd) 
no other ordinacion io ths: Ohhce ot Mis 
nifters, but what git, id our own, or 
Others delires t0U e chem Make; O you! 
that ftand in the way an tte, and ak; 
for the 014 pach*,where is the govd way, 
that we may Wa'k therein, muſt you not! 
fay of this ? Thes is it, whereir: Got hath] 
been alway wont to merc, and give mil-! 
fion to his tervants { erther rmmzdiate) 
by inveſtitare of them with the Office from! 


h:imfelf, ax our Lord was plealed to it rd| 
forih tuſtthe 1 we'v., Luk. 9. 1. ant ate! 


ter the leven: Y. Luv 10 1.: Or elſe 
mediately, by the interpoſition of his own 
Officers, as T mthy 1, wt etc d to do an 
this verſe, We-:doth 17 uthius Anoſtoliae? 
not Ul] Chiitt apporars him, AG. x3. Dy 
Paul and Barnabas ? not 11 vur Saviour 
authorize them, Af. 9g. 17. Cha». 13, 2. 
Hath every Church its E/d-rs, . ha. la- 


bow in the word and dofrines Bu Parl. 
and Barnabas fi- it Ordain them, Att, 14. | 
23-Isit the ordze ot Chriſt that hire 


be Elders in every City ! but witiall 
thc 


oe = © rt YU --cO0 6 
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An Ordination-S ermon. 
that Tits Ordain thein, Tit. 1.5. Haih 


| Timothy the gift or Office of an Evang<- 


lit? butnor without the /aying on of 
Pauls hands, and of the Presbytery likes 
wiſe? 2 Tim. 1,6.1 Tim. 4. 4. I here 
muſt be ſuch who are by calling to reach 
ethers? buc Timothy muſt commit this truſt 
to them for others, as in the T«<xc. telo- 
ved, why ar: theſe things wiliten? and 
for whom think we ? Ate chey not tor 
our a{monitivn, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come ?. D.ubclclic, 
whatſoever things were written aforet:me, 
were writte for our learnmg,that we through 
patience and comfort of the Ycripta exmught 


| have hope, Rom. 15. 4. Ah Sirs / may we 
| daretv reject this word of Chriſt? or re- 


movetO another way of on own or Os 
thers contriving ? either frame new wajs 
of committing the Miſtry ( | meas ) 2 or 
elle froward!y decay the continuance of the 
Miniſtry, 2s tov many d» ? Nay can you 
lot rg tithe Commandment ot Chrift, and 
his Cov. nant wih his Miniliers, waich 


| lie calls upon 1650 affrEonarely to re 
; membe.,a3 a riing or molt happy res 


, 7 to 
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Chr iſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
Lo, 1 ans with you alway, wdgz; T6 rule 
all days, 4s Ti's oulſencgs Ts aiaeyes to 
the end of the world, Which cannot bee 


reſtrained tothe end of that age; as the] 


*$-e ix Pregnancy and propriety of ihis phraſe, 
learnedly * and the parallel uſage of ic by this 


vindicated (ame Evangelitt, ar. 13 . 40+ (m1) Chap. | 
24. 3 (n) ( beſides the precedent paſſage} 


& opened 
vr which 15 wot all your days, but all days ) do 


par. 1.c. 2. Plencatul:y eviuce, Or have you ſo tor- ] 


p.27.adz1 gotten that command by Paul to Time- 


tr Thow-thy? | give thee charge in the ſight of | 
182: 7s God, who quickneth all things, and be. | 


2@re7:%- fore Chriſt Jeſu? 'vho before Portizes Pi- 
Te. Tas late witnefſed a good confefſjon : That 
Tv:7Meigs thou keep this commandment without ſpot, 


Tis aiwrorunrebukeable, untill the appearing of our | 


=" _— 


ad 


Lt , 


* "RT 


Lord Feſus Chrit, What commandment 


*C":vof. intends he? 1 humbly conceive, with 


Hom 18, pa-4and o: hers *rhis complex command - 
Amb: l.yra 


Gor Z Cor. ment contained in,and carricd along thorow 
rel i L214 the whole Epiſtle unto which the Apoe 
dc. Diodat Nile quickens him with {1x arguments. (p 


& Eng. And thus it eninenty raketh in that 
Anaotat. ad | 


VET. Ito 


loc. ring of the Miniſterial] Oftize, as doth 


tne 


( well-nigh) paraiell charge, Chap. 5. 
{ p Dickſon 267, 21+ 22. Which 17cluderh the confer- | 


hat. 66: ' 


An Ordination-Sermnuny. 
the third Chapter, And what though this 
Commandment could nor bee tultilled 
till the coming of Chrift by Timothy 


| himſelf} yer might it bee by Timothic's 
| ſucceſſors : * Who areclearly concerned 


*coartend this charge ofthe Apoſtle, as 


| *addrefled to them in Timothy ; theim- 
| © port ana intent of the Scriptures being 


* *not only fqr the preſent men and times, _ 
' bur foralltbat ſucceed or follow(q)And 9/R9 1 5-4 


-74 


verily, 1+ if there ſhall Rill be Till his 8 _ iſ 
© coming, both ſinners to be begotten wn- |, 6 16, 


* ©o Chriſt; andro be brought into his x79. 


©Chkurch; and if there be Saizts to bee Rev.22.'9 


6 brought forward, and to bee built up in 
communion with Ghriſt and his Church ; 


4 andifthere be ſouls to bee ſanttified and 


* ſaved, until the time of his appearances» 
5(which who doubts that believes any 
*thing?) And 2, it our Lord Chriſt 
© hath onely ordinarily ann:xed and ap- 
© pointed, to beſtow th :le great bleſſings 
© by a Miniſtery ſent,as it is cleer he hath, 
© Rom. Chap. nos verſe, 14, 15. Epheſians 
© Chapt. 4+ verſe 11, 12, 13. Having 
© by this onely ( uſually ) brought about the 
6 addition of ſinners to his C hurchand to 
© himjelf, As the ſecond Chapter, and 
© rche4g1. and 47 veries, and Chap. 11, 
3 ver{ 


Chbriſt*s Commiſſion- Offiicer : 
t verſe 24. the connerſion of ſouls to, aud 
© their confirmation in ayd with humſelf, 
© Afts Chap. 26. 18, 15. 32. The vemiſſt- 
© on of ſins, and regeneration of ſinners, 
* Acts 26. Chapter 18. vcr- and 1 Corn, 


© Chap. 4. verſe 15, Jhe new birth of | 


© (ouls, and to belizve in himſelf, James 
* Chap. 1- verſe -18, and 1 Colinth, 
© Chap: 3 verſl. 5- 1he/ubaning of fin and 


© Satany and the ſalvation of Saints, 


© 2 Corinth. Chap. 106. verie 4. 5. and} 


© x Corinth, Chap. 1. verſe 21+ And 
© 3. It aur Lord Chriſt doth not now extra» 
© ordinarily ſend ferth any, as It's plain hee 
* doth not: neither immedzately deſign» 
© 3ngout any perſons, nor delivering 10 any 
© a power of miracles, | ſay, it 103 then 


_— Wee 


Lata 


SV" 


© of neceflity, the ordinary way of com- 


Emitting this Office, and of ſending | 
© out tuch Officers, which was given 


*in charge to Trwmmethy and Tis, ait 
* of a continuing obligation, and 
* ot conf a1t oblervation in the Chur- 
© ches of Jcſus Chriſt, 

Sef. 4. Let meput vouin mind but 
of onething more,and this is,the Elegant 
#izlcs that are given to Miniſters, which 
do all beſpeak a neceſſity,” not onely of 


. | 
being | 


: 
| 


1 


| 
| 
| 
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| being qua ificd tor this Office, but of 


having WW? Othce comm:rted to them. 
Acc nut Miniſters c.}led theAgelsof the 
Churches, Revelations C hap, 1, verſe 20. 
th« over ſeers ot the Church? As Chap. 
20. ver. 28, the rulers of the Church? 
H:brews Chap, 13+ ver. 7. Yea, and 
ſach rulers they are in, ard ſo over the 
(Church, as are to be conmted worthy of 
double hnrgur, 1 Timothy C hap. 5. ver 17» 
and 1 Theſ, Chap. 5. werſ. 12. 13s» 
Ate they nt the Stewards of Chritt ? 


| 1Corizht 4.1. The Heralds of Chriit, 


2 Ugooles? Romans 10+ verſ. 14, Yea, 
aud the 4 mb f[udoxrs of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5, 
ver. 20, Arc '\hey nor termed watchmen ? 


| Heb. 13-17. builders? 1 C:r.3. 10. and 
| ſouldiers? 2 tim. 2. 35 OA Now what 
| lefſe do any ot iheie aparr, or can all 
| theſe together intimate? than that Mi- 


nifers ſhould be farniſhed wi.h aurhort- 
ty,as weil as fictcd with ability? and 
muſt bee able to ſhew a commilſjon, as . 
well as ſpeak of quaiihcation:? In a 
word, that they mult have a deligation 
from our Saviour to this employment, as wet 
as a diſpoſition in therr ſpirits to thys enrploj= 


7367Nt » 
D 4. Seco 
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Seft. 4- Fourthly, how is this Office 


 ofbeing Teachers in the Charch-to bee| pre 


committed unto ſuch, as are duly quasſ i 


lined ? You will eaſily obſerve, that we 
arenot enquiring about cammitcing the 
Office to extrasrdrnary teachers ; (uch as 
are by immediate deligation from Chrift 
immediate | mean, not only ratione vir. 
rutis, ſed ſurpsſiti mregardof power, but of 
perſon, This caſe fails nut within our 


compaſſe ; when ſuch 77mediate ſurni-| 


tures ( as were herewith given) for the 
Aimſtry, aud therefore ſuch immediate ve- 
ftitures with the Miniſter y, have no place. 


Mite Bur our enquiry is about the commits 
Minſterip ,« : 
ies per ho- IB of this othce to Ordizary teachers ,| 


mines Com- by mediate aeltgation from Chritſt z. eebyl 
1:4.icare his Officers, who in his name, and accor-| 
{«/t,at7, ding ro his Ordinance, are to ſeparate| 


+4 5303 them to this ſervice of bis, in his Church. | 


wocatio ! O18 
ordiuaris © And thus brieflv, this Office is to bee! 
Mii committed to men duly qualified, 1 by 


et medii= the Presbytery. 2 after proof. 3 with! 
tro Hoc au- prayer and falting, 4: and with putting, 


Ry on of their hands, | 
dum, ut authoritas adintmtrands res divinas i Deo immediate 
conmuaicetur minſtiis omanbus legitinus, &+ diſignatio peſo 
airumin quas confeitur frat per Ecleſiam, Amg, Medul. Thee | 
ul. & bo 'C: 3 3eNe$s & I : | 

Seth, | 


than any can now layclaim to, as be- 


| © a fresbytery, becauſe without a Prelate ; 


| yond a Presbjter or Miniſter, Certain we: 
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Se&. 1- By the Prebytery i, &e. by , 
presbyters in Office whole part it was y4 
in the Ordination of Timothy. 1 Tim. 4. / 
14, Their common care and charge it 
was, and not Pasulsonly. 2 Tim, «. 6+ 
we never read Paul to have pratticed n, 
or to have pretended to a ſole power of Or- 
dination ;, or 10 ſo much as a negative voice 
in that partzcalar, though ( no doubt) - 
he had a greater latitude of authority , 


ing an A poſt le, not of, or by man, but by 
Jeſws Chriſt :Yet Paul was neither ordained 
nor did Ordain, without the concurrence 
of ſome other Act, 13, 1, 2,3. <h. 14-23, 
(It any will yet implead ordination by 


© 1 he ought to produce the divine inſtunti- 
on of a Prelate diſtin#t from a dignified be-a )See [c#. 
"#6 b )vid. 
arethe Apoſtles have left no ſuch one,wp- yi 

; . }Mms 
on their 11ſt of Church Cfſicers; Eph. 4. 11-ad Loc. 
Row. 12. 6,78. 1 Cor- 1%. 28. and clear 1dem eft 
© it is, taat a Biſhop and Presbyter are all one ©1290 Preſ- 
in the language of the Scripture, (a ) Tit,1. 5... 

C> - "® . 2, Cops 

10.(b) 17m. 3.1,2,fc) &c. baving 
c ) Puſt E:i/copum Daacom ordiaationem ſubjicit, Ruare ? if 
quis Enſcopt & Presbyteis una ordinatyo eit 2 uterq; extm ſas 
cerdos eh Ambroſ, ad Luce 


the 
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the ſame office, the ſame ordination,th${t 
ſame charaQers given to, and quaittie] b 
© required in them, and che iame worlf* f 
© beiog commicted to cher, And as cleaf*c 
© "cis that a Presbyter or ordinas y Miniſte] 
© is veſted with a power of guverrmertald 
rule. 1 Tim. 5,17. Heb. 13, 7, 11 
I Theſ. 5.12. AG. 20.17.28. 2. Huſfd 
9#ght to prove the divine inveſtuzre of pre\ *1 
lates with Ordinatio® ard mioſition of *| 
hands different from presbyters, whered*. 
Swe read no: oxe word 7# all the S eriptures} © 
but of the /ay:19g on of the hands of the preſi} © 
£ bytery in fair and: open charaCt«rs} B 
£1 7/98. 4.14. True 1is that weread dl Fl 
Ordination by Timothy and Titus Evany © 
Epelitts, by Paxl and Barnabas Apoltles,} ©: 
© but chis neither dire&y tervech the! * 
© cauſe of the Prelates, they being neis| © 
© cher Apoſtles nor Evangeliſts, nor in) © 
© direftly, unlefſe they can prove them-! *© 
© telves ro be a diſtin& order or dignity 
© of Miniſters,by the divine appointment; 
© of Jeſus Chrii!, & in that ſence can put! 
© in a plea of being their ſ#cceſſors which! 
a Presbyter in a fair conſtrultion may ,| 
1 Pet. 5.1.2, Though a Prelate wit "ont a| 
forced conſtruition cannot. Where dc _ 
rne 
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k&cheScripture preſcribe thatthere ſhould 

iff be any ordination of Prelates different 

riff fi 0M, or over and above their to1mer 

ad ordination as Preſbyters? Or that there 

'n} ſhould be any O: dination bypre/ates as 

of diſtin from Presbyters 7 When it is a 

oj 1uled caſe, that a Biſhop or Prelate or- 
uf*dained per ſalrum ( 3, e. who never had 

- *the Ordination of a Presbyter himſelf, 

aj © but only of a B ſhop ) can neither con- 

of * ſecrate and adminiſter the Sacrament 

es} * of the Lords body, nor ordain a Preſ- 

e({ *oyter : by which ic appeareth, that a 

L Biſhop doth not excell a ors by a di- if "0 
of ft:2Et ard higher order or power of order bk 2 
nd *for which Door Field hath produced q |) A4quine 
6 *the acknowledgment of the moſt lear- Bonavent. 
he! *ned among the Papitts. ( e) The in- POPE 
js) *fance of Timothy and Titzys, asit Bi- es oY 


z, 


: ; MACAINUS«» 
©ſhups of Epheſus and Crete, will be a Camerar. 


n-! *cLvering too narrow, For as we never GContare- 
ty, © read the Spirtt of God calling them 27 FER 

nt; *B:ſhops in Scripcurc, ( the Poſt-ſcript MG - 
it! "ro thoit Epililes being diſowned from ,,, 14 

* being any part of the Canon by many 1 Tim. 6. 
A * Papiſts, even by Baronins and the Rhe- 2% 
*1:/fs;, and are fo diſproved by ſeverall a 2 Tim: 
h| * Proteſtants, f ) So, Timothy is expreſly ;4 5x. 3, 
To enough I 4. 


a. 
= 


dB 
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exongh called an Evangeliſt, 2 Tins. os [is 
$ ſeethem © Nor could their trequent removes; (gÞy © 
deſcribed « ,frer the mention ot their being ac £er 
| cpa pheſus and Crete, have any contiſtenc{ot( 
par-2. p.55.< with the charge or Office of a Biſhog}Vr: 
Smefiimm- which ubligeth to a fxed refidenceaþP 40 


Tſe 


c mong his flock ? (co patle other rea 
{4 13: . ſons(b)againſttheir diveeſan Epiſcopary pe 


160 Minit. Their frequent drver ſions and journey! 
Evanz. * and varieas diſpatches to and fre, at thijeV« 
par. 2 c:5.* Jefire of che Apoſtles, and as might bet{c0 
throughout {\þ{crve the deſign and welfare of thi 
© rexerall viſible Church, do loudly ew! 

© nough proclaim them to be Evargeliſty(! 

I know there are on the other hand thaj}Þ0 

veſt che people with this power and pri-jde 

viledge of Ordination,beyond what wat V! 

ever poſſeſſed by the Pre/ates. Bur withj}a" 

no countenance that I know from Chriſt 

yea, or conveniency to Chriſtians;whilqm 

it is lictle other than a ſeed-plot of diſ}it 

ſentions among them, and of diviſions| fi 

into parties; and while beſidethcir dis) Ia 

ſtance trom the power of culing, whoſe] N 

placeic is to berruled ;ſuch are their diſ-| b 

abilities &diſproportion to make proof! C 

of mens ready inſtruftion to the kingdom P 

of Gyd, either in cleering the difficulties| V 

of the Goſpel, or in c: vi. cing gainſayerss| 

'Tis 
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.v{ [is true; We read(whatiome ingeniou(- 
(ety obſerve before us(k,)of Ordaining E'- &/ Londo 
Elders i» every Church, but we never read pron gy 
n lot Ocdaining Elders by any Church. T hey po mn, 
onfOrdained them Elders in every Church ,evan. pars 
eatAF. 14+ 23- Who Ordained chem ? Paul 3. c. 13 
eajand Barnabas for the people, nor the  # 
cyjſpeople for themſelves. That every 
ysIChu: ch ſhould Ordain them Elders in 
hievery Church, grates too much upon 
eficommon lenſe and truth. Nor will che 
hJword xerpoT:vn7av1sr help it our,, for(/) yerpr 
e-[what ever bee the impart of yerprelorary, telpery 5c 
/(/) maniteſt enough ic is, To Rretch out the hand) 
atboch from what is antece. which is ſtill done in Or- 


; dina:1cn, with impoſition 
Mm ['[s c | " 
j-Pdent to this expreſſion, and "TIM MRO 


-| what 18 after ic, tnat Paul much more be evinced 
:hjand Barnabas were the X--g0- by the uſage of this word 
BTorioxles, ro whom [ they | inthis place, if there be 


Neal mecha be nies ore 
, Þ- a1) Iarne 4 * 
ſtood to relate nine times be- ,, her ia 


s| ſides, In the narrative Or TC- rogive ſuffrage, bur to 
«| Jation which is herewith create, ordain, Sc. when 
ef made, ver, 21+ ad finem. Far 't govel - an accuſarive 
\| be it from mee, to diveſt the ns 7 webs Sgt ng 
{| Churches of Jeſus from any X77 TAI C8 607 
. 4 Tois 7-87 uTtoss S!CÞ1. 

1 parr of thoſe priviledges , . a hs. 
kick art oi + I Theſaur Linz. .grac. ad 

| which are given them Dy 4m 4:72, 
his 


k ) London 


 findethe ſmalleſt track or tooitey ? Las! 


ments of them with this buiineſs, rhat 
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his charter? Let ic be granted th ak 
for me, that the people may chooſe ; an(ſt©' 
look out men, a::d fet them! betore th the 
Presbytery, as they did for D-acons'be{ſ0 
fore the Apoſtles, ſtill obſerving their li{'©” 
mics, Ac. 6.3,5, 6. But the Presbyter Or 
'rts. that commit the Miniſtry, appoin F 
and ſend forth + he men, as then did th? 
Apoſtles, ver. 3. 6 Peruſe I beſeech .ya®? 
the primitive praXiſe, the records ot alj*®* 
thoſe Ordinations, which you finde i : 
the As of the Apoſtlcs, x. 6. 13. 14, by 
Chapt. & whac pciacs read youzor the ob+ 
ſcureſt trace of the peoples purting men : 
into the Office of Miniſters? Peruſe to 
theſcyche Epiltles that muſt particularly 
treat of, and purpoiely take up rhis ſub- 
Ject or argument, tho(e to Timothy and 
Titus : and yct tell us where may wee 


it che peoples ſuffrage had been enough 
to ſer men in Ofhcc, what need ſuch! 
preſſing arguments tro.u Panl to Tirmthy | 
and 7itns?.and ſuch particular inſtrue 


they Ordain E!d:rs in Crete and Epheſzs? | 
Doth he write at this rate, in any one 
of altthe Epittles he (cnderh co che Chur- 


ches? | 
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zen{ches? or in cither ofcheſe Epiſtles feng 
anſt- theſe Otficers,rhat the Churches ſee to 

tþJthe O. daining ot Elders, &'c. Again, if 
'belſo 3' whar need or right had Paul to in- 
-JjiJterels bimfelt or Barnabas to far, as to 
ten Ordain Eiders in every Church, at Ly. 
in ſtra, !ron:um, and Antioch, Fe. AH. I 4s 
th4 19, 23 \Vould they have to abuſed theic 
.out 0/17 puwer, or the peoples priviledges, 
aj} #8 by this ro have been arraignedtor bu- 
if fie-budtes in other mens matters ? which 
4 thy might have been, had Ordination 
h.f been in the power and right of the 
en] Churches. Tis true, we may be proper- 
to 1y enough call<d the Minitters and Meſ- 
1,} ſengers of the Churches, ſo far as I 
5.1 know. But how? Not as it they were 
df the, or/ginall, but are the obiefF of our 
authv! ative miſſion and meffages ; nor 
| as it we were ſet from, and by them into 
þ | this Office, but as ſext ro.and for them for 
, | their 0b<dience and joy of faith: unleſs 
| men may be ſaid to ſend meſlengers to 
thernic|ves, 

Set. 2 The Miniſtry is not tobee 
commited ci}] ater probation or triall 
- | made,Oh ;har dreadtull cha: g-! [charge 
| thee bejie Cod and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| 477 


: 


Ll 
c 
? 


AY TT 


patitao- 
0ay 
x-tar'd y 
eft j rp te 
expiora'e 
gual:s in ſe theirs perſeverance In it? In a word; 


res ſit, a 
dv'ifis aut 
Contrarlus 
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and the Eleft Angels ——lay hands ſudd: 
ly on no man, 1 1im. 5. 21, 223. Tima 

muſt not, for ſo much as the Office of ; 
Deacon, therefore ſurelv nor for thi 
Office of a Biſhop ar Miniſter. Ler thele 
alſo firſt bee proved; then let them uk 
the Othice of a Deacon, 1 Tem. 3. 19, 
"Tis an abuſe then to put men inco th 
Office of the Miniſtry, before or without 
proof made. Nor may this proof be 

{licat and overly, but muſt bee 4/igen} 
and diſtinitive, (2) Proved they ſhould 
bee, in their ſpiritualland inward cal 
tothe Miniſtry, and in their ſuitably 
qualifications for the Miniſtry, Wha 
_they are for life> what for learning 
© and what they are like to be for labour 
, Whar aretheir purpoſes by it? whar it 
rheir proportion toit ? and what will beg 


what of God and grace isto be found in 
them? and what of forwardnefs and 


diſcerae'e zeal there is and will be for God ? 


inqut Pa- 

Ters. Nec ſolummodo probate, ſcd approbare ſigiſcat, tbotd, 
per/pcttum, [ic apud Luc. 14. 19.8 1 Per.1.7. & Phi! 1.10. & 
I Thcf, 2. 4 & apud Plutaic. de Jyftit, liber, a An? «in 


Wa MS e7od\alas once for 551, 


Thirdly 


| prayer to God, and w hen ir was d xy he called 


| the Spirir, that yee will {irive rogerher 
' with us in your prayers to God, { 9) this 


| work we are to pirform; ! tie worth and 
weight of God's preſence ! and or win of 
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Thirdly, With prayer ard faſting, Such 
was the primitive praQtiſe, its 6, 6- & 
13e 3. & 14, 23. and tands upon record 
az our pattern, Whether thete enter the 
eſſence of Ordination, I ſay not ; but 
fare [ am, that they are of eminent and 
excellent obſervation and ute, Is our 
Lord himſclt therefo: e abuur to choole, 
and authoriiatively wo ſend abroad Apo= 
files? He contiructh all mght before it in 


unto him his "Diſcep! es, and of them hee 
choſe Twelve whom alſo he ramed Apoſtles, 
Luk.6 12, 13. Ab iis! pray, prav, you » 
that wanc and would have Paſt:rs. Fa- 
ſting prayers, will make fervent preachers. 
We velſeech yuu brethren; tor the Loid 
Jetus Ghritt's fake, and for the love of 


ag m:1I5- 


day. Ch the weaineſſes of our perſons ! the 


your prayers, which if carneſt.w li b2 (are to 

be effeftuall prayers (p)! Prav ye there 

tore, the Lord of the Hare? . _— he wil) 14.5-16- 

ſend torth chelc eXpectants, 1.avourcrs 

into his Harveſt (4) . 12 
x | Selt. 4.” 


GY AR 5 


zo 


+ Joee 4 
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S:#. 4. Wirh impoli.ion of hands. 
Thus 2:mothy was Ordained, 1 Tim-4.14 
and was to Ordain, 1 1: g* 220 What 
though Papitts have placed it among the 
Sacraments? muſt wee therefore pluckit 
from amohg the Samts? although Pal 
preſerveth it among the principles of the du- 
G&trine of Chriſt, Heb,6 1,2. \ under what 
notion, or to what purpoſe, I thall not 
diſpute ) Surcly their detage on it, will 
be a poor Apologie for ozr denial or de- 
ſpiing of ir, upon whom the crue light 
hach (hined : eſpecially whin the whole 
ſolemmity of Ordination zs once and agam 
ſer forth by this one Ceremony ; 1 Tim+4. 14 
and5. 22. 2 Tim. 1, 6, and you hear 


none ot us p'cading tor it asa Sacrament; | 
though we would nor be pit oyf:opany | 


folemsa right; eſpecially it an :»ſeparable 


adiuntt to an Ordinance of Chiitt, Is | 


Timothy enjoyned to lay hands ftuddenly 


on no man? 1 77. 5, 22. what lets can | 
be imply«d, than thac he lay tands (o-. 


bref -1cw iemnly upon lome, at leaft after mature 
Are O-ſerutiny? I ſhell nor expariate, but if 


curren-e 
h-rom - (- 


( bet'de the concurrent protetiiu_m and 


fered yo Praftice of the retormed Churches (7) if 


by Dr. $-4242 in his Ix; xfaleicn, at the beginning Pro». 
pfiion 3. Pol 


— —_ ww, .- 
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Pau/,ſo pretious a Saint,and ſo profound 
a Scholar, did thus accepr it in his own 
Ordination to the Minittry, as hee did, 
A, 13. 3. anddid thus att ard af:/t in 
the Ordination of others, as hee did, 


other ſhould ſo much liften to pride,pre- 
judice, or what ever elie ic bee, as to he- 
fitatet cauſl.ſly} or wo harden my ſelf a* 
gainſt it contem t oifly, © Panl's prefer” 
*ption and precede: me thinks vill be 
*enough ro acquit and anſwer fr us, 
* though we had nothing «le ro render 
in account, why we retain this ancicne 
(rite; by which, yet pw9lick offices have 
* been wont to be conveighed. Numb. 27, 
£18, 23-and8. 10, Af. 6. 6. and this 
part rentarly, nr lime 4 14 Tis trut, 
* when Pzl cnioins Titzs ro Ordain © 
(ders in every City, T7z:s 1. 5+ hee doit 


'*no preſcribe eXPro {l-, IQ pouton Us 


| * hands, Nor dh b&rrobiir it ; bur ras 
| fther ports 7t ont, rot c9/curely, by uo 
"things ( thovph the common prattice 
*thercofin tho.e times might have beer 
fincimation encigh to hum, and a juitl - 
* ficarion tor it, 29ainfſtthis exce Deion. ) 


© x. By leadine kin back £9 tormer r= 


, E> - 
© M3 IGTLOTG 


2 17im.. 1.6, God toibid | that I, ocany- 


5k 
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#) AR. 14. * trum wht Par praftitcd, (ſ) to wha 


23 


z Iim-1:6.5 Cne pariicuiar, elpecially, it the affir- 
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* ſtruftions | as I had appoinred thee] 
* wherein it wee may make judgment, 


Pau! preſcrivedythi: cou}d not bur make 


* mariveinclud-d in chat precept to Ti- 
*mothy, 1 Chap, 5. 22. bee put with it in- 
©co the lame icale, 2. By the light of 
his Word xax7gn'ons ( rendered here by 
Cord:in andin As 6 3. by appoint ) 
* which the Apokil: s pratic» hed alrew| 
© dy laterpretedto import the laying on 
© ot h-ndz, Afts 6. 6, «s one particulat 
© requiiite to that publick ard folemn|} 
© work. I now itis pretend: d thac the 
© Holy Ghoſt was miraculcutly given byf 
<impolitiun of hands ia Oidination | 
© and thence it is pleaded, that the mira-} 
cle row cealing, fo doth the myfte y| 


<to0. Put he w ts the former proved and, 
© inftified # Andit; yer how the latrer is; 
© thcreirom pleaded or inferred | fee not; 


© tinleſs we ſhall UPON the {ame ground; 


© now relinquiſh prayer, becauſe it's no! 
© mcrectitctuail ro heal rhe ſick, or rai.e| 
© the Gead,as it. Wis formerly, -&, 9. 37, 
© 40,41. Fam,5-14,15. Wehar tbe Apo- 
F(tles 7c9#7rir7 them co look out ſeven] 

men! 


| 
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© men full of the Holy Ghoſt. that they may 
* lay bands upon them, 4&ts 6. 3. cum 6. 
© but never hear them 7e/atizg ſo much as 
© one that had received the H ly Ghoſt ,be- 
' eanſe they ba d layd their hands upon him, 
$ iv his Ordination. I ſay in his Ordination: 
& forit is granted that the Holy Ghoſt 
(was given, by the Jaying on of hands, 
Gin the other caſes, Att.$. 17. 18. and 


| $19. 6, Why muſt Timothy and Titas 


$( think we) receive ſatisfation couch- 
*;ing mens gifts before Ordination ? 
©11T:im. 3. and Tit, r. Ard why muſt 
© they till then retard and ſtave off their 


| © Ordination, 1 Tim 5.22, It laying on 


*of hands would have conferred thas 
* (piric upon men, from whom all gitrs 


| *come? 1 Cor. 12. 8+ 4d 12, True itis, 


© we read of 7imothre'« gitt by the laying 
con of P-ul's hand:,and of the Pregbyte- 
iy; 2 7im.1.-6, 175m. 4414. But not 


| *of the Holy Gheſts being given him 


© hereby, lt is rath- r the gifr of the Mine 


8 fry that ix in:ended in theſe SCripures, 


* than gifts for the Aniſfry, and perhaps, 
© may bee therefore mentioed in both 
© places not plarally, buc ſingularly 
6i{ the gift. ] That offices are called 

E ; « -ifts, 
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« 1, duo 


Ue' ſus (/c. 
9. 1) per 


p LOG 
thrſin 
EL ouctury 
N42 NOX 


a2 ſu 11. 141 ad ſupe tora, boc iſt, ad explicanda dona ali- 
eur de £4 bus dixcrat in acaeie, dedit dona hommibus Zanch, | 
47 Epc "ET IC ( t) P[al. 68 x8, 


Fi thly one thing is yet bebind. Why| 
mult chote that ar&authoritatively from | 


Set. 5» 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Offiver : 
© gifts, and particularly the Miniftry, 
© ompare Ep.4 8,11,between which the 
© ard 10 veries, fall as wi:hin a Parex: 
© theſis ; the 11 verl. giving us the ecpli- 
© carion in particulars of what had bee 
*cxpr {ſedat the 8 ver. ingeneral : *And 
© {0 is an appolite anſwer to every one 
© that asks this queſtion ; what are thoſ: 
* gifts, when Chiiſt afcended up of 
©high, which he received for (7) and 
© give into men ? He gave ſfoin Apo- 
© (tles,and ſom Prophets,and ſom Evang- 
© lifts, and ſum Paſtors and T eachers, 


Chiift to teach others in the Church, 
have the Office committ:d to them, as 


well as be qualiticd for that ofhce? Why? | 


b 


Te is for the honour of Chrift, for the | 


happineſſe of che Church, and for the 
hope and heartning of ſuch teachers 
themſelves. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Se&. 1. It rs for the Dhnnonr of Chriſt, | 
Which is the great delign, that grace | 


hath to carry on, by all the various me- 
— 0M thuds 


— o 


As Ordination-S er1900- 


chods and miniftrations ot ic, by all Of- 
ficers, and by all Ordinances. Ha he 


:| thrown the reyns of his Church, King- 


dom and cauſe looie, to the /iberty, or 
rather /z/?s of men, take hee that will 
teach he that will - who could have then 
read ſuch his accurate prudence ? fuch his 
abſolute power ? and ſuch his affluence of 
perfeitions, as are now made legiblz in 


treating his own affairs; by thoſe only 


that are of his own appointment, and 
can (hew his royall patent? Alas / what 
conventency would this at all bear to 
his cranfcendant dignity, and moſt ta- 
King glory,whereot the greateſt royalties 
are but poor reſemblances? Wil men call 


him the wonderfull Counſellor, the Prince of 
' peace, u ) the King of kings, aud Lord of , N16,9.5.7 


55 


Lords? * that either haih n vera Secre- *)gey, ;, 


tary, derald, Enbaſſadour,or ſo much as 16, 


a Steward by office, by whom the grand 
importances of his Court 2nd Crown 
may be tran {a&ed on the cone hand ?or is 
ſo lictle tender of :heſe great truſts, and 


his own tranſa&ions on the other ; that 


whoſoever hath bat will and «kill, fore- 
head and fitns{s enough, may Without 
further leave from him or his, lay hold 

E.:4 upon 


4 by 


Chriſt”s Commiſſiun-Officer : 
' upon thele offices, and leap into the 
higheſt honour ? Need I remird you, 
that ſuch are the offices, ſuch is the ho- 
nour to be a Miifter of Jeſus? Is it ipi- 
ritually? Well; the more ſpirituall 
the office a: d honour is, the more need 
In a juſt (enie, of his putiing them into a 
ſecui iry, from the fleſhly preſumptions 
and fo:ward prerenſions of vain men, 


v.ho are but tco defirous of being teach-' 


crz oft others, even before they under- 
ſtand what they ſay, or whereof they 
ath;m themſclves, 1 Tim, 1. 7, or at 
Jealt of heaping unto themſelves teach- 
ers, having itching ears, 2 7m. 4. 3. It is 
true, | acknowledgethat pious Minitters 
are 10 far from biing acccunted o1dina- 
rily to the honour of Chritt; that wee 
are made rather with Pas/, the filth of 
the wor'd, and he oft-{couring of all 
things, 1 C 07.4.13. But what ſaith Pas/? 
God, nho commarded the I'aht to ſhine ont 
of darknels, hath ihined m our hearts to orve 


the light of the baowledge of the glory of | 


Gad, iathe face of Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor 4:6. 
and if our brethren be «©nq :ircd of ( ſaith 
he ) they are the glory of C h-1/Þ, 2 Car. $. 
2cr, 23, And ng warvall, for b:uides the 
expref- 


x} 
the 


An Or divaton-S ermon. 37 


the expreſſions to lis glory by them, ſach are 
Du, the :mpreſſtoxs ot his glory upon them, 
10- ſnot cnely in their Miniſteriall gifts and 
Pl-| graces,w hich bcſpeak them qualified for 
all |chis Othce by Chriſt, but in the Miniſte- 
ed |riall authority and adminiſtrations, which 
) 2 [beſpeak them Commillioned co this Of- 
ns {fice from Chriſt, Axd indced, what other 
n, | are his Minifters, Paſtors, -and Teachers 
h-famorg us; but the ſpeaking gifts, and 
r- | ftanding pledges of Chriſt's glorious aſcen- 
'y | fon for us? and of his gracious and great 
it affet ions to H5, Epheſ. 4+ 8, 11, compa- 

i- | red. 
is | Set: 2. [tis for the happinrſs of the 
8 | Church likewiſe,which is nexc to his Fa- 
= | thers honcur, in the :ym and heart of 
e | Chriſt. I: is tor her enlargement, edifica- 
f | tion, and eſtabliſhment, as the Apoſtle at 
| | large inftance:h and iluſtrateih in the 
| ſame, Eph-ſ. 4, 12, £3. 14, 15, verſere 
* | For the pert«&ir:-g of the Saints, &c. 
| Throw open but this door once, that 
" | gifts, and a detire ro exercite them make 
a Miniſter, and you may (too late) per- 
ccive we!l-nigh, a/! chat 7s dear to the 
Chu: ch gorns ot, an4 whatſoever is divi- 
ding and deſtrugive commg in,by the ſame 
door 


£ 
#7? 


&, 


53 Chris Commiſſion Officer : 
door, both ſpeedily and irremediably, 
What Corah and his complices will not 
cell Aaron and Moſes tootTe t ahe too much 
pon you; ſeeing all the Grngregation art 
hoty, every onc of them, and the Lord is a+ 
mong them + wherefore then lift you up your 

ſelves above the Conzregation of the Lord, 
Numb. 16 3 Nor could iever yet hearof| 
any thing more emincnt among them, 
than is error and contufton, who hay 
caken qualifications to give C:.mmiſſion, 
Alas / this muſt needs break the unity, 
and blaft the puriry of the Churches 
quickly. 

N, 1. It muff needs break the unity of 
the Chun ches, ( a bleſſing how de firable 
in it ſelf? a 1d how dear to onr Savi--ur)} 
it nothing but firzeſs .nd forwardneſs bee| 
requiſite to make an Oiticer or Miniſter. 
Wo to the Common-wealth of this 
Tirael ! If every one that had abilicy,had 
therefore anthority too; If every one! 
that probably is, or preſumerh himſclt 
co be fit for ſuch or ſuch an Office, were 
thereby pur into it,and muſt be fo obey- 
ed; or itevery one, who is qualified for, | 
maſt bee therefore counted a Judge, Ju- | 
ſtice, yea, or but a Conſtable, Fath God | 

provided | 


| 
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provided agamfFt ſuch intruſons upon civil 


Offices? and will he permit it in ſacred 
Taken ſuch care im order to the accord and 
qniet of the Common wealth ? and tath he 
thrown it by with reſpect to his Charch 
which is ſg much dearer to h.m thay are all 
the Societies in the world beſide ?. Who 


- would be y/ed, it but to preſume our 


ſelvs qualified, would make us ralers, ei- 
ther in Chu:ch or State? Surely this 
would make the mi/:1tanr Church, like 


| that m1/itary body, where qualitications 


to cominand were a commiliiun for a 
Company - 7 he Church (hould have all 
Officers and no Senldiers quickly ; and if 
it did not run wich fork an army into 


| bIzd and confuſion, yet would ſoon and 


ſurely run with ic into b:trerzee and 
contentions, * He that can ſecure me the 
© peace and unity of that Kingdome , 
*zhere every one thats fit,may bethere- 
by ſpreme ; or of that County, whe.e* 
every one that is fit, may be thereby 
© Sheriffſe; or but of that Corporation 


@ where every one that isfir, may be 


* thereby 2/a'or, ſhall be ( withme) 4 
$ -97e- ſuch among, men, and may per- 
@ fryade, if any; that the beauty and har- 

6 monle 
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A | Chriſt's C. onmiſſion-Officer: 
* mony of the Churches of Jeſus may be Fu 

6. , | 
preterved coo, wherein «very one that all 
*judgeth himſelt fit, is chereby made a 
© Miniiter and Otficer. Let m* add hig, T 
© if Miniſters are not Officers,* the C "= 


© hath n2ne + For who elie can ithew m 
ſo clear evidenc:s? And it men inay bee 
© 6old with this Office in the Charch, to 
< inveſt themſelvs with it, and to execute 
© at pleaſure, why they ſhould be back- 
© ward to, or baulk any other Office, | 
©know not : For this of all others i 
moſt ſacred and moſt circumſcribed, Ani 
ef all Offic-s Iye in common where (hall we 
{ook_ for the C harches Concord ? Ah Sirs ! 
have wce read the 12 to the Romans 
from the the 3 to che 9,5r the 1 Cor, 122} 
 Andcanwe thick our bleſſed head and 
Maſter, in whom are hid all the trea- 
ſu:cs of wiſddzme and kindnefle, ſo 
ren.ifſe about conferring Offices ? and 
ſo regardl-{ſe of the Churches concord | 
) as this amounts to f What! arethere| 
ſo many unicies ? and all with reſpedt | 
had to the Church? Ore body, ard | 
one ſpirit , even as they are called tn | 
one hove of their calling ; one Loyd , | 
one faith , one baptiſm , one God and 
Father | 


An Ordination-Sermon. 


F ather of all, who is abave all, and through 
all, and in them all? Eph. 4+ 5, 6 Log 
therefore C krift bath given F aſtours and 
Teachers ( names 0+ Othice ) ): worſe 8, 
11, that they may kzep the wir f the 


ſpirit m the bondof peace, verſe 3. and 


that tiil we all come in the unity of the faith 
Oc. ver, 13. 

N. 2, i his will bla the purity of the 
Churches too, and let in ( whar ror? ) 
that is deſtiuftive to verity, ard the 
p.wer of Godlineſſe, It our ſturing 
times have nut fiven ſufficient teſti- 
monie to this ſad truth, I knuwnot 
hat t mes cvir did or ” ſhall. what 
throuch wncall:d Preachers, and uncate- 
ch: ſez hearers, Oh! the havack and 
convulſions that are made im the Churches 
of Jeſw . ' \pdind. -d, who can expe; 
bu t,:4t thoſe, who with vainly or violently 
enter wupanthe AMmiſtery withint Ordi- 
narron , hall lik:eriſe veuturonſly ems - 
ploy theniſelves in it , without obſer- 
vaiion ?f Witneſſe tho ſe falſe teachers 
wher-of Veier tells vs. 2 Peter, Chap- 
ter 2. aid Jude, from the fourth 
to 1the iwenitcth  yerſlee, Who 
may, or how can wee e.xhets 

at Dey 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 
other, than unſeiledneſſe inthe love of th\10 | 
Goſpel! ? and unſoundneſſe in the Ii; f|W# 
godliiſe from that man, or men,who ſbak fit « 
ojf the order of the Goſpell? Surely, thy Ou! 
that heap ts themſelvs teacher s,walk bu PU 
after their ow'a tuſts therein,and have itch {sf 
eng ears, turned from the truth,and unto ful 4 
bics. 2 Im. 4. 3,4: And therefore whe| 0U 
ther they that make themſelvs teachen| O' 
are like co walk in the law ot God, and} Þ: 
to lead yuu in the ways of that truth} M 
which 3s according to godlinefle, judg} ” 
ye ? What lefle can be ſaid than this #Þ 
That meaſuring themſelvs by themſelves,| ©, 
and comparing themſelvs among themſelus,| 
they are not wiſe : and if the premitlcs be} 


- Conlidered, how wicked ! 0h 


Sect, 3. 11's for the beartming and\® 
comfort of ſuch teachers, that beſide qua- | E 
litcacions, they ſhall have the Othece | ” 
committed to them : their comfortable | f 
Incouragement much condacing to the | i 
credit and inrerefic of that King 1:ſus, | | 
whoſe Fmbafſadveurs they are. Sirs ! | * 
the duties, drfficnitics, ard diſcourage» | 
meiits of MAdiniſſers , how warions | 
arethcy f how involved ! And alas ! what | 
{orry things ars our veit qialitications | 
Q 


An Ordmation- Sermon. 
"to ſupport us, without the ſtropg aid of 


e [that grace,which (ers before us the bene - 
44) fit ot our Commiilion, to itay and cheer | 
by| our hearts. Who of us, my brethren,bur | 
4 mult c: nfefſs with Par, that wee are not | 
che} (ufficiem of our ſelvs, ſo much as to think_ 
fp| ay thing as of our ſelus ? Where then is 
| our ſr fficiencie ? and what is our [upport ? 
4 Our .uttciency is of God, who alio hah 
14} mace us able M:iniftergof the New Teſta- 
þþ ment, 2 Cer, 3.5, 6. That God, who hath 
If ade us Manrftors, ze the ſpring head of 
i eur ſufficiencies ia the diſcharge and exer- | 
TA ciſe of Our Alnitry ; and that God hath | | 
', made ws 11wiſters, is the ſtay and baſis of | 
ef our hopes 1: all rhe difficult emergencies of , Sea 
our Min:ſtry, * That our God hath feurt x11, 1. 
| us, Is the fiabliſhing conhideraticr, a>12. | 
gaint all d:ſpondenrcies and diſcourage- 

, | ments, that he will ſupply, ſtrengehen, 

, | ſecure, and work all cur works in ns and 

| for us. And Lo, by this it is, that God 

would have us to chide down our fears, 

| and to keep wp onr faith. 1 ſantlified thee, 
ſaith he to Jeremie, and I oraained thes 2 —i 
Prophet unto the Nations. Doth Jeremic |; 
ſay?A..Lo.d Ged/l ama ch 13,behold | 


| cannot Ipeak, Ay, but hear what the 
Lord 


1 


Chyiſt's Commſſuon- Officer : 
Lord faith unto Feremy; ſay not 


aina child, fur thou thalt go to all thaj 


] thall jend thee, and whattoever | com 
mand thee bou thalc ſpeak : ge wot af: 
fratd of their faces ; for 1 amy with thee 
del er theeſatth the Lord ; Behold, I hav 
made thee a deferced City.&c. Fer.1 5. 6,7, 
$,18,19-Ah beloved, God doth theretore 
Comuntton us, co corroborate and 
comtert vur hearts, and to confirm u 
you (ce ag inſt hard(hips, © Oh che tear 


© and tentations, thar every man of Go] 


< is ſubje& co ! without are fightinge, 
© within are fears: And in the middi 
© of ſo many inward diſtrations, and out: 
© ward diſtreſſes, while tach is the diih- 
© culty of our province, ſuch the d. bi ity 
© of our perſons, ſuch thedeceictulneſs of 
© {in, ſuch the deiufionz of Satan, ſuch 
© che deſperate ſtubbornefs of the world, 
*fuch the depths and heights of the 
© Word, and ſuch the danger and worth 
© of immorcall ſouls, for which we muſt 
"give an account ; In the midJ'lt of all 
* chis, how would our hearts gather aſtos 
C niſhment ! and our hopes £0 down into de- 
© {pair, did nor the ſenle ot chis truch,and 
* che tweet fruits that grow upon ir fſo- 


— Aa AQ wa —___ Aw OO pau_- gm aw a wy 


lace | 


| God did it ; as though God did beſeech yors 
EF uy 
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face our ſouls: It God hath ſeat. God 
© will {cond me 5 it God hath put me to 
(the Minittry, he will proſper me inthe 
Miniſtry ; it he hath given me a Com- 
Emiſſion, he will nat deny me bis concur- 
6 rence, he that appointed mz to this Oftice, 
& will accomplith kis ends by and upon 
*me in his Othce : Theſe, theſe are the 
y comfort Ly of a ( ommiſſtoned, if Concientie 
@ ous Miniſter, Be the :ucceſs what ic wil, 
Fit he be taTere and tent, he is to Goda 
({weet 1avou., chough in them that pe- 


Triſh 2 Core. 2. 15, 16. and God Is his 


<ttrength and rewaid, though he hath 
*jpcar his own ſtrength co no pu. pole, 
Uſa 49: 455+ 

A ltranger.an uncfhced preacher bach 
not to inte: meddle with this joy. Buc 
Oh the {wect Cordiali ! ard com ortas 
ble (avour, of our inveſticu e with the 
Otlice both unto us and you! when 
both vou and we ſhall ca.l e > mind; thar 
we are n:'* barely che ſervants, bur the 
ſtewards vt Ch itt ; ur un 1; the ſubjefts, 
but the Embiſſidovurs of Chriſt, and fo 
whatlucyer we bind or lovule, betecch 
or charg*s, ret nke or comfort, nts as if 


ey 


© 


* There 
being 13. 
afrerward 
to be or- 


d ained- 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer - 
by us ; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead,z Cor, 
5. 20. Chcilt hath bid us go teach, bap-* 
uzc, &c,Lo, lam with you, Mar. 28: 
19, 20, Bur the unofficed preacher hach 
neither part nor lot in this promilſe ; for 
be ic ſuppoſed, that Chriſt hath given 
him fecr, beitowea abilities ; yet hach 
he not bid him go, granted him authort- 
ty : and who can hope, that Chriſt will go 
with him,that goeth before Chriſt, or rather 
ſteals away before he [ent him? Will hee 
de with the Prophets that run,and he not 
ſent them ? Nay, / am againſt theſe Pro- 
pbets, ſaith the Lird, Jeremi, 23, 21, 30+ 
30, 32» | 
VS E. 


Having thus explained and evinced 
the aſſer:ioz or obſervation ; give mee 
leave now to exerciſe my felt and you, a 
«hile, in the application. 1 ſhall noc be ve- 
ry long; neither the firaights of time, * 
nor indeed my ſtrength, permitting it. 


td 7 


Om OS Ry Per 


I ſhal chereforelay bur three Ules of this | 
point before you. The firſt for humilia- 


cion and conſternation, the ſecond for 


holy caution, the third in way of hearty | 


Le ' Os 


counſel, 


» © Þ QA {te 


| doth ſee? andunl:is ſerſnall or ſtupid, 
We F 3 


An Ordenation-Sermpmn, 
Uſe x. Of humbling conſternation. Is it 
{{, that tuch ag are to teach auchorica- 
tively in the Church , or Minifters of 
Chriſt, maſt be boch men qualified for 
the Othice, and have the Ofhee commit- 
ted ca chem ? Oh! what maccer of hum- 
bling conſternation and holy confuſion 
befare rhe Lord doth this call for from 

us this day ? Oh chat mine head were 
waters , & mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
chat I might weep day and night for 

che flain ( ſhall I ſay, or for the ſouls? } 


| of thedaughncer of my people, Jer, 9. 1. 


Partly through unqualified Miniſters of 
the one {ide,and partly through uncom- 
miſſioned Miniſters on the other tide. Oh 


| theravine and ruine, that is made of 


multitudes of ſouls! one whereof is 
more worth than all E:g1:, all tic 
Indies, yea, than all the world. Ah lirs ! 
how have holy things been profaned? 


| how have heavenly things been pollu- 
| ted? and how much, how long have 
| wholefome truths been perverted, what 
| between this and that extream ? Who of 
| Us is ſuch a ſtranger in E-g/ard bur un- 


leſs deafe doth hear ? that unlefs 4/i-d 


bar 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officey + 


but muſt gh, and [mite upon ewr thighs gin 
the ſad remembiances «©t thee thngs ! 
Oh ! how hath God been 11d 18 yet dil- 
bonou:red by it? How hath the Goſpel 
bee:., and is yet defpiied by it ? ana how 
hach gudlineſs be- n, and is yer derided 
for ic, to thisday ? Ay, and tor this,nute 
withttar ding all cur engagements and 
endeavours tor a Reformatiun,che land 
Muu! ns and Iycth unreformed, even to 
this bou-. And now, Oh that we could 
( wel amrtt ac weſhoula) mourn be- 
ture the Lord tor thele things. 

Sect, 1. Let 15 mourn for ungqaaltfied 
Ainiſters. O bel: ved 1 how many have 
walk-d( and Ob that | thoyuJd mencion 
it without Weepirg / walked under the 
call:no of Miniſter that have not been wor= 
thy to be caled men? bur have becn ra- 
ther like the Mule for ignorance rhe, 
Goat torluft.and the Swine for drunk- 
enneſſe,than ijke the Minifers of Jetus; 
ſuch whoſe God hath been their belly, 
whoſe Goſpe! bach been their bars , 
whoſe glory hath bezn their ſhame, 


* Ad Ceri, Non Paſtores, ſed predatores; non Pre- 


S 271910 &i1 
C-7n:c:lis 
Facrrnkee 


cones, ſed predenes, as Bernard * ele- 
gantly declaimeth the prophane Prietts, 
elpeclally 


An Ordmation Sermoy, 


eſpecially the Prelates of his time: 
Suul-thicves and murderers, rather 
thin true Miniſters. AMiniffers (hall 
1 cai} them in Divmity> monſters they 
are in Morality. Beaſts in mens ſhapes, 
ra:her than AMmiſters, which ought to 
bee the beſt of meu, Oh the build- 
ing up ot lia /{ tne betra;ing of our 
Savioui's inccrefſe ! and the blood of 
immortall fouls, that will bee requi- 
red at your hends ! | ſay at your 
hands, 1t any tuch are here. Whac! 
thu that ceacheit another, teacheft 
thou not thy felt? Ar. a light co 
them that ſit in da:«xne's, and yet 
the light thac is 16 thee is buc derk« 
nefſc? Tel'ſt others ot a na1row way 
to heaven, and yet art treading thy 
felt the broad way to hell > tcl 
eſt humilicy, kolincſſe, and heaven- 
| Iy-mindednefſe in the Pulpit, and 
' there is novught but pride, profane- 
nelle , covereouſneſle, or conteniian 
in thy practice? Warn't others a-' 
gainſt all ſinne, and againſt all ap- 
p:arance of finne, and to adorn the 
| dodrine of God our Saviour in all 
' things, as ever they would enjoy 

F 3 A 


Chnft's Commiſſion-Officer : 
him or heaven; and ye walkeft thy 
ſeit, as if there were neither fin, nor 
ſuff.ring, God or Goſpel, hell or hea- 
ven, to be thnr into, *or fhur out from? 
And art thou a Miniſter { thinkeſt thou ) 
that Chrik wil, & Chriftians muſt own? 
Oh ! how will Chriſt ſhake off ſach 
prophefiers in his name, in che open 
view and proſpe& both of men and 
Angels at the aft day? and profeſſe 
nfito them, 7 never kyew you, i, e, 1 ne- 
wer owned you, Depart from mee yee that 
work iniquity. Ah wretches\ take yee 
my Covenant imo your months, and take 
»p my Commiſſion as Miniſters , and yet 


trve like miſcreants? Verlly if there be 


a furnace of divine vengeance heated 

one fevcn times more, then atuall, theſe 

fhall 611 ics ifthere be an Hotter place 
In hell than others, theſe ſhall have and 

howl in it. It yon will not receive ic 
from mee, read I pray, Roms. 2. 17. to 
theend, Mat. 7, 22. 23, Pſalm 50- T5 

Hoſ 4. 6. Rev. 19. 20,21, OChritiais, 

haye you no cea:s left for theſe men ? 

no bowels of pity and compaſlion ? 

eſpecially when rhe Church of Chriſt i; 

ſv concerned inth:m? Alas! withoar 
Eminent 
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eminent repentance, there remains no- 
thing but wo, wo,wo,tor them. For wrath 
and aftonithmenc, for horrour and a. 
mazement, for blacknefſe and chaing 
under darkneſs are ſuch reſerved, for ever 
and ever, Such Angels, wholoever 
ſcape, ſhall be ſure to be tormented among 
the damned Devills, 

Set. 2. Let ws monrn for uncommiſſi- 
ned Miniſters, Miniſteri\do | mean ſuch? 
nay 'ather they are bu/ic-bodics in other 
mers matters. Miniſters by intruſion 
they are,and equivocally ; but not by 
Inveſtiture not properly ; if iz title, yec 


' not in rr#th. Their judgement pro- 


ceeds of themſelves, and uſually are 
in judgement and for deſtruFion to 
the fheep ; not for the preſervation, but 
for the. perdition of the ſouls that are 
led by, and liſten co them ; witnefle 
thoſe Jeremiah 14. 14,15, 16, and C bap. 
27. 25. 2Pet,2,1.&c, Souſuall hath 
it been, for jelf- Miniſters, to be ſoul mur- 
derers, Nor do the Prophets onely de- 
claim fuch for falſe Prophets, who run, 
and God ne're ſent them with tha. 
meſſage ; but ſuch likewiſe who run and 
God never ſent the men : orif you will, 

| F 4 ſich 


72 Chriſt's Commiſſion Officer : 


*Jer.23. ſuch who propheſiea & God neverſent them,* 


21: a5 wel as thoſe who prophejiedwhat God never 
ard 14-14: ſ"oke to them. Ic 18 true that ordinarily 
15 boh chele mer in one and the ſame per- 


ſons. Andis It nor astrue as familiar 

and frequent in our times? Jt nevcr 

was (Tamapt io think ) more uſuall in 

Iſrael, than now it is in Ezglard, that 

ſuch who proph-fie without deſignation or 

warrast frim God, propheſie the deceit of 
*Fzk.13-1hcir own hearts, inſtead of the Word of 
1,2,34t7. God. * And arc ;:ot iuch, think we, for 
Jer.14-1 +a Jamentation ? yea, and lct them be for 
EOISeNE, a Jamencation, Oh triends! thele, theſe 
are they, that have b-en ſo much com- 

pl-ined of by God, Jeremiah 23. 21,32, 

io tr.uch cautioned to the gc diy, Fer. 29, 

ver 8, 9. So much the cuiſe of that 

Prince, who hath given them counte- 

nance, 1 Krmgs 22, verſe 1. ad 37, and 

have ſo miſerably cheated, and per- 
nicicufly corcupred the people that 

heve repoſed contdence, or taken com- 

* Mar. 9. Flacen-ie in them, Ezckiel I3- verſe 4. 
'1* & 24, 44 17- Oh Chrittans ! as there 
22,2442 5, Were falſe Prophe s alſo emong the 
-- ay people, haih not Ch:ift torerold * 
© that there {Fall bee falſe teachers 
1 Joh,q. I. ar0ng 


An Ordination-Sermon, 


among you ? and have not our 
eyes leen them ? men of the ſame cha- 
rater, and of the {ame cariage, which 
he fo:etold ? and have not the ſame ſad 
confequences been found among us, 
who have read their deſcription deluſions, 
and dreadfull iſſues in the 2 Pet,2, andin 
the Epiſtle of J«de? Sirs,that our fouls 
could weep in ſccret for them! and tor 
the Church, Cauſe and Covenanc of 
our God, that ſatter through and by 
them! And as for you the Prophets and 


Miniſters of God, let me ſay to every 


one of you from the Lord, what was 
ſome'ime ſaid unto Ezekic!. Son of man, 
propheſie againſt the Prophets of Iſrael 
( Saith he,of England lay I, to you)rhat 
propheſie, ſay unto them that propheſi- out 
of their own hearts: Hear ye the word of 1he 
Lord Thus ſaith the Lord God Wo unto the 
fooliſh Prophets,that follow 1h:ir own ſpirit, 
and have ſeen rothing@c.FEzeK-13+k.2.%Cg 

Llie 2. Ot holy cantion, Is i« fo thar 
ſuch who are to tcach au'horicatively 
in the Church muſt be both qualihed for 
the Othce, and have the Othice commirt- 
ted to them ? {| have this co beleech and 
beg, to command and charge gi 

al 
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Chri5t's Commiſſion Officer : 


and by the Lord. Take heed, Oh! takeþh 
heed, of adventuring upon publick aij« |; 
thoritative teaching in his Gt urch, ill jn( 
you have both of theſe; paris and pw. 
er , qualifications and cummillion gis ſhy 


ven you of Jeſus Chritt. 


Se&. 1. Do not adventure upon this Of. 


no 


of 


fice without qualfications. This is ſuch |; 


an Office, that ( what head is fo able! 


What hearrt is ſo accurate and honeft ! ) 
who is equall toit ? It the Apoſtle cry. 
eth out Tis ixay97; who is equall or ſuf 


{ 
Mi 
0! 


ba 


ficient? 2 Cor. 2. 16. What muſt we do thi 


Who are not more ſhort of his Apoſtle. 


pr 


ſhip, than weare ot his abilities ? Sure ta 


ly no hife can be too good, no learning cas 


be too great for the Miniſtry, nay or good or || 


great enough. A Paſtor among his peo- 
ple, like Sa#/ among his ſubjeAs, ſhould 
be higher at leaft by head and ſhouldiers 
both for fidelity and for ability, for 
ſoundnefle of apprehenfions, for fimpli- 
City of affeftions and tor ſincerity and 
unbiaſtneſſc in all his ations. Like Ez- 


ra, one that hath prepared his heart to ſech | 


the law of the Lord, and to doit, andio 
reach in Iſrael ſlatutes and judgments, 
Ezra 7. 10, Who- ever may be blame- wore 


ea! 


thy, 


An Ordination-Sermon, 
ale bly a biſhop muſt be blameleſſe as the Stew- 
ute [od of God, 1.Tim 3.2, as the Apoſtle 
ill joculcateth twice together, 73t. 1.6, 7. 
w- Nor is it enough chat he be good really 
pts [hut he mult have a good report ; and this 
not only of them t hat are within, but 
Y. |þf them likewiſe, which are without, 
ch || Tim. 3- 7- But becauſe "cis nor life, 
le! ſÞ much as learning, which is now adays 
!) [pade che matter of queſtion, if nor of 
y- [ontumely and contention ; Let mee 
uf have the Iiberty to leave my ſenſe in 
do [this Iikewiſe. And Tbefeech you,let nog 
le- [jride, ler not prejudice, ler not precipi- 
re-[tancy, or what-ever elſe, ſhut up your 
-as [ars, or ſtop your hearts againſt it. Oh! 
or [never think, that you are apt to be teachers 
0» |ifothers,unleſſe you are able to teach others 
14 |4ſo. Know that ſuch a one had need be 
rs [ſull of goodnefle, and filled with all 
or |knowledg, whois fit ( eſpecially of Ot- 
li- [ice ) to admonith others Roms. 15. 14. 
ad [full of jJadgment and of mighr, 4, 3.8 
z- |fe had need with Ezra,bea ready (ſcribe 
k in the Law of God, Ezra 7. 6. aſcribe 
'0 [inſtru&ed to the Kingdom of God arg 
5, [13. 52. one of pickt and choice abilicics 
re ind experience, worth and wiſdome; a 
meſſenger 
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Chrift”s Commiſſion- Officer - 
meſſenger, ard interpreter oneamong{y{ 
thouland, fob 33: 23- an able Minit, 
of the New Teſtameiit, 2 Cor 3. 6. 

© Well may tuch be reckoned by og 
a 2 Per, 2. Apoftleamong the /mpofors of the lafhn 
I. 4 12.6 times, who underſtand notyC a \ but ally, 
b2 Pit. © willingly :gnorant{b) of which ſoit aq 
3, 8, 6 they that creep into houſes, andledy, 
C captive filly women laden with lint 
© led away of divers luſts, ever lcarninghyie 
© and never ableto comero (ht: knoud,y, 
©ledg of rhe trath. 2 7im.3 6.7. buf 
© never}were, or ſhall chey be reputed ad;y 
© mong the Paſtors of the laſt tines; fogy 
© theſe are to hold taft the faithful work, 
as they have been taught,and are ablebg7 
ſourd do@rine both to «xHort and conh- 
© vince che gain-ſayers Tit. 2,9, Theldy | 
© caſt not off, but continue in the thing 
© which they have leained and been al 
© fured of. 2 T1m,3, 14. A701 Miniſtnh, 
of Chriſt is one nouriſhed up in the words thy, 
faith, ard of good doftrine whereunto hu 
hath attained. 1Tim, 4. 6 Tue it hg 
thac wee are fallin among men andy 
times, that diſccurage , difſuade andy 
diſgrace fearning - but let not that defy 
ter us, Who are not ( through mercy 
- with 


An Ordmation-Sermon. 
Nngatſuch, that on che other hand, quic- 
ultekn, cheriſh, countenance it, and ſpeak, 

fortably unto all the Levites that teach 
' We good kzowledp of the Lord, c It 8 true, 


labne wou.d have us Preachers like Je-chro.30. 


' #Qjoams Prieſts,only of the lowelt of the 22. 
 UFople. 1 King. 12.31. at leaſt, for /ite- 
edrure ( not to mention /:velyhood.)And 
lintYell way ſuch indeed paſſe for the 
UfrieSts of Fereboam, for ( with me 'tis 
Outyond d. ubr ) they are not the Prea- 
Dullers of Jeſ#5, i.e, by his allowance and 
dapot:tment. No; Chrittians, his are 
foproved workmen, that need not be aſha= 
'Ored, rightly dividing the word of truth, 
ie by Tix 2. 15. The Faſtors aſter his heart 
Ole ſuch,as ſhall (and therefoie can ) feed 
he t People with knowledg and nnderſt ane 
fro. Jer. 3- 15. ot blind ſeers, $0 ge 
1 Whore watch-men, or Shepherds that can 
ii underſtand. Iial, Chap. 56, verſe 
as tho, 1i. 1 do nor lay, butyoumay 
beg good men, and have bur lirtle or 
- Ihe learning 3 but | dare noc lay: 
angogz will make good Miniſters withs 
anquclearning;tur huw (hould you? I pray 
de nhtider» 


y 
ch 


N, x. 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer- 
N. 1. 1/1 zot your relations to God c; j 
#pon you for learning ? He inploys nag 
but the wiſe and faithfull co be his Stew.[if 
ards, Mat, 13.52. How can you by? 
« Jer. x5, Bis month? (4) his meſſengers ? ( 6) le 
39+ or the 22ex of God( f Yelſe, who are tc hc 
elſa,42. make known the myſteries of his Goſ|* 
REP pell? It you are the mouth of Gad|® 
EN M- 9 Jet us hear you ſpeak, 45 the Oraclesſ® 
” God. 1 Pet, Chapter 4. verſe 11. Whoſ4 
do expet a preof of Chriſt ſpeakin* 
g 2 Cor. #n andby you(g) it you are the Mk] 
33. Jo ſengers of the Lord of Hoſts , Let w([# 
ſee that your lips do preſerve knowledg| 

that men may find the law at your was 
Malac. Chapter 2. verſe 7. And iff 

you are mex of God , Wake us a 
leaſt ſome way iecnſible , tha t 
you are ſurniſhed with inſtraftions u ﬀ 
every good work, 2 Tim. Chap. 3 verlil 
17 | 


__- 


bM N. 2.JJ11 zot your relations to the people W 
ts. a5. call won you for learning ? Theie you f 

' 3Ifa,s. 16 Ought to warn and teach in all wiſedm, ol 
&k Mat 13. Col, 1. 28. How (hall yoube their /ight|# 
32, thur leaders, and tnſtrutters elſe unte 
the Kirgdom of God ? If you are blind lea-|® 

ders of the bimd, bawh ſhall fall imto the h 

arch, 


'An Ordination-Sermoy, : 
{cafitch, Afar. 15- 14+ And a dreadfull 
16gdbing it wiil b : tor you gf God's people are 
ten Weſtroyed for lack of knowledge in you, 
oHoſ 4+ 6+ Your lips ſhould preſerve hnow- 
kdge tor the people, as a publick ſtore 
eroltouſe; and thy muſt ſeek the law at your 
3o(,1werth, Adal. 2. 9. If there ariſe matters 
ad, [199 bard for them, chey muſt ariie and 
axef(pk you, Dent, 17.8. ad 12. Exch, 44. 
Vholt4+ And how (hall you teach chem, if 
bagheare yer to learnthe Oracles of God 
i 

u 


(4) 


jour ſelves ? Heb. 5, 12. Thou that 
© witeacheſt another, teacheſt thou net thy ſelf, 
«dg ith the Apoſtle ? Row, 2. 12. 
ail N. 3. Will not the requiſites and duties 
d iff your office call upon you for learning ? 
a|urely the Law ſhould not periſh from the 
hallreſt, nor counſel from the wiſe, nor the 
word from the Prophet, Fer. 18. 18. Men 
erſ;|nay declaim bumane or School-learn- 
| [ing very confidently ; but whereunto 
06 |will a Miniſter's duty ariſe, unleſs he be 
on uraiſhed with ſome competency there 
-,0t? How ſhall hee convince gan ſayers 


: -u 


|mchour it, * ſhuteing chem up in heir +, 5.4, 


re (gum nts and anſwers? or ſtop the 
e4- |nourhs of che learned adverſaries, who 
ch; |fly either co the originall rexrs, or to 
ch, thoſe 


Ay -rlos 
trfy new, 
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Chriſt's Commiſſim-Officer + 
thoſe orderly contexturesot truth, which 
have received the allowance and con- 
{ent buih ot reachers and Ch: iſtians, to 
ſtand as- maximes of unqu«ſtionable 
truths ? Belides how ſhall he rightly di- 
vide the word of truth elie, 2 Tim. 2.15, 
or reconcilethe Scriptures which tecm- 


Ingly diff-r, it he hath no acquaintance 


wi. h Logick, Rhetorick, or G:ammar? 
Again, how ſhall he reveal the ſenſe of 
Sc: ipcures entirely, and caulethe people 


to underſtand the zeading ? Nehems. 8, 


ver. 7,8. Eſpecially, ſince there ate fo 


DEzek.rs Many riddles (7) and dark ſayings ( m) 


in them, and all expolitions of, and ob- 


m)Pl.78.2. fervations from them, are to bear ſuch 


exact accord to, and to be «examined by 
the original), which the Holy Ghoſt in- 
ſpired. Nay, or how ſhall he ſo much as 
read the Scriptures intelligently with ut 
ſome hamane teachings and learning ? 
Deliver chis Bible to one that is nor at 
all learned, {aying,read this | pray you, 
and muſt he not tay I cannot, for 1 am 
notlearned ! Iſa. 29. 12, Had wee to 
do with no more then Paul's Epiſtles 3 
how many things muſt be acknowledged 
in them,both hard ro be underiood, and 


hard | 


| 


2 


An Ordination- Sermon. 

hard to be utterred ? ( ») But what do 
the unlearned and uintftable? Ler Peter 
tel] you - They wreſt chem,as they doalto 
the otherScriptures, wnto therr own deſtr u« 
(10a, 2 Pet.3.16.”Tis in vain to cell me 
thac Jeſus Chriſt was not learned. For 
doth not he himſelf afſuce me otherwile? 
1he Lord God hath given me the tongue of 
the learned, and op:ned mine ear to hear as 
the learned, Iſa. 50, 4. And do nor his 
auditors aſſure me the (ame t50> Mat. 
I 3. 54455+ Joh.7.15. Say you the Apo= 
{tles were not learned? and as for the 
Prophets how illiterate were they { Buc 
firs, do the Scriptures ſay the ſame like- 
wile?fadeed,was 2: ſes ſuch im onewho 
was learned in all the wiſedum of che 
Egyptians? Ac. 7 22.or was Dazielzro 
whom Goud had given «kill in all learn= 
nipg and wiledom ? Das. 1. 17, Ot was 
Paul chat was brought up at the feet of 
Gamaltel, Att. 23. 5, and was fo emi- 
nently verſed boih in humane learning 
( o) ard divine, that Feſt thinks much 


learning had made hm even mad ? Att26-,\Tir. Re 
24, Again, were Samuel, Eltjah,or E!!ha gg 17.28 


ſo unlearned, who had 1o many pupills, 


and bred up ſo many ſcholars, which 
GG Were 


+ 


: 
i 
| 
j 
i 


| 
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 Cheiſfs Commiſſion-Officer : 
were Calied ſons of the Prophets, at Nai- 
#th, Bethel, Jericho, and Gilgall, which 
were in his reipet little other than 


Univerſities and Schools of learning ? 


2 Sams 19,19, 20. 2 Kings 2.2 35,12. 
and 4 38. as weread of a Colledge at 
Jeruſalem likewiſe, 2 Chron, 34. 22. and 
2 Kings 22,14. True it is, that grace cal- 
led many ſuch to be Prophets and Apo- 
files, who were unlearned: bur then the 
ſame grace which called, did by .and by 
quality cthewith learninggthat they were, 
as Micah taith of himſeit, full of power by 
the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and 
of might, Micah 3, $. It they had not 


learning by outward education,they had 


learning by inwaid inſpi:ation , 
2''d ſp-Kr as they were moyed by the 
Holy Gh- ſt, 2 Per. 1-21, It they had not 
acquire learn ng, 7. e, by their oun ftu- 
dies, they had ( wuoich is better ) infuſed 
learniny Þ- the Spirit of grace, The 
Spirit did til} make an extraordinary 
{upply of learning from himfelt, unto 
{ach as were allowed of him in the Mini- 
{ y, that were without an ordinary tup- 
pi» rhe of by Schools of learning. To 
one Was glyen ſaith Pan!, by the Spirir 


che |" 


an tus © <4 
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knowledgby the ſame Sprrit,to another prophe - 
fiezto another diſcerning of ſpirits,o another 


pretation of tor:gnes;all which were wrought 

bythe ſelf-ſame Spirit,x Cor. 128,10.,11, 
2. Sets, Do mot adventare upon pablick. 
authoritative reaching th the Church with- 
orrt 4 commiſſion, If you expe the aſl! - 
ſtance, acceptance, allowance, and ap- 
probation of (Zhriſt; Oh! do not ad- 
venture upon jt, without authority firſt 
given you of Ctv:ift. lt atteQation, jt a- 
varice, if ambicion, or whatever elſe it 
be, ſhall be putting youon ; ler the aw 
of this truth ot God, & your accounta- 
bleneſs co the God of cruth prepoderate 
& {tayyouback;as ever you Woulganiwer 
it co Chritft, rohis Church, or to your 
own Conſciences another day Sirs, 
the time is coming, when al V zurds 
ſhall bee pluck'd off, and wha: were 
your aims by, what your abilicies 
for, and why you declined 2uthor'zi:g 
to the Miniſtry ſhall bee produced in 
open Court, and conſcience ſhall bee 
put ta It ( will you nill you) to an- 
frrerſuch interrogato: ies as theſe ar*: 
G 2 Who 


the word of wiſcdom, io another the word of 


diverſe kinds of tor gues,to another the wnter- 


» T _y a 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 

Who med: yon a teacher in Iſrae)? 
who required this at your hands? who 
gave you this authority ? &c. And lirs, 
wil nut this bee a {ad ind:&tment from 
the Loid in that day? I did nor ſend 
theſe Prophets, cheſc preachers, yet they 
ran; I have not ſpuken to them yet 
they propheiied, Well 3 is it fo, that 
{uch tcachers mufthavea comm.thon as 
well as qualifications from our Lord 
J {us Chriit? Oh! chat ſuch among us, 

who e<xercife the Miniſtrv, enjoy the 
maintena-.ce,and expeCt the reverence of 

Miniſte:s, yer never <ntrred by the door 

of Ordination uponthe diſcharg- of this 

Office, but have climbed up ſume ocher 

way, would ſeriouſly lay it to heart! 

What ? is the Miniſtry an Office? and 

the external committing of the Miniftry 

unto men God's Ordinance ? how is it 

then, thar iuch do ( that I fay notthat 

{uch da e) ordinarily exerciſe the Minl- 

ſtry, as to the preaching part, who never 

were, and perhaps never will be. who ne- 

ver did dc}ign, nor do now defire to be 

ſolemnly tec apart to the Miniftry 

Coni:der I pray you theſe two things. 

I. That to do the proper work of a 

Miniſter 


Smm_y_s bak. fo. 


pay gaſh 


ſnd 6 


'D = RR AQ mayo .,, = = - 6 4 


, Q_ < 


Tl 


i 3 SR T9 pe I 6 


7 © - 


An Ordimnation-Sermy, 


Miniſter or Officer of God cannot bee 
ſate. 2. To do the preaching work of a 
Minifter cannot bur be fintull. 

N. 1. To do the proper work of a 
Miniſter or Officer of God cannot bee 
ſafe,wichour his ordination or appoint- 
ment thereuato. Men may pale it by, 
it is true, bur God will not put it up un- 
punithed. The holieſt pretexts of Korah 
and his complices will not help them, if 
they ſeek the P:ieſthood. Numb. 16.3. 
10, 31+ 32, 33. Goudis fo far from bear- 
ing withicin common men,that hewould 
at no hand take ir fr: mihe chieteft ma- 
offtrate - witneſſ2 S2nls lofſe of the 
Kingdome for ir, though burdened then 
with ſo greac ſtraits 1 $92. 13 Sto 15 & 
Uzziahs leaproſie to the diy of his 
death for it, though ( before chis ) hee 
hau been blefſed with fo great ſucceſſe, 
2 Chron.26,16 to 22. And now beloved > 
1snot ordinary authoricative teaching 
in the Church the proper work of a Mi. 
nitterofChrilſt? Yea;whart is,it chisbenot? 
Waereforeor whereuntois aMinifer Cr- 
dained elſe, it nor to be a Preacher and 
Teacher of the Church in faith and ve- 
rity? 1 Tim. 2.7. Wherefore worthy of 


G2 double 
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Chrift”'s Commiſſio#-Offecer : 
double honour elſe,it not tor labouring 
in che word &do@rine,which eminently 
beipeaketh preaching'? 1 Trm. 5. 17« 
Whereiore is the Goſpell and this Office 
commicrted to him elle, it not for mani. 
{cltir;g the word through preaching? 7, 
1. 3. yea indeed, nor io much to b-prize 
as tO preach-1 Cor. 1.27. Belovedgthere- 
fore *tis we areallowedot God ro be put 
in truſt with rheGoſpel, 1 Theſ,2, 4.1he! = 
toge are we appointed of Goa to this 
eruft in the Goſpel; 2 Tims. 1. 11. there- 

tore and thereunto it is that weare fo 
adjured and called upon God in the 
Goſpell. 1 charge thee : before God an1 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg the 
quick and thedead ar his appearing,and 
his kingdom;preach the word,be inſtant 
inſca{o,outofieato,&c 27im.4 1.2.4Sirt, 
© is there any proper att of a Goſpel-Mi- 
© nitter ? It there be not, why do you not 
© plainly tcll us, there js no ſuch Officer 
5 left us ? It there be, may not preaching 
* put 1n as fair and full, yea a tairer ard 
© filler claim than any > Say you, the 
© adminiſtration of the Sacraments is a! 
* proper act ct this Ojit-er e Be ir 10 

* but coniider I beſeech you, whether 
* preaching my nv; pur in tor the pre- 

* &:dence 


An. Ordination-Sermnny. 
© cedence thereunto ? Are Goſpell-M i- 
© nifters more eminently,or more expreſ- 
CIy iaid, cither to be commiſſiuned co be 
© Minitters, for thac a& then tor this 2? 
© 1 Cor, 1,17+1Ti9.247.0r more commens 
© dedi n their minitizy by that a, than 
© by this? 2 Tim, 2+ 15- Or more tobee 
© counted of with retpett ro their mini- 
© ftry, for that at,than fur this? 1 Tr. 
© 5.17.1 Theſ. 5,12, 23,0r are wemore 
© often, or more openiy circuin-ſcribed, 
© or defcribed, as the Miniſters of the 
© Lord by that,than by this ?ibid & Heb. 
©13. 7, Or are wee more concerned, 
6and commanded, and charged to at- 
*tend upon that a& of our Miniſtery , 
"than this ? Rom. 12.7, 3. 1 Tim. 4+ 13, 
© 14, 15, 16, Sure Iam, though I ex- 
© clude not the adminiſtration of the 
© Sacraments from being a proper at of 
© an Office- Miniſter, ard one of thoſe 
© purpuſzs and ayms,why God will have 
©men put into the Minittry ; yet prea- 
©ching the Goſpel] is with more abun- 
© dant. frequency expreſſed among the 
© acts of Viniftere, and with mote at un» 
© dant fulneſs evinced to be che aym of 
*God by the Miniſtry, If you have bur 0- 
| *rerly read the Serjptures,yet you cannot 
| Cf * but 
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Chriſt”s Commiſſion- Officer : 

© but obſerve this. With what conſo- 
© nancy therefore go found reaſon or 
© Ecripture-revelation the adminiſtrati- 
© on of Sacraments ſhall be received to 
© bee the Poper att of a Miniſter of 
© Chriſt - and authoritative teaching re- 
E rejected mean-while, judge ye? And 
if it be (as it is proved to be ) the pro- 
per a ot a Miniiter thus to preach au- 
thoritatively z what an adventure you 
run, what an attempt you ruth upon,Oh 
thac you may attend in time, who Or- 
dinaiily diſcharg this para of our Office 

without Ordination thereuntos 
N. 2. Tods the preaching work of atMi- 
»niſter ordinarily, without Ordination cans 
ot but be ſinfall, What though we yeeld 
that there may be an efſay without it 
f -r tryal of qualifications ? wil it there- 
forebe anexcule for ſuch who make it 
2a trade or courſe? or becauſe the ſons 
of the Prophets may be callcd thereunta 
occalionally ? will it therefore be a co- 
vert for him who 1s <xerciſed therein or- 
dinarily?Can you {> forget the prohibi- 
tions,precepts,precedents and pregnant 
charat«r:&titles of preachers mention«d 
imerly *isit nat ſinful for an unvfhced 
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An Ordination-Sermon. 
perſon to baptize? Conſult elſe the di- 
ſputes between Papiſts and Proteitancs 
about midwives baptiſme. And can that 
be {infull for you, yet preaching finleſſe? 
When both theſe are preſcribed in the 
ſame commiſſion,and preaching hath the 
precedence; not onely in the order of 
words there, ſat, 28. 19, but in re- 
gard 0 worth and eminency el{e-where, 


[as the more notable end, and nobler cr- 


rand why we were ſent forth not to bap* 
ze, as our Apoſtleſaith , but to preach 
the Goſpel, 1 Cor.1. 17. i.e, not fo much 
to that as tothis. Bur more particular- 
ly ſee I beſeech you, whetherthis ſin tends 
to theſe three things atleaſt, 

1. To the vacating of this Goſpel- Officer, 
as to this aftatleaſt, )f preaching. For 
if this bee a common operarion, what. 
needs a peculiar officer for ic ? It it may 
bee, nay muſt bee ( for ſo far ſome carry 
It )ithe work of every other man, to la» 


| bour for abilities to preach, and to lay 


them cutin preaching; what necd we 
as to this purpoſe of an officee Miniſter ? 
Is there a {peciall ojhcer for the common 
work of every particular memberin the 


| body civi', military, or naturall 2 If nor 


there 


SH 
O 


DCLs Fo 


C hriﬆt's Commiſſion- Officer : 

there, why hece ] pray you? Well : muſt 
we have none to teach authoritatively 
and by ofhice in rhe Churches 2 you can- 
nut | luppole uaut ow, the light of (6 
many Scriptures, .s yea have ſeen and 
heard to ſpeak che cuntrary , Mutt we? 
how then ( beloved) can authoritative 
reaching be every ones imployment ? We 
have no 1peciall organ in the body for 
feeling, that is the common work of e- 
very member, but we have for fght, for 
imell, tafte, and hearing, * What Itis 
© with others I know nct, but a thing of 
© ſad remark and refentment ic 1s with 
© me ; that ſo many of thaſe, who at firft 
© have contendcd for no more than that 
© unothced men may preach , have at 
< Icngth caſt off the oftice of preachers, 
©and therewith caſt ou: all the Ord. 
*narces and Churches of cur deareſt 
* Tejus, 

2, Tothe viola: 170 of Geſpel - order. For 
what is mvrc openly delivered here,than 
thateve;y on: do his own buline(s, ftu- 
dying to bee quiet, I Theſ. 4,11. That 
25 the Lordhigh cailed every one, fo hee 
walk and abide in the ſame calling 
wherein he was called, 1 Cor, 7. 17, 20. 

That 
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An Ordination-Sermos. 
That no one think more highly of himſelf 
than he ought tothink,, but ſoberly,according 
#4 God Dath dealt to cvery man the meaſure 
of faith, Rom. 12. 3- And that every 
member keep to his own place in the bo- 
dy 5 God having ſet the members 1# the bo= 
dy every one of them, as it hath pleaſed him, 
1 Cor. 12, 18, &c. 
| 3» To nuſurpation upon the Goſpel-Char« 
ches. For who reads not, that they have 
rule over yCu, and muſt bee ſo remem- 
bred, who have ſpoken to you the Word 
of the Lord ? Heb. 13. 7. That ſuch as 
ate to admonith you trom the Lord, have 
authority,and are over you in the Lord? 
1 Theſ, 5. 12. and muſt be eſteemed very 
highly in love by you for their work 
lake, ver. 13. If gifted brethren are to 
labour in che Word and dofrine, to 
preach or teach authoritatively in tne 
Churches ; the Churches muſt then per- 
form them reverence.1 Tizz. 5, 17. Yi*5 
Y pay them maintenance;for whar bach 
(20d more clcerly ordained, than that 
they who preach the Goſpel, ſhou'd 
live of the Goſpel, x Cor. 9. 14. 
and that he that is taught In the Wo:d 
communicate to him chat ceacneih in 
all good things ? Ci, 6, 5. out I for- 
LEAP 
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Chriſt”s Commiſſion- Officer + 
bear avy longer to rud upon this ſoar; 
<rruſting thuruw grace, thac the Lib-r« 
Fcintim produced by this ltherty of pro« 
pheſying (as it is mitnamed ) will at 
© length awaken all the yeop'e of God 
© and preachers of the Goipell to a juſt 
eaveria ivn from,& ibhorrenceofit. And 
I no way doubt but ſuch Proph ts at 
length , as run co & tro, preaching the 


dreams & deluitons uf their own hearts, ' 


(h.11 be aibimed every one of his vition 


whict h« hath propeſtcd,neicher ſhal chey 


wear any iong ra rough garment to de- 
*;.0. c2un- Celve.* Bur he thall tay,! am no Prophet, 
rerfeir che I am an huzband man : for mantaught 


true Pro mero keep cattell from my ; ouch Zech. 
phets, who 

mon , 
fac who take your ſelvs to be aptand able, 
garments. inwardly called and competently qua- 
2 King-1.® ]'fied tot ach others In the Church, why 


_ aq **ſhould not this Office be commitrced to 
a". 3- 4+ Y , Q C 
rely. you, Chat you may with peace to you, 


cheaſoavp+ with prone to others, and without pro- | 


oathe place voc-ticn to Gud authoritatively teach 
others ? Yea, and Jer me intreat and in- 
gage you by our Loid Jelus; as ever 
you would have his pretence with you, 


his proteCtion and gracious providence | 


UVcce 


13.4.5 As for you brethten and beloved | 


fo —_—_— 


——_ 


An Ordination- Sermon. 

over ycU,his power aiding,and his grace 
profptiing yuu ; do not exerciſe the Mi- 
nittry orcinarily, wihcnt or before e1- 
trance (thereinto by Ordination, Oh! 
be nu fo Qverſe ro Chrifts honour, the 
Chu-ches happ:nefſe, & your own com- 
fort | tut if, Gu are indeed qualified for 
the M:oifiry, ice thatyou have the Mi- 
niltiry cmmitted to you. Sirs, wy 
ſhould yuur pioving for the Miniſtery 
teem ſo dieaiitul] 7 or putting into the 
Miniſtery ſeem no more defirable ro you 
who profeſſe, thac this une a of the 
Miniſtry is to delicious and dear unto 
yuu ? If your aims ate right and abili- 
tices reall, why there ſnould be ſuch an a- 


| verſation trum tryal, ] know not. Sure 


I am,youſtun'd befirft provedgand then, 
and not i1'] cm uſe the Office of a Bi- 
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ſhop, being tou'-d blameleife * If you are qc 


not averie f:om,nor affraid of triall.ac- 
quit your felvs, and acquaint ns where 


| Your eXCepti: 'N' lye, and pur OL {ich 2 


ſtunibling block 'n your brei brens way. 
Why there ſhou'!d be fo much loath- 


nefle or ave: in«lle to O:dination, if 


there be ſo much love of, ard abili- 
ty for 'he vifice, as is pretended, F muſt 
piotcis I ice 1397. O8i-2. 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer-: 

Objett. Do you tell mee, the Apoſtle 
ſaith, ye may all prophelie one by one? 
1 Cor. 14:31, Anſw. True ; all ye that 
are Prophets, of whom he is now ſpeak- 
ing, 29, 32, verſes , He faith not all ye 
people. * One whole ſex are prohibited, 
© 34, 35, verſes, and for the'other, what 
© jets than this {peaks he? Are all Pro- 
© phers? Tx Cor. 12. 29-1, e. all are not, 
© Wheredoth rhe Scriprure tell you of 


< unofficed Prophets >? men that never 


* were, NoT never will be put into office, 
*yet ordinaril; did and might perform 
© this act of otiice ? Seeyru not how di- 
© itinEtehe mention is of the Prophet and 
© righteons man? Afat, 10.42.and how 
*trequiently the Prophet is delivered in 


* upon ihe Caralogue of Charch-Ofi- 


© cers,*ven in this tame Epiltle? x Cor. 12: 
Cc 28. Eph. 4. 11,%&c, 

Obiect E!i1d and AMedad ( (ay you ) 
ao propheſie 7: te (1mm. Numb. 11, "x © 


Avlw, irat; nd wie would not hive 


wiihed with J7oſes in the ſame cate? 
would God all ine Lord's people were 
F:opnets ! Bui, Lo when was ic ? not til 
the Lord rock cit the Spirit that was 
upon A7e{er,and ic reſted upon them, ver, 

26. 


1 
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An Ordination-Sermon, 
26. * And who were they ? Of them 
{chat were wiitten,bur went not out un- 
(tothe Tavernacie, ver. 26.7. 6, of the 
Seventy Elders { officeis oft Tirae] ) 
whom Gud commands Afo!cs ro bring 
Thicher,and covenants to rutupon them 
of his Spirit, vc:, 16, 17, 18 
ObjeF. tur we are @! Pricfts unto 
God, Rev, i. 6, Aafſw. Tiuc; but not 
all Prog.nets, 1 Cor. 12. 29+. The ſame 
Chit who hatch made us Prieſts hath 
made us Kings too, a royall Prieſt-hovud, 
1 Pet. 2. 9. We ate neither properly, bur 
in a figurative ſenſe onely. © Will nor 
© this veſt ys with a clvill authority to 
mult and puniſh ? how will that thep, 
'to Miniſter publickly or preach ? 
Objett. But weall ought to be teach 
ers of .thers 2 Heb. 5,192. Anſa. True, 
even Women arenot (xempted, but en- 
joyn'd Titus 2. 3. 4+ Yet not in the 
Churctes, how eminently ſocver giited, 
1Cor. 11 34,35 Privately and chartta- 
tively ail may, all mitt, a- | have laid ; 
Oh ler your tamilicz, tciends, and with 
whom ye walk .n {cllowliip wicnefle it, 
and let the Word of God divel] richly in 


you to this purpulc, Co 3. 36. But 
OUugns 


96 Chrift's Commiſſion Officer : 
ought therefore all ro teach publickly| 
and authoricatively likewiſe ? Nay, here g 
our Apoſtle : Areall teachers, 1 Cor. 12.| | 
ver. 29 +4. e, all are nor, all ought nor, | ec, 
I Cor. 12.29, © Shew us | pray you, vhere | c, 
© any gifted brother may aſſume autho: | « « 
© rity to himſelf ? or where he is allow* | e, 
© ec of our Saviour, az in his name and | « 
© ſtead, to teach publickly in the afſem- | « x 
© blies of his ſervants? and where atten* | c q 
©cion is due tohim in ſodoing by come | c p 
* mandmert from the Lord? Hath Chriſt | c ,, 
©ever laid roſuch as he hath to his office- | 
* Miniſters? He that heareth you heareth | [,, 
* 2me,and he that deſpifeth you deſpijeth me, | | + 
© &e. Lak. 10.16. | er 
Objeft. But we muſt ſpeak often one | _,, 
to another, rebuke, conſider, comio:', | « (4 
edifie, and exhort one another ; not on- |[e.. 
ly our families, but eſpecially choſe with | cp 
whom wee walk in fellowſhip. Azſw. |c,, 
Triz; do it and ipare not. N9 good cif) 
*Mal.2.15 An Or Miniſter darſt difſwade or dit-|c ,- 
Levir.1g. courageic. Nay, this wee do commind |e gy 
179. andchaige you by the Lord. * Bur what | gg, 
Heb.1c.24 j« ri 10 warrant your publick preach-|,p, 
25. ing in 'he Churches of Chriſt ? Is there |, 1 


. _—_ ao ditfercnce between that and private (in 
"RY Chciki- 


An Ordination- Sermon. 9 
Ghriſtian-converſe & conferences,which 
row out of charity and the communion 
of Saints? ©* Do you, will you fay, but 
© chat women among you as wel as men 
are Intended by the Apoſtle in thoſe 
© Scriptures , whereto you allude?. yet 
© who ſceth not that women muſt keep 
© filence in che Churches ? i Cor. 14434. 
© Pray ſhew us from Scripture, where 
© men out of office ate <njoined ro ſuch 
| © publick teaching, or fo ro teach, from 
| * which women are precluded ? 
| - Objeft. Say you as every man hath 
| received the gitt, even ſo ſhould wee mi- 
| niſter the ſame one to another, as good 
| 


ſtewards of the manitold grace of God ? 
| Anſw. True; © But your felves wil not 
|©* ay (I chink) that women are excluded 
* trom what this eexr enjoyneth. Accept 
|* chis command then in ir's greateſt lati- 
|*rade, it can imporc no more than this, 
Gif you allow (whatT am ſure you muf?; 
| and believe you do )in it's full accord 
|* with other Scriptores, that wee mini- 
| ſter the gift we have received one to ano« 
'|ther,ev:ry one in his own orb, in his 
| order ; Publick Miniſters of the Church, 
'|(in which be inftanceth ver 11.) in a 
: H rublick 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
publick and authori.ative way, private 
members vt che Church in a private and 
charitative way, as did Aqui/aand Preſ- 
cilla, citt, 18.26, * And beyond doubt, 
5 choſe woauen that labourcd with Pax! 
$nthe Gotpel, Phzl, 4. 3. tor he lutferd 
© nota Woman co teach in the Church, 
© x Tim, 2.12. And truly otherwiſe, up- 
© on che ſameground chat yu infer trom 


© this te xt,that every one wi:o hath gitts 
© for publicz preaching mull miniſter che. 


£ jame pubtickly? upon the ſame ground 
© wich <qual. cighc and realm may ano- 


© cher inzer, thc (his gifted perſon muſt: 


© preach publickly, whether the Church 
© approves him giticd and in{ulgerh him 
©chis liberty or not : ( and inde. d where 
© chat call and compr bation of the 
© Church haih any foor-ſt-ps in Scrip- 
© ture# which ſome ſpeak of, e're ſuch 


© (hall exerciie his gifte, | ſee nt) and” 


* again, that every man who hath recei- 


© vedgitts or abilities to adminiſter the 
© Sacraments,or to abſoly from cenſures, 
© may and muſt mini”er the ſame to o- | 
©chers, which you du not, dare not | 
* grangnor ind-edimay without deſtroy= 


©ing the order oi the Churches,deſpiling 
| che 


An Ordination-Sermon, 

' the Ordinances of Chriit, and denying 
* che neceſſity of Minifters by office. And 
5 I pray coniider, whether more eminent 
b abilities be needtull for the ordinary 
| © miniſt; ation of Sactamenty, chan for 
6 preaching ? and whicther you are more 

*evidencly excluded by this text, or by 
any cther from ordinary miniftrativn 
© of Sacraments thay of ſermons? Bur if 
* you limit this command, according to 
© the liberty which the words afford 

* you, it ſpeaks for us, and againſt you- 

*For what are ſt:wards, but men in of- 
fce? andin what other notion, is it 
* everuſed in Scripcure, or where? And 
"thus it wil be no more, than this,in che 
({enſeof ic: That as every man. hath 
©received the office ( which is by gifc 
' frequently underſtood in Scripture, 
' Roms. 12. 6,7. Eph, 4. 8. cup 11.) fo he 
(miniſter, viz,. according to his truſt and 
* office 5 which isilluſtraced particalar- 
'ly,v.1t-wherein he diſtinguithech cheſe 
' offi:ers or ſtewards, into two /pecies 
' or ranks,viz,ſuch as are to ſpeak from 
© Chriſt, and ſuch as are co ſerve in his 
(Church ; ſuch as are to be the mouth 
of God, authoricartively co guide them; 
H 2 An* 
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Chrift's C ommiſſion- Officer : 


© andſuch as areto miniſter,as of the a« 


< bility which God hach given, 5. e, Bi- | 
© ſhops or Presbyters, and Deacon az he | 


6 t:equently elſewhere makerh the d:ſfici- 
* bution, Phil. 1.1 Tim, x. 3. &c. Theſe 
*he d.ſcribeth by the moſt eminent as 


© of cheir office, and dire&eth how chey 


C ſhall diſchargethem, 
Objeit, Why ? they that were ſcat- 
tered abroad went every where preach- 


Sug the Word 2 Af;8.4+ Trur, but who | 


were thy ? If yuu ſar men our of of- : 


fice, let uz hear your proof, the onely | 


particulai min therewith mentioned is 
Ph:lip, ver. 5, who was c*e this ordain- 
ed, Chap-6.5, 6, and wasan Evangeliſt 
Chap. 21.8 Agiin, whendid they it? 


o 
| 


| 


when the Church was all ſcartered a- . 


broad, which was at Jeruſalem, verſe 1. 


Aud is there no difference b tween prea- 
ching und: r the ſcattering of the Chur- 


ches, and during their fertlement?> | 


© though | think that the univerfal rem 
<[ all ver 1.do:h rather interdall the 
© M nitters of that Church,except the A- 
© poſtles,than all the members. For why, 


© or where (hculd che Apoſtles have ſtay- 


*ed, if all theſe had been ſcattered 
adroad ? 


| 
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E abroad? Orhow could Sax/ have bren 


| © haling men and woment » priſons,v.3+ 
© which is another probabilicy that 
© they were onely men in office, who 
e went this preaching te and tro, to 
© which you may add the pregnancy of 
© the expreſſion,which Luk, mak=th uſe of 
6 verſe q wayytitouere: 707 aiy0y , which 
© chis Evangeliſt hach lo often and onely 
| © uſed of preachers by office, Ati.5,4.and 
| ©8.12,and 10,36. Luk. $. 1. and 9. 6. 
' ©and 20, 1- as thc late learned laborious 


| © and pious Aſſemblie do animadvert. * *e their 
Objeft. But we find Apo/los teaching anſwer ro 


| 
| © the way of the Loid diligently, «ven in __ 


| the Synagogue ? A. 18. 25. True, bu 


Gerſe 24. bur is expreſ]y mentioned to be 
© one of the Miniſters by whom the Co- 
| © renthians believed, 1 Cor. 3.5, 6. andin 

© that regard he is owned by Paul, as his 

© brother Apollos 1 Cor.16-12.and ranked 
| © with him & Petg: 1 Cor. 1.12.Say you he 
© was not put into office when he preach+ 
ted at Epheſws, AtF.18.but how proveyou 


| © jt? Surely rhe mention of his knowledg 


H 3 onely 


| < ſtil making havock of the Churchther:, 


brech 
| © who was Apollos? not onely an cle- wg 


| © quent man,& mighty in the Scriptures, g2. 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 

© only of Joh#'s baptiſm, 7,e, his doQrine 
© ard Miniſtry,ver 25. will be too {lender | 
© a proot thereof; eſpecially it you confl- | 


<der the other charaerstherewith given | c 


© him, and the contratted knowledge of 
©che Diſciples of Jeſus, ſome time after 
© their firſt ſending torth, and that Fohs | 
* had his Diſciples, as well as had Jetus 


© hjs. But further ſuppoſe we ie: yet what | 


© can be more inferred, than we readil 
© grant? viz.that that one who ourpoſerh 
© theMiniſtcy,and is preparatorilyquali- 
* fied for it,may give proof of his qualifi. 
cations by preaching ſome ſermons &ce 
© his putting into office; into which ir is | 
F manifeſt that Apollos was if not already 
© put,yet not long after this at Cori»rh,to 

* which he paſſed trom Epheſus ver,*26. 


" enmsGhe Objeft. Doth not Fehoſophat ſend his 


19. Je 


© princes toteach in : he Cities of Judah? 
* 2 Chron.y7,7- and wich them the Priefis 
* and Levites v'8,and they taught in 7#- 
© dah,v.9, True; So that there is never an 
<;nfent teacher-Amemorable and imita- 
*b epreceds.(no doubr)'ar ſupreme go- | 
© vernours:th3t the teachings of th:Law 
if of the Land and of the Law of the Lord 

©q4- go together, the Magiſtrates teach- 

| ing 


_ — 
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Ging that,and taking care for,and giving 
© countenance to the Miniſters: teaching 
| Chis,Bur behold,it is ſo done,3s the mac- 
| ©rergs of the Lord and the maccers of the 
| © Kin , arediftinaly ordered by diſtin& 
© othcers,2s the ſame 7ehoſophar appoints 
| *Chap 19.11 Sothat it no where appear- 
| © <th thac che lecular Loids and Princes 
| *did teach ihe ſame maiter?, andinthe 
| ame mIner,as did the Prieit: & Levites. 
© Obiebt. Say any yet amongſt us? Sir, 

© we have been provid and approved by 

© (he Miniſters of Jeſt.Som ot us formers 

6 [y,under the power of the Committees; 

| ſome now belivehe preſent Comiſſion- 
| ters which are intrufted withihe induckis 
© of Minifteis. Why ſhould you preſs us to 

E ordination, who can alrea-ty offer fo 

© faic and fulla plea for the offi.e ? Ar. 

| ©Beic fo, as you have faidin the former 
| © part; (though how many have crept in 
| Eat another door without either probaz 
© :jon or approbatis, I am loth-to ſpeak) 
<Surely,as 1 cannot but comend fo much 

© care on the part of the civid Magiſtrate, 

© ere he inveſts men with thecivil right of 

© enjoying the maintenance,or inducterh 
*them to the excreite of the Miniſtry 

H 4 in 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer ; 
© in ſuch a particulat pariſh ; yet this co- 
F vering I muſt tell you, will be too nar- 
© row for you,who expe the doubleho- 
f nourand cxecute the office of the Mini. 
f {ters of Chriſt. How ſtritly you were 
*proved, your ſelves beſt knowzbuc that 
© you were not ſolemnly approved,with 
* prayer,faſting,and impolition of hands, 
*who knoweth not ? It your ſelves will 
© but ask your approvers now,or hereto+ 
© fore, you will eahkily receive chis ready 
© anſwer : That they did not put youin- 
© cothe office of Miniſters; ( ſuch kind 
© of ordinations having no patrons (that 
* Iknow) among men, nor pretexts for 
fit from God,nor ſcarce any conliſtence 
*with any principles amongſt us what- 
© ſoever ) But what they did was to per- 
© mit and approve you,ſo far as concern- 
©ed them, as delegated from the civill 
* Mapiſtrate, ro the exerciſe and enjoy- 
© ments of the Miniſtry in ſuch a place. 
* Formerly none might be approved, bac 
{uch as were a)ready office=Miniſters ; 
© at preſent none bur ſuch as are ( ifnor 

* aftually made Miniſters, yet) apt and 

able for the Miniitcy; the aCtuall 

* inveliicuzre of men with which 


t Office 
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____ An Ordination-Sermon: 
© Office is not their preſent buiſneſle. 
© And though whether this inyeſtiture 
© bein the power of the Presbytery,or of 
| *che people, may not beſo well accoc- 
©ded: Yet that there is ſomething elſe, 
| * chan che preſent approbation, for ma- 
 ©king cne an Office-Miniſter, is on all 
| hands between thoſe of the presbyrteri- 
| © an and Congregational perſwafiuns 
' Eafſented to, 
Sirs, may any or all this weigh with 
you ? Or will you yet retain yoar pre- 3% 
judices ? Let me onely mind you of that k #4 
of the Apoſtle - That no man think of 14 
himſelf, more highly then he ought to 
think; Roz. 12, 3- and renew my for- 
mer motion once more to you, and 11 
paſſeto the next uſe. Sirs, are you 
oifted in earneſt for the Miniſtry ? 
and haye you nor gilded over your prea- 
ching out of Office, with prerexts oaly? 
Oh! com, come, try your qualificati- : 
ons, and cake up a commillion, and ſee .Y I 
whecher wee] not give you the righe "W 
hand of fellowſhip. | j 
Uſe 3. Ot hearty Counſel], wherein [ Ii 
muſt and (hall be very contiat, being f 
ſenſivleboth of your work,and my own | 
weak- f 
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Chrift”s Commiſſion Officer : 
weakneſs, It ſhalive 4, To you unto 


CCI'S. 


Set, r. To you unto whom this Of. 


face already 1s, Or (hal be (his day COme 
mirted, Is it fo &c. This calleth up n 


| 


whom this office is oc (hall be this day | 
committed. 2, To you over whom 
Goud hath or thail cummic ſuch offi- | 


you codo the whute Otfic that is com- 
m cred to you ot Gad.and ioto demean 


your fc]v-$ as thule chat have this holy 
Office commeet d to you of Gud. 1.<To 
©d + the whole Office that is commitced 
*co you, Make full prout of your M.ni- 
*ſtry. 2 719 4.5 '[is(latmerell you) 
Cot . valt c n-pais; dudrinall, dilci- 
*plinary,publick,privace, in ſeaſun and 
© out uf {caſon, &c- and of a vaſt conie- 
© quence ;: el:eich:d never been fo affe- 
* ionately perſwaded by Chriſt, and fo 


*awfully preſſed by kis Apoſtle, or fo | 


© frequently by both. Fob. 21- 15, 16.17. 
© 1 Tim: 5-21 ch 6-13-14. 2 Tim-4, I, ad 
6. A* ever we would heve peace. in our 
© own boſomes, or be puie from others 
© blogd, Jet us wich-hold nothing trom 
© our people, that is protitable tor them 
fto know, and proper for us to com- 
$ municate» 


An Ordination-Sermon. 
© mnnicate. This will be thcic crown, 
© and our comtort. Acts 20. 20, 27, 28. 


© If we would not be counted men tur, 
© of half-hearts,or would not be c: nten» 
© ced with an balt-holinc{c in our peo- 


© ple, or with an balt-heaven tor our 
© own perſons, Ter us do, 1 pray you,our 
* whole work. It cannot be conceakd 
©*that wee have in theſe times a great 
© many halt-Chrittiars, * halfe proteſ 
© ſors and ir muſt be confeiled, that we 
© have bur too many half-minifie:s, or 
© half-paſtours, as to the «cxccution of 
© their Office. And ſurely,to me it ſeems 
net much an inferigur tvleciim accor- 
© ding to Scripture, to hear of an halt- 
© Miniſter, as to hear of an ba}f-Chri- 
*ſtian in grace, or an halt. man in na» 
©ture. 2, This calleth upcny ou ſoto de- 
mean your lejves in the work of the Mi- 
niſtry,as thuſethat have the Office com- 
mitted unto you of God. © The man «of 
* God, eſpecially in che matters of God, 
© muſt not be ur behave himſelf, only 
* after the rate of other men. 2 Jim, 2. 
©24.1172. 6 11. Theordinary woiks 
* we perf 1m), thauld leave a relith & fa- 
$ your ctthar facp{ word we preach, & 

of 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 

© of this ipiritual Othce we ate pur into; 
© An Sirs ! what examples, {touid.wee | 
© Paſtours be to our people in ( well- 
* nigh ) every particular! inword, in | 
* converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
© faith, in purity, 1 1im. 4, 12, Ti. 2,7- | 
© 1 Pet.5 3- Hethathath my word, | e | 
© him ipcak my word faichtully, whac is 
© the chatfe t:» che wheat ſaich the Lord, 
E Jer, 23. 28, Andoh that we may ſhew 
©our felves approve1 unco Gud, and 
< workmen that red not to bee aſhamed 
© beforemen ! 2 7im.2, x5- Say you how 
*thuuld we ? x Letusdoour work ccn- 
vincingly ; convincingly both in regard 
of others conſciences,(a)and of our own 
Commiſſion. (þ) Ler us do ic with au- 
thority, like our Saviour,and not as the 
Scribes, Mat. 7. 29- as thoſe that are ful 
of power,andot judgment,and of might, 
by the Spicir of the Lord, £38. That 
when we preach,or pray, or cenſure, or 
comfort,&c. & there cometh in one that 
believeth not,he may be ſo convinced of 
u*, and judged of ur, and the ſecrets of 
his heart made manifeſt ; As that fal- 
ling down on his face, he may worſhip 
God, and report that God is in us of a 
cruth, 
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truth, 1 Cor. 14. 24, 25.2. Let us do our 
| work  cunlcicntivufily and {incerely 
withou: partiality as to man, and with 
| Purpuics to: God. * Fur way elfe is our 
© Commillion? 3 Tims 1.11, 12 whatelſe 
| £3 God 8Cummand ? 2 Tim. 2, 15. OF 
| © whac leſfc wili be cur comfort? 2 Core 
 ©£1, 12, and muſt be our charaQer,2 Cor. 
| £2.17, 1 Benot partial towards men, 
© how (hall we then prove our ſelves be 
© Miniſters and Stewards of Chriſt? 2 Cor. 
© 4 1, 2- who muſt give every one their 
© purtion of meat in due ſeaſon, Luk; 12. 
£ 42, Letus remeniber God's Covenant 
* with Levi,Dent.33 $, 9. and the com- 
©mand he hath lefc with us, 3 7:195.5.21e 
© Andtruly ic is; worth our molt ſerious 
Creflefiors upon our felvs,whether,w hat 
*beLord ſomtime in way cf reproof tuld 
© che Prieſts, doth not now as particulare 
©ly reach us, in the midd*t of ſo many 
© reproches / viz. Therefore have | al:o 
© madeyou conterfrible and baſe before 
© all the people,according as ye have not 
© kept my way3,but have been parti ] in 
© my law,7/al.2.9. Again, 2. Let all our 
© purpoſes center in God. Wee arc in- 
© worthy to bee called hi« Officers, who 
Fare careleſſle of his hunour , and 
UNWOr- 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion- Officer- 
unworthy that hce (huuld havea careof 
ours, 1 Sam. 2.3c« Sirs,lec us not preach 
our ictves, bur jcius the Lord,2 Cor. 4.5, 
As ot lineccity,as of G..d,in the fight 'of 
God,(« let us ſpcak in Chritt. 2Cor.2.17. 
Whac | wou'd w: pleaſe men ? how are 
weth:n ihe ſervants of Chrifſt?Co/ x. 10. 


Az we are allowed of Gcd, to be put in 


Luft with the Goſpel;even 1(o letus ſpeak 
not as pleating men,bu: God,who trieth 
our hearts,1Theſ. 2. 4. 3. Let us do our 
work couragiouſly & ſt; enuouſly, with + 
out detpondency or (hrinking, without 
d:jction or linking. If God's Commil- 
{ton and concurrence will not bear up 
our heart:,and bear us up thorow hard- 
ſhips, I know not what will, A priſoner. 
wi:h theſe attbebar is able to ftaceand 
f:ighta Judgeupon the bench , AG. 24. 
25. * Were we Embaſſadours in bonds, 
* yet we ought to (peak boldly, Ephe. 6, 
© verſe 20. Such is thy perſon we ſuſtain, 
© and the place we ftand in. What ſhou!d 
© baulk or brow-beat us, who have ſuch 
*an authority to warrant us, and ſuch 
© almightineſle with us, to work a!l our 
© works in uzsand for us? 2 Tim. 1-11,12, 
Were wee private men , Or went _ 
us 


An Or dination-Sermonx. 
© but upon a p: ivate meflage, well might 


© Officers of Uhriſt, and ſuch as hee will 
GOounto the worlas end,nur bounds, nor 
Cbluudgr drach ſhould move us, AF 20. 
K 23, 24z 10d 21. 3 Z A few b Z looks,ur 
6 bitter words, or biting ſcoffs are {orr 

© bug-bea rs to daunt a Conmilina-oft 
Ceerct Je (us; tr» whom 1+ given all pPOWs=- 
ber buth 1a heave:1 and earch, a« he c-!'s 
© us for our encou'agement, at 28. 


©18, 19, 20. Hoy would we have born© Att. 25+ 


© to have lto0d at the bar? . c) orhave 
© fate in the ſtecks ? (4) or have been 


© God, wi h wuch contention x 1heſ 2. 
© 4. and waxed the bulder,by their own 
© and others bonds, Phil, 1. 14. Att. 4. 
29, 4 Let us do our Minifteriall work: 
caretully and dilig.ntly: neither liſt= 
ning crovur own idlenefle,,nor led away 
of other incanglements. Oh the weight 
_ of that one Scrip:ure! worthy to be in- 
graven jn letters of gold, upcn all our 
Study -doors, and to be continually re- 
corded in our hearts, Give attendance 
Co 


Cur heacts m:-dicate teEiru! s, Bat being 


> HF 3s 
24, 25. 
© (courged atthe Whip-ping-poaſt (e )e :Cortss 


with our predeceſiors?yer werethey boid 24+ 
©n our God, to ſpeak the Goſpell of 
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Chrift's Commiſſion Officer : 
co reading,to exhortation,to dodtrine 5 


Negle& noc the giftthat is in thee. which | 


was given thee by prophehie, with the 


laying on of the hands of the Presbytc» | 


ry. Meditate on theſe things , give 


thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy pro- | 
firting may appear 740, to all men, | 
ina!l things. by all means-Take heedun- | 
co thy ſeit & unto your dofrine,continue 


In chem-fer in doing this,thou ſhalt both 
{aye thy ſelt & chem that hear thee. 1 Tim, 


4- 13,14, 15, 16. * Are we Officers? we | 


* muſt wait on vur Office : he that tea- 
© cherh on teaching, and he that exhor- 
*teth on exhortation, Rom. 12: 7.8 
© Whoſoever have time to ſpare for the 
©oys and vanities of the world,we have 
*none, whoſe time is Chriſts and hig 
*Churches,and who are to give our ſelvs 
© wholly to the word. 1 Tim, 4. 15. Oh 
chow paz ng and perplexing would 


© ſuch queſtions as thele be, it Chriſt | 


© ſhould put them unto us. Why ftand 
Cyehere ( perhaps) all the day idle? 
We cannot fay, No man hath hired us. 
© Mat. 20. 6, 7, Or what deft thos here 
© Elijah ? 1 King. 19. 9413, be weelther 
© in the Cave, orinthecroud ; cither 
weary 
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An Ordination-Sermone 
© weary of cur ca]lings, or waſting our 
* time to and tro about Jower concertt= 
© ments? Sirs, arenot we the ſouldiers 
© of Chriſt? No man that warreth in- 
© cangleth himſelf with che affairs of this 
© lite. that he may pleaſe him who hath 
© choſen him to be a ſouldier, 2 7599.2, 4- 
© Wee have Sanftuary work to attend. 
©*T was death tor che Priefis; if they did 
© rot abidein the Sanfuarr, according 
© to their levera]l charges, becauie the a- 
© noincing oyl of the Lord was upon 
© hem : becauſe they were fole.only ap- 
* pointed to this wark and cflice, Levit. 
$10.7.and 21. 11,12, and 8.35. Ic is 
© not reaion that we (hal leave the Word 
© of the Lord, ſay the Apoſtic, and ſerve 
"tables, Af. 6 2 this was in miniſtring 
©;o the b-dily neceſſities of the poor. 
© And ſhall we leave the Word of rhe 
© Lord, and \erve the times ? or beſecu- 
© ring trifles in compariſon of erernicys 
© with the miſcairiage of cur peoples 
©ſou!s ? Oh! let us flir up the gf: of 
© God that is in us! Had weenorhiing to 
© reflect upon, bue the Jaying on ot v- 
*thers hands upon as, this might bee e- 
© nough to cauſe us to return upon; our 

j . bvis 
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114. Ebriſs Commiſſion-Offi cer : 
«£ own hearts often, and to revive and 
© blow up what(ſoeveris of love or zeal in 
© as, tO a vigorous cxecution of our of 
© fice, 2 Tim, 1,6. Are wee Officers of 
© Chriſt, and in his Church? Surely wee 

f2 Tim. q.* bad need ply our bulinefſe hard. Nor 

I,2. can we (likely) be too buſie in our office, 

$ Heb: 13: who have (I am ſure) ihe higheft charge, 

17- . ( f) the heavieſt account, (g) the hardeft 


{on rt (6) and chebonemair, (5) 


Jer.1.18,19 2 Tim. 2: 3, 4s 
S:&. 2. This truta calleth upon you 

over whom God hath ſet or committed, 

or ſhall this day commit ſuch officers. 

This counſellech you how to eſteem of, 

and entertain them in exerciſe of their 

cruſt, and execution of their Minittry. 

Say you how ? As thoſe that are officers 

of the Lord,and as over you in the Lord, 

3 Thef, 5. 12+ As thoſe that are appoint- 

ed ot Gud to watch for your {ouls, and 

muſt give an account, Heb. 13. 17. And 

. therefore how ſhould you ſubmir your 
felves.? and obey them, ſo far as they 

rule ove: you in the Lord? that they may 

. give up their account with joy,and not 

with grief;for that is unproficable for 

- you, as the Apoſtle adds, What though 

{uch 
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| ſuch havebeen,or now ſhall be outward- 
iy appointed by men,yet are they all»w- 
edct Cod to bepur in truſt with the Gol- 
pel,t Theſ.2,4. with A#.13.2,3.Beloved, 
thote who are ordained ot mien accor- 
ding to God's (Ordinance; are yet God's 
Officers,God's Miniſters, Whar elſe doch 
Pail aſſure us of the Elderr, or ordina- 
ry Paſtors and Teachers of the Church 
of Ephejus ? ( which becauſe ordine:y, 
could not be immediately put into ct- 
 fice- ) The Holy Ghoſt made them over- 
{eers, Act. 20. 23. Or whatelſe duth he 
| aftrmot thoſe of the Church at Coloſſe ? 
| In his mention of Epaphras; *tis,our dear 
fellow -ſervanrt, who js tor you a faithful 
Minifter of Chrift, Co/. 1.7. When hee 
minds them thieir duty touching Arctip- 
pus, ( who was it ſeems none of the moſt 
circumſpe& or conſtant Minitter:) *cis 
thus; Say to Arclippms, take hred to rhe 
Miniftry waich thou halt received in the 
Lord, that thou fuitiil ic, Col. 4. 17. 
And what other language hear we con- 
cerning Tychicus ? Col. 4. 7. Tychicits a 
beloved brother and a faithful Miniſter, 
and a fellow-ſeivant in the Lord, Sc 
4 2 tat 
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Chriſt's \.ommiſſuon-Officer : 
far was it from truth,in the pureſt primi- 
eive times ; that they were onely to bce 
accounted the officers and Miniſters of 
the Lord, who were iramediarely pur in- 
co the office by the Lord. Well then; 
let a man 0 account of us as of the Mi- 
nifters of Ciriit,and ſtewards of the my- 
Keries of God, 3 Cor. 4. 1, 1iay ar Mini- 
ſtcis of Chrift, not of the Common=« 
wealth, not of Antichriſt, I know there 
1: a common reproach rotled upon the 
Miniſtry in Engl:za, as if we were no 0+ 
ter than Prieſts of Baa/,limbs of Anti- 
ckrift, Antichriſtian Priefts &c- So much 


. unbridled are the ſpirics and ſpeech of 
* mzny,that would ſeem to bee religious, 


and the: eby ſpeak their religion vain. * 
Put beloved call you thoſe, or can they 
be Antichriitian, who have been ſo evi- 
dently oppoſedby Antichrift,and ſo emi- 
nently owned by Chriſt; ashave been ihe 
zealous and firict Miniſtery in Erg/ard, 
and ſtill are co this day ? Oh! how can 
you more honour, more help up Anti- 
chriſt? or hurl moredirt and diſgrace 
inche face ot Je us Chrift? than by cal- 
!ing thoſe Miniſters Antichriſtian, "Hs 

ave 
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have been and are ſo powerfully able,and 


ſo proſperoullzuſefu.co.break the league 


ot;o many theutards of ſou's with ſin 
and death,anv to brivg them over to the 
reall and read; imbracements, of the 
| ſerviceot God and ite eternal] ? * Chri- 
 ftians, have no: your eyes i<cn, and cars 
theard of multitudes both of men and 


5 women, that bave been, and (ti:lare de. 


© potten by them, unto Chriſt through 
© the Goipel f aud ther are buil: up in 
© communion -with him through their 
© Miniftry is the Goſpel ? Built up, not 
In a&cy ſpeculations and doutage, about 
* Queſtions and ftrites of words; whereof 
£ cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, &c. This 
© is eafiiy done indeed (and among us 
©how eminently ) by che ſubtilty and 
© zeal of ſ:ducers, and ſuch as conſent 
not to wholetome words, 1 Tim. 6. 
© 3, 4: 5+ Bur lo, multicud:s built up, 
© chrough the good hand of God upon 
*the gracious Miniſtry in Exlard, in 
© therea]l abhorrency of lin, che rich a- 
eointings of cheSpirirginthelite of faiih, 
£.helab-ur of love, in thepowerot ſanCti- 
« ficationgpoverty of ſfirit, inheavenlineſs 
cof their minds within,and holinels of 
T2 M1» 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 


* manners without: In a word,to be do- 
© ers of righteoutneſs, & in the dofrine 


* which is according to godlineſs, Need I 
*cal for Teſtimony ro a trathſoeſtablith- 
© ed, in the mouth of more then two or 
* three thouſand witneſſes ? ( &) Need 
© we,as ſome others, may the pious prea- 
*chers to the pious people oft England, 
*from it's firſt retormarion ſay ; Need 
* we, as ſome others, Epiſtles of com- 
* mendatien to yuu?or letters of comen» 
< dation from you ? Yee areour Epiſtle 
< writen in our hearts, known and read 
© of all men. Foraſniuch as ye are ma- 
© niteſt!y declared to be the Epiitle of 
© Chriſt, minifired by us; written not 
© with ink, but with the ſpirit of the li- 
© ving God; not In tables of tone, but 
< in flethly rables of the heart 2 Cor,3.1,2. 
<2, Wharis our hope, ar joy, or crawn 
© of rejoycing ? are noteven ye, in the 
© preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, at 
« his comming? 1 Theſ.2, 19, And will 
<you alſo, being led away with the er- 
© rour of the wicked,fall from your own 
© ſteadfaſtneſſe? 2 Per. 2. 17. you of 
© whom we have been ſo affectionately 
*d:firons, as we were willing to have 
UnN- 
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© imparted co you,not the Goſpel of God 
© only, but alſo our own touls, becauſe 
©ye weredeartous? 1 Theſ, 2. 3. And 
© will you allo liften to their ſcucrulous 
©imputacions, who compaſſe us abu 
 # with words of hatred,and ſay : Come, 
*and let ug ſmite them with the tongue 
© ( who cannot now ſmite them with 
' © the ſword) and let us not give heedto 
© any oftheir words. 7er-18. 18. Why? 
©Sirs, ye are our work in the Lord. If 
© we are not the Miniſters of Chriſt 
*o others, yet doubcleſſe we are unto 
© you, for the ſeal of our miniſtry are ye 
<in the Lord 1 Cor. 9.1,2-Say you,ay,but 
fe are antichriſtian? however we cloak 
© it over, or cover it up ? But firs, upon 
what reaſon? whence riſeth it? Are we 
put into the Miniſtry by antichrift ? 
No,But by inſtrumenes that are his pro- 
felled and open adverſaries. Do we pro- 
mote antichriſt by our Miniſtry ? Net- 
ther: This is to pluck him up root and 
branchy& to prefer Jeſus Chriſt in all his 
Offices. Are we protected in our miniſtry 
by antichciſt? Nor this, un/eſle the croa- 
kings of thoſe froggs which come oug 


of his mouth, the contradiRti-.n;,calum- 
[ 4 nies 


Chriſt"s C ommiſſ :91- Officer : 


nies and comminations of his Priefts 
& Jeſuices (which have immixedchem- 
ſeſves with ieparaciſts of al) ſvirs)becur 
ſhie!d and procettion. Have we nor been 
periecuted in our miniſtry by Antt- 
chriſt ? Surely yes; what eiſe doth the 
Buok of Metyrs atteſt? and the bond-, 
bloud and aſhes of Holy Bradford, S an 
ders, Kogers,and the relt in ©. 2. daies? 
On the other hand.Have not the purpo- 
ſes of che zealous Miniſters in Engiand 
been emincnely for Chriſt? To «alc 
has ſa]vatiun, and witn theejetion ard 
downtall of that man of fin ? Wieneſle 
elje both preſſes and Pulpirs. Hath not 
the preſence of Chrift been eminently 
with thc zealous winiftry of England?co 
blaſt the policies, and break the power of 
Antichriſt, proſpering them in'his own 
work8: againſ the wiles& wrath of that 
wicked one: Speak malice it ſeit & ſpare 
rot. Bath nor the power of Chriſt 
ten eminently ative by, and apparent 
in the zealous Miniitry of England ? 
Ark others clic? It] may not appeal to 
your own cunſciencies ; whether their 
termons have not fallen [ike thunder 
and lightning upon them? and the 
| Weapons 
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weapons ot their warfare have not been 
mighty, through God, to che pulling 
down of itrong hoids ? and pierced even 
to the diviaing afund.r of foul & ſpirit> 
Nay once more, have there not been,and 
; yetare the prints &charaQters of the Mi- 
| Niſters of Chriſt eminently found upon 
| thezcalous Miniſters of Engiand ? com- 
, Pare them e&Jte, with theſe Epitiles to 1:- 
 wothy and Titas, Sirs, what clfe have 
been and are their diſpolitions and qua- 
lifications fo. the Miniſtry, but ſuch as 
| Chriſt hach propounded ? What elfe 
their deligation to the miniſtry, for the 
ſubſtance of ir, bur ſuch as Chriſt hath 
preſcribed ? What elſe the diſcharge of 
their Minſtry, for the ſcope and main of 
it, but ſuch as Chritt hath preſſed 2 AL 
lowing in all this for humane infirmi- 
rics z for you. may not think we ceaſe 
to be men, when we come to be Mini- 
ſters, Laſtly whatelſe the do&rine whick 
ehey aid and do ſtill miniter,but ſuch as 
Chritt aod his Apaſtles preached ? * And 
Care we yet Antichrittian ? Whence, or 
« why is it?Da you tel us we were ordat. 


« ned by Biſhops ( ac leaſt ſeverall of us) . 


* and the(e arc ancichriftian ? Bur ty 
ah 
1 
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Chriſt”s Commiſſion-Officer- 

© if you can content your ſelves with {6 
© licclecharicy,l mauit,ana do count it my 
duty ro labour for more honeſty, than 
*©o brand choſe holy and learned. men 
< with being Antichriftian , who firſt 
©brought us from under the yoak of 
© Antichrift, and burn'd in flames of 
© Marty:dom,by his cruelty,tor the cauſ 
© of Ch-1ft, Thus did theſe zealous Bi- 
© ſhops:Cranmer,F arrer, Latrmer, Hooper, 
© Ridley. And [doubc not but manyothers 
*fince would have ſealed the ſame cauſe, 
© upon the ſameca}l, wich their choiceſt 
«blood , whoſe works and writings for 
< piety and againſt Popery, wil ſpeak for 
© them among the living, when you are 
© {lkeping among the dead, Can Satan 
© chus caſt out-Satan ? * or would Anti- 
© chriſt ſo conſume and caſt. out Anti- 
© chriſt ? Well - but ſhould your preju- 
© dice paſſe; and we ſuppoſe with you , 
© our Engliſh Biſhops to have been all 

© Antichicſtjan, yet will you be to ſeek 

© for proof of your ſequele:thart all thoſe 

© are Antichriſtian too, who were ordai- 

©ned by Biſhops : unlefſe you will hap- 

© pily call your leaſe or land Antichri- 


© {iian, becauſerhis was derived from,or 
that 
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| $ that drawn up by a Popiſh Land-lord, 
© Ordination ot Presbyters was not an- 
© nexed to a biſhop as ſuch only, for he 
© could not ordain a Presbyter, unleſſe 
himſelf had been ordained a Presbyter. 
 fNordid he ordain any Presbyters fing- 
_ © 1y by himſelf, bat til with the concur» 
| © rence of other Presbyters. The premil- 
* ſes do plainly enough evince,Thart one 
_ *Presbyter may aſliſt in the Ocdination 
* of other Presbyters : That ordination 
*by Presbyters is Gods Ordinance: That 
*Minifters ſo ordained muft be acknow- 
© fedged Gods Officers. If cherefore this 
© Biſhop, together with other Pres- 
© bytcrs, may warrantably ordain in the 
© capacity of a Presbyter, and one ſo or- 
 ©*dainedby him muſt be reputed the Of- 
© ficer of Chriſt ; wich what right, or by 
| f what rule ſhall the fame man ordain- 
| © ed by this Biſhop be reje&ed for an Of- 
| <ficer of Antichciſt? If this Biſhop 
© loveth to have the preheminence, over 
| *cheother Presbyters-in Ordination, & 
' ©layeth hold upon ic by a divine right, 
© (get erally they haveclaimed by an hu- 
* mane only ) it is his ſin, buc doth no 
5 way anna! or alterthe ſubſtance of this 

mans 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 
< man's ordinaLion : nv mure than doth 
$the tame Biſhops adimuiltrarion, of the 
© Lord's Supper, upon thc lame aims a: & 
5 atieCtation, aduuili this Supper £0 any 
© plous .0u:, We wel Know, hc may laws 
< tally du ihis(38s likewile chain the ca» 
* paciry uf a Presbyter. Sey you yet that 
© cur Miniſtry in Erglandis Antichciſtis 
c an, becaute our 0:dinauion came from 
. Rome, trom Antichriſt? li fo,you may 
nut be offended it { cell you. that this 
© charge is either utcerly fallyor very tal. 
FJacious. Would you attewpr the proof 
© ot Exgiand's convertion and Miniſtry 
© to have comeoriginallyfrom Rowe?you 
© may indeed gratitie the Jeſuites who 
© havebeen long ſtciviag in this ſubjet, 
* foe Fog?s  ÞUt with no ſucceſs : Eut you (hould do 
Aﬀfs and © wel firit ro conſulc our Engliſh Chroni- 
Minumils * clers upon this ſubjc&, * and the juſt 
book be-© conqueſt, which ſome have already got 
061g * apon this point; and by that time you 
perds Hiro, . : k 

floy, or © Will eabily refolye, that theſe were not 
Fulle-sEd.* from Romeand if you pleaſe to readon, 
Hiſtory. © may ſoon inform yourſelf what ſtout 
*ſce 'V56 champios againſt Rome's apoftacy,bave 
-— "gy © been uſually found among our Engliſh 
ER. 25+ *Miniltry. We do and mutt cell you, hat 
X our 
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s aur ordination came trom Chriſt, not 

*trom Kozs-,notirom Anichrift,though 

<1 is erue ic hath miſerably been conta «+ 

© minated by An«ichrift,a» what office or 

© ordinance in the Church hath not ? 

© Now that we muſt part with an ordi- 

© nance or Chriſt, becauſ ir b. th ſomtime 

* been polletled by, and paſſed to us tho- 

© row the hands of tuch, as have ſerved 

* aud (et up Antichrift,pray ſhew u*,who 

© are wholly to teek cf {ucha Scripiure. 

© Muit che Jews catt away the golden veſ- 

* ſels of Sion,becaui they had been quafft 

Tin, in the licera]{ the figure of this my- 

* ſticall ] Babylon? or muſt they not ra- 

cher carry them back,in.o the Templein , pra 5; 

Jeruſ.lem,(n) which was a type vt Jc{us. 14, 15. 

© Or did they ceaſeto be the veſſels of the 

© Temple ( I know they ceafcd to be vel- 

© {els in che Temple ) while they were 

*carried to Babylon,or were kept theie? 

© Farewell all Churches, conſticutions, 

© and ordinances of Chriit; it their com- 

©ingto us thorow the bold intruſtons 

© and invaſions of Antichriſt, may divel? 

cus. yea, and farewell th: offices of 

© Chriſt coo, for upon which of thel(ec 

© hath he not been and ſtil is an _—_ 
uz 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer - 


© Put bleſſed be God,all the cunning and | 


© commixtures of Antichrik are nor able 


<ro vacate one conſtitution of Jeſus | 
«© Chrift. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
© notwithſtanding ali his uſurpations ' 
<and addictions, have been, and ſtill are, 


* the bleſſed Ordinances of our Lord'& 
< Saviour,and ſhal be ill che worlds'end, 
© 11at. 28.19. cm 20. 1 Cor. x1. 206. we 


© have bis ſecurity therefore; and may 


© thence eaſily aſſume the continuance of 
© an «ffice-Miniftry, for diſpenſing theſe 
© Ordinances,and conſequently of Ordi. 
© nation likewiſe; *che Scripture preſcri- 


* ſee theſe <bing chis as the onely courſe of putting 
tc mpsvro- © men into office, Tit. 1.5. Tc. and © 
ved before © never promiſing ſuch office-Minifters 


© fince the Apoltlcs days, as (hal bewich- 
« out ordination to the Miniſtry, Come 
© then beloved, ſuffer not your ſelves to 
* bedetaincd with ſuch prejudices, or be 
© drawn aſide with ſuch pretexcs from 
C the ordained and office-Minifters of Je- 
© fas, Bur receiv ſuch ip the Lord with all 
gladnefs, and hold them in reputation, 
Phil. 2. 29. neicher making nor-caking 
up falſe reports againft chem,neither re- 
{uling to hear, nor to honour them 3 e* 
ſpecially 


| 
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eſpecially remembiing what Chriſt hath 
told you. Hear them,and you hiear him ; 


| receive chem, & you receive him ; diſpiſe 


. themand yuudeſpiſc him;and if you de- 


| ſplice him,you deſpiſe him that ſene him, 
 Louk 1:16. Mat, 10-40.” Tis trueythere 
is liccle ocher due to us, than whac ſcur- 


riloas tongues and pens take liberty to 


load us wic h,it we be look d upon as we 
are in our ſclves; finfull men, chat may 


| beinthis 1eſpe the leaſt of Saints, ( » ) | 
and chiefcft of finners, ( p ) as Pay! faith o)Eph.3.8. 


which is due unto us, it we be look*d 
upon as labourers in the Word and Do- 


. Arrine, as the meſſengers and Minitters of 


— — — 


Jeſus, 1 7m. 5. 17. Sirs, as little reſpe& 
as you will tor man's, for our own ſake; 
yet muclt'is due, for the meſſage ſake,for 
the Minifteries ſake,for our Maſters fake. 
In this rega-d, Paul tells Philemon that 
he oweth him his very (elf, Phi/,19.1t you 
enquire of the betft of Miniſters' as men, 
Elias,one of che lufrieft Prophetsis a man 


| of like paihions,' Fam. 5. 17. Alas! wee 


| havethe ſame Devill to afſaule us, the 


ſame deceirfull worldito allure us, 


- and the ſame deſparately wicked heart 


to 
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of himſelf. Buc there is a double honour??? we 
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Chrift's Commiſſion Officer : 
to afhſt to them, and betray us. But if 
you cnquire of us as Minilters, wee are 

ellow-helpers concerning you,2 Cor. $. 
23. overſeers of you, AF. 20,28* that are 
to rule over you, Heb, 13. 7,17, and are 
over you in the Loid, 1 Theſ' 5. 12. We * 
arefcllow-workers unto thexingdum of | 
God, workers together with Gud, 1 Cor. 
6- 1. Emibaſſadours for Chriit.1s though | 
God did beſeech you by us, 2 Cor, 5. 20. | 
Lec me thereforeChriſtians tay cis unto 
you, eſpecially of the Congregations 
concerned in thoſe, which are {o!emnly 
©o be ſer apart to the office 211d wok of 
the Miniſtry chis dav', 3* Paul (aid of 75- 
»otheus unto the Cormmthians wich a very 
litclechange, x Cor. 16. 10, 3. It Timo: 
thens, if thele come to you, tec that they 
may be wich you without fear, tor chey 
work the work 5f the Lord, as we alfo 
do. Let no man therefore deſpilc them,| 
butcondu&them in and out,in the work! 
of the Lord with peace. I 


| 
Sol: Des fit gloria, Ameii, | 
FINIS. 
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